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strengthen nuclear security at national, regional,
and global levels, we resolve to implement the
attached Action Plans, in support of the interna-
tional organizations and initiatives to which we
respectively belong (the United Nations, the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency, INTER-
POL, the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear
Terrorism, and the Global Partnership Against
the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass
Destruction), to be carried out on a voluntary
basis and consistent with national laws and re-

spective international obligations. These plans
reflect the political will of participating States.

The 2016 Summit marks the end of the Nu-
clear Security Summit process in this format.
We affirm that the Communiqués from the
2010, 2012 and 2014 Summits and the Work
Plan of the 2010 Summit will continue to guide
our efforts as we endeavor to fully implement
them.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on Sustaining Action To Strengthen Global Nuclear Security
April 1, 2016

The Nuclear Security Summit process has
led to significant achievements in nuclear secu-
rity at national, regional, and global levels; but
the work of building a strengthened, sustained,
and comprehensive global nuclear security ar-
chitecture—consisting of legal instruments, in-
ternational organizations and initiatives, inter-
nationally accepted guidance, and best practic-
es—requires continuous attention.

We need sustained action and ambition on
nuclear security after the 2016 Nuclear Securi-
ty Summit to address continuing and evolving
nuclear security challenges, with the objectives
of advancing implementation of nuclear securi-
ty commitments and building a strengthened,
sustainable and comprehensive global nuclear
security architecture.

The Governments of Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Hungary, India, Italy, Ja-
pan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Mexico,
Morocco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Ni-
geria, Norway, Republic of Korea, Romania,
Poland, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emir-
ates, United Kingdom, United States, Vietnam,
and the following international organizations:
INTERPOL and United Nations, aiming to fa-
cilitate cooperation and sustain activity on nu-
clear security after the 2016 Nuclear Security
Summit, commit to:

• Establish a Nuclear Security Contact
Group; and

• Designate an appropriately authorized
and informed senior official or officials to
participate in the Contact Group.

The Contact Group is tasked with:

• Convening annually on the margins of
the General Conference of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, and, as
may be useful, in connection with other
related meetings;

• Discussing a broad range of nuclear secu-
rity–related issues, including identifying
emerging trends that may require more
focused attention;

• Promoting and assessing implementation
of nuclear security commitments, includ-
ing those made during the Nuclear Secu-
rity Summit process, reflected in the four
Nuclear Security Summit Communi-
qués, the 2010 Washington Work Plan,
the 2016 Action Plans, national commit-
ments and associated joint statements,
and gift baskets;

• Developing and maintaining linkages to
nongovernmental experts and nuclear in-
dustry; and,

• Determining any additional steps that may
be appropriate to support these goals.
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The Contact Group may also consider and
make recommendations to their respective
leaders on convening any future Nuclear Secu-
rity Summits.

We welcome the participation of all coun-
tries that subscribe to the goals set out in this

Joint Statement and wish to contribute to the
work of the Contact Group.

NOTE: An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this joint state-
ment.

The President’s News Conference
April 1, 2016

The President. Good evening, everybody. I
want to begin by thanking the people of Wash-
ington, DC, for hosting us, especially for put-
ting up with more than 50 motorcades. And I
will make one promise to the people of this
city: I will not hold another one of these sum-
mits in another 6 years. [Laughter]

I want to thank everyone who participated
in our meetings, more than 50 leaders from ev-
ery region of the world and key international
organizations. As at our previous summits, we
didn’t just come here to talk, but we came here
to act. I know that the very technical nature of
nuclear security doesn’t always make for flashy
headlines. But over the past 6 years, we have
made significant, meaningful progress in se-
curing the world’s nuclear material so that it
never falls into the hands of terrorists. And I
want to take a few moments to step back and
lay out exactly what we have accomplished.

Together, we have removed the world’s
most deadly materials from nuclear facilities
around the world. With Japan’s announcement
today, we’ve now removed or secured all the
highly enriched uranium and plutonium from
more than 50 facilities in 30 countries: more
than 3.8 tons, which is more than enough to
create 150 nuclear weapons. That’s material
that will never fall into the hands of terrorists.

Fourteen nations and Taiwan—countries as
diverse as Argentina and Chile, to Libya and
Turkey, to Serbia and Vietnam—have now rid
themselves entirely of highly enriched uranium
and plutonium. And particularly, I want to
point out again that successfully removing all
of Ukraine’s highly enriched uranium 4 years
ago meant that the very difficult situation in
Ukraine over the past 2 years was not made

even more dangerous by the presence of these
materials.

As of today, South America—an entire con-
tinent—is completely free of these dangerous
materials. When Poland completes its removal
this year, central Europe will be free of them
as well. When Indonesia completes its work
this year, so will all of Southeast Asia. In other
words, as terrorists and criminal gangs and
arms merchants look around for deadly ingre-
dients for a nuclear device, vast regions of the
world are now off limits. And that is a remark-
able achievement.

We’ve made important progress in the Unit-
ed States as well. In addition to the new steps I
announced this morning, we’ve improved nu-
clear security and training. We’ve consolidated
nuclear materials at fewer facilities, eliminated
some 138 tons of our surplus highly enriched
uranium, which would be enough for 5,500 nu-
clear weapons. Working with Russia, we’re on
track to eliminate enough Russian highly en-
riched uranium for about 20,000 nuclear weap-
ons, which we are converting to electricity here
in the United States.

More specifically, as a result of these sum-
mits, every single one of the more than 50 na-
tions represented here have taken concrete
steps to enhance security at their nuclear facili-
ties and storage sites. And that includes im-
proved physical security, stronger regulations,
abiding by international guidelines, greater
transparency, and that includes international
peer reviews. Fifteen new centers have been
created around the world to promote nuclear
security technologies and training, to share
best practices. And as part of our work today,
we agreed to keep strengthening our nuclear
facilities’ defenses against cyber attacks.
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