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Joint Statement—Nuclear Security Summit 2016 Communique
April 1, 2016

The threat of nuclear and radiological ter-
rorism remains one of the greatest challenges
to international security, and the threat is con-
stantly evolving. We, the leaders, gathered in
Washington, D.C. on the first day of April,
2016 on the occasion of the fourth Nuclear Se-
curity Summit, are proud to observe that the
Summits have since 2010 raised awareness of
this threat and driven many tangible, meaning-
ful and lasting improvements in nuclear securi-
ty. The Summits have also strengthened the
nuclear security architecture at national, re-
gional and global levels, including through
broadened ratification and implementation of
international legal instruments regarding nu-
clear security. We underline the importance of
the Convention on Physical Protection of Nu-
clear Material and its 2005 Amendment and
the International Convention on the Suppres-
sion of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism and will con-
tinue to work toward their universalization and
full implementation. We welcome the immi-
nent entry into force of the 2005 Amendment
to the Convention on Physical Protection of
Nuclear Material and Facilities and encourage
further ratifications.

We reaffirm our commitment to our shared
goals of nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-
proliferation and peaceful use of nuclear ener-
gy. We also reaffirm that measures to strength-
en nuclear security will not hamper the rights
of States to develop and use nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes. We reaffirm the fundamen-
tal responsibility of States, in accordance with
their respective obligations, to maintain at all
times effective security of all nuclear and other
radioactive material, including nuclear materi-
als used in nuclear weapons, and nuclear facili-
ties under their control.

More work remains to be done to prevent
non-state actors from obtaining nuclear and
other radioactive materials, which could be
used for malicious purposes. We commit to
fostering a peaceful and stable international
environment by reducing the threat of nuclear
terrorism and strengthening nuclear security.

Sustaining security improvements requires
constant vigilance at all levels, and we pledge
that our countries will continue to make nucle-
ar security an enduring priority. We, as leaders,
are conscious of our responsibility. Actions tak-
en today can prevent tomorrow’s nuclear secu-
rity incidents. Where we choose to take such
steps visibly, in light of national conditions and
while protecting sensitive information, we con-
tribute to strengthening and building confi-
dence in the effectiveness of our national nu-
clear security regimes.

Countering nuclear and radiological terror-
ism demands international cooperation, in-
cluding sharing of information in accordance
with States’ national laws and procedures. In-
ternational cooperation can contribute to a
more inclusive, coordinated, sustainable, and
robust global nuclear security architecture for
the common benefit and security of all.

We reaffirm the essential responsibility and
the central role of the International Atomic
Energy Agency in strengthening the global nu-
clear security architecture and in developing
international guidance, and its leading role in
facilitating and coordinating nuclear security
activities among international organizations
and initiatives and supporting the efforts of
States to fulfill their nuclear security responsi-
bilities. We welcome and support the Agency
in convening regular high-level international
conferences, such as the December 2016 inter-
national conference on nuclear security includ-
ing its Ministerial segment, to maintain politi-
cal momentum and continue to raise aware-
ness of nuclear security among all stakehold-
ers.

We seek to maintain the international net-
work of officials and government experts who
have supported the Summit process and to in-
corporate the broader community of States, as
well as encourage the continued engagement
of relevant partners in nuclear industry and
civil society.

In our continued collective determination to
ensure political momentum and to continuously
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strengthen nuclear security at national, regional,
and global levels, we resolve to implement the
attached Action Plans, in support of the interna-
tional organizations and initiatives to which we
respectively belong (the United Nations, the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency, INTER-
POL, the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear
Terrorism, and the Global Partnership Against
the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass
Destruction), to be carried out on a voluntary
basis and consistent with national laws and re-

spective international obligations. These plans
reflect the political will of participating States.

The 2016 Summit marks the end of the Nu-
clear Security Summit process in this format.
We affirm that the Communiqués from the
2010, 2012 and 2014 Summits and the Work
Plan of the 2010 Summit will continue to guide
our efforts as we endeavor to fully implement
them.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on Sustaining Action To Strengthen Global Nuclear Security
April 1, 2016

The Nuclear Security Summit process has
led to significant achievements in nuclear secu-
rity at national, regional, and global levels; but
the work of building a strengthened, sustained,
and comprehensive global nuclear security ar-
chitecture—consisting of legal instruments, in-
ternational organizations and initiatives, inter-
nationally accepted guidance, and best practic-
es—requires continuous attention.

We need sustained action and ambition on
nuclear security after the 2016 Nuclear Securi-
ty Summit to address continuing and evolving
nuclear security challenges, with the objectives
of advancing implementation of nuclear securi-
ty commitments and building a strengthened,
sustainable and comprehensive global nuclear
security architecture.

The Governments of Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Hungary, India, Italy, Ja-
pan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Mexico,
Morocco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Ni-
geria, Norway, Republic of Korea, Romania,
Poland, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emir-
ates, United Kingdom, United States, Vietnam,
and the following international organizations:
INTERPOL and United Nations, aiming to fa-
cilitate cooperation and sustain activity on nu-
clear security after the 2016 Nuclear Security
Summit, commit to:

• Establish a Nuclear Security Contact
Group; and

• Designate an appropriately authorized
and informed senior official or officials to
participate in the Contact Group.

The Contact Group is tasked with:

• Convening annually on the margins of
the General Conference of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, and, as
may be useful, in connection with other
related meetings;

• Discussing a broad range of nuclear secu-
rity–related issues, including identifying
emerging trends that may require more
focused attention;

• Promoting and assessing implementation
of nuclear security commitments, includ-
ing those made during the Nuclear Secu-
rity Summit process, reflected in the four
Nuclear Security Summit Communi-
qués, the 2010 Washington Work Plan,
the 2016 Action Plans, national commit-
ments and associated joint statements,
and gift baskets;

• Developing and maintaining linkages to
nongovernmental experts and nuclear in-
dustry; and,

• Determining any additional steps that may
be appropriate to support these goals.
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