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So I am very appreciative of the excellent
work that’s been done and the excellent con-
versation we had last night. With that, what I’d
like to do is to invite Prime Minister Mark
Rutte of the Netherlands to review some of the
specific progress that we’ve made since our last
summit.

Mark.
Prime Minister Rutte. Mr. President, dear

Barack, esteemed colleagues, and ladies and
gentlemen: Barack, your initiative in 2010 to
convene the first Nuclear Summit has bol-
stered our defenses against the nightmare of a
nuclear attack.

The vicious terrorist acts in Brussels last
week only underscore the importance of the
NSS process. And it’s fitting that we are com-
pleting this cycle of four summits under your
leadership.

In 2014, it was my privilege to welcome the
NSS to The Hague. And it’s encouraging that
we have continued to make progress since
then. First, the amount of nuclear material in
circulation continues to decline. More and
more excess nuclear material is being stored
and handled in a sustainable manner, like the
recent shipment of excess plutonium and high-
ly enriched uranium from Japan to the United
States. And the use of low-enriched uranium
for the production of medical isotopes and oth-
er purposes is on the rise.

Second, the material that is out there is be-
ing made more secure as more countries turn
the IAEA recommendations into national leg-
islation. Since The Hague summit, 37 have
committed to doing so, most recently, Jordan
and China.

And indeed, third, international cooperation
and commitment continue to grow. And the
imminent entry into force of the amended

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nu-
clear Material is a great achievement. And this
important milestone reinforces our efforts at
this summit today.

I’m also delighted that earlier summits have
provided a legacy in two other respects. Firstly,
the scenario-based policy discussion we intro-
duce in The Hague was valuable experience.
Today we are using this tool again. And I look
forward to an informal, concrete, interactive
discussion, and I have no doubt it will be just as
successful as in The Hague.

Secondly, there is the gift basket. It’s great
to see how initiatives launched by one or more
countries can bring us closer to a break-
through. In the past few months alone, new
gift baskets have been added on complex issues
like cybersecurity and insider threats. Let’s
keep up the momentum even after this final
NSS.

Dear colleagues, this summit is not the end
of our quest to make the world safe from nu-
clear terrorism. The five organizations to which
we pass the torch today can count on our con-
tinued support and commitment. Should a
need arise, I know that everybody here will be
ready to return to our roundtable.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you very much,

Mark, for the excellent summary.
With that, I’d like to ask the press to depart

the room. And we will begin this opening ple-
nary session.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in
Halls D and E of the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks at the Closing Session of the Nuclear Security Summit
April 1, 2016

Good afternoon, everybody. If we could get
started. If everybody could take their seats,
please.

Just to summarize where we’ve been, in the
morning session, we discussed the extensive

and impressive national action steps that many
of us have taken and the collective efforts that
we’ve made to reduce the amount of nuclear
material that might be accessible to terrorists
around the world.
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During lunch, we focused on international
institutions. And I was heartened by our collec-
tive commitment to ensure that the IAEA, In-
terpol, the United Nations, and the various co-
alitions that have formed are properly re-
sourced and supported by various nation-states
in order for them to be able to carry out the
ongoing work that will be required to ensure
that the commitments and pledges and practic-
es that we have put into place during the
course of these Nuclear Security Summits car-
ry forward.

This afternoon’s session turns the focus on
the terrorist networks themselves. It tells us
the possible consequences of terrorists obtain-
ing and using a weapon of mass destruction.
Fortunately, as I’ve said this morning, no ter-
rorist group has yet succeeded in getting their
hands on a nuclear device. Our work here will
help ensure that we’re doing everything possi-
ble to prevent that.

This is also an opportunity for our nations to
remain united and focused on the most active
terrorist network at the moment, and that is
ISIL. A majority of the nations here are part of
the global coalition against ISIL. A number of
our countries have been targeted by ISIL at-
tacks. Just about all of our nations have seen
citizens join ISIL in Syria and Iraq. So this is a
threat to us all.

In Syria and Iraq, ISIL continues to lose
ground. That’s the good news. Our coalition
continues to take out its leaders, including
those planning external terrorist attacks. They
are losing their oil infrastructure. They are los-
ing their revenues. Morale is suffering. We be-
lieve that the flow of foreign fighters into Syria
and Iraq has slowed, even as the threat from
foreign fighters returning to commit acts of
horrific violence remains all too real.

In fact, as ISIL is squeezed in Syria and
Iraq, we can anticipate it lashing out else-
where, as we’ve seen most recently and tragi-
cally in countries from Turkey to Brussels. This
means that the sense of urgency that we’ve

shown in destroying ISIL in Iraq and Syria also
has to infuse our efforts to prevent attacks
around the world.

We need to do even more to prevent the
flow of foreign terrorist fighters. After the Par-
is attacks, the United States deployed surge
teams to Europe to bolster these efforts, and
we’ll be deploying additional teams in the near
future. We all have a role to play. We’re all go-
ing to have to do more when it comes to intelli-
gence sharing. We simply cannot afford to
have critical intelligence not being shared as
needed, whether between governments or
within governments. And today is an opportu-
nity to explore ways to step up those efforts.

Looking around this room, I see nations that
represent the overwhelming majority of hu-
manity, from different regions, races, religions,
cultures. But our people do share common as-
pirations to live in security and peace and to be
free from fear. The fight against ISIL will con-
tinue to be difficult, but together, we are mak-
ing real progress, and I’m absolutely confident
that we will prevail and destroy this vile organi-
zation. As compared to ISIL’s vision of death
and destruction, I believe our nations together
offer a hopeful vision focused on what we can
build for our people.

With that, what I’d like to do is ask the press
to depart. We will then be showing a video that
focuses attention on possible scenarios that
might emerge with respect to terrorist net-
works. It will give us a good opportunity to test
those areas where we still have work to do and
how we can strengthen our collective efforts
against these networks.

So if I could ask the press to depart prompt-
ly, please.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in
Halls D and E of the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
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