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The parties welcome Kazakhstan’s contin-
ued commitment to the conversion of the
IVG.1M and IGR research reactors to LEU fu-
el when an acceptable LEU fuel becomes
available and to return the HEU spent fuel
from these reactors to Russia once their con-
version is completed.

The parties support the efforts made by in-
dustry to implement new technologies without
using sensitive nuclear materials, where tech-
nically possible and economically acceptable.

Furthermore, the parties are pleased with
the joint efforts made to establish the Nuclear
Security Training Center (NSTC). The Center
will offer training in the areas of nuclear non-
proliferation; material protection, control, and
accounting; and countering the illicit traffick-
ing of nuclear and other radioactive materials.
Construction on the NSTC began in late 2015

and the center will be operational by the end of
calendar year 2016.

The United States and Kazakhstan and fur-
ther commit to working together on guard
force training, inventory management sys-
tems, site and transportation security, cyber se-
curity, and cooperation to enhance the global
nuclear detection architecture.

The United States and Republic of Kazakh-
stan attach importance to the Nuclear Security
Summit process, underlining the importance
of continued efforts aimed at strengthening
nuclear security as well as ongoing collabora-
tion between the parties on issues related to
strengthening the nuclear nonproliferation re-
gime.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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Good morning. It is a pleasure to be here
with our P5-plus-1 partners, the European
Union, and Director General Amano of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. Because of
the nations that are represented here today, we
achieved a historic deal to prevent Iran from
obtaining a nuclear weapon. And today is an
opportunity to review progress as that deal
continues to be implemented.

Our work together is a key part of the com-
prehensive agenda that I outlined in Prague 7
years ago: stopping the spread of nuclear
weapons and seeking the long-term vision of a
world without them. That included strengthen-
ing the global regime that prevents the spread
of nuclear weapons. And one of the greatest
tests of that regime was Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. After nearly 2 years of intensive negotia-
tions, backed by strong sanctions, the countries
represented in this room achieved what de-
cades of animosity and rhetoric did not: a long-
term deal that closes off every possible path to
building a nuclear weapon and subjects Iran to
the most comprehensive nuclear inspections
ever negotiated.

And thanks to this deal, we have seen real
progress. Already, Iran has dismantled two-
thirds of its installed centrifuges. Iran has
shipped 98 percent of its enriched uranium
stockpile out of Iran. Iran has removed the
Arak reactor core and filled it with concrete. If
Iran were to cheat, the breakout time to build
a nuclear weapon has gone from 2 to 3 months
to about a year.

In January, the IAEA verified that Iran had
fulfilled key commitments of the deal. And to-
day, Director General Amano will update us
on implementation. Our nations have lifted nu-
clear-related sanctions and it will take time for
Iran to reintegrate into the global economy,
but Iran is already beginning to see the bene-
fits of this deal.

Now, I think it’s important to note that this
deal does not resolve all of our differences with
Iran, including destabilizing activities in the re-
gion. Except for limited exceptions, the U.S.
trade embargo on Iran remains in place. And we
also continue to vigorously enforce sanctions
pertaining to Iran’s support for terrorism, human
rights abuses, and ballistic missile programs.
That’s U.S. policy. But what this group—that
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doesn’t agree on all aspects of policy—does
agree on is that this deal has achieved a substan-
tial success and focused on the dangers of nucle-
ar proliferation in an effective way.

The road to this deal was not easy. It took
commitment, diplomacy, hard work. It took
the leaders and countries gathered around this
table coming together and working out our
own differences in approach. Full and contin-
ued implementation is going to take the same
kind of cooperation and consultation. But I am
extremely grateful to our partners in this effort.

Even as we continue to face nuclear threats
around the world, which is the topic of this
summit, this deal does remind us that when
the international community stands as one, we
can advance our common security.

So I want to thank all the leaders who are
gathered here, the countries who are partici-
pating, Director General Amano. This is a suc-

cess of diplomacy that, hopefully, we’ll be able
to copy in the future.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in
Room 151AB of the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Yukiya Amano, Director General, In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. Also par-
ticipating in the meeting were President Fran-
çois Hollande of France; Prime Minister David
Cameron of the United Kingdom; U.S. Secre-
tary of State John F. Kerry; President of the
European Council Donald Tusk; Minister of
Defense Ursula von der Leyen of Germany;
European Union High Representative for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy Federica
Mogherini; Russia’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Sergey Ivanovich Kislyak; and President Xi Jin-
ping of China.
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President Obama. Good morning, every-
body. It is my privilege to welcome you to
Washington and to formally convene our
fourth Nuclear Security Summit. I convened
our first summit 6 years ago in this same room
because the danger of a terrorist group obtain-
ing and using a nuclear weapon is one of the
greatest threats to global security.

Our nations committed ourselves to action:
concrete, tangible steps to secure the world’s
vulnerable nuclear materials. And we contin-
ued our work at our summits in Seoul and The
Hague. And I want to again thank our friends
from the Republic of Korea and the Nether-
lands for their leadership on this critical issue.

Back at our first summit, I quoted Albert
Einstein. At the dawn of the nuclear age, he
said, “The unleashed power of the atom has
changed everything.” And he added, “A new
type of thinking is essential if mankind is to
survive.” Over the past 6 years, when it comes
to nuclear security, we’ve embraced a new type
of thinking and a new type of action. This is a

perfect example of a 21st-century security
challenge that no one nation can solve alone. It
requires coalitions and sustained coordination
across borders and institutions. And the good
news is, we’ve made significant progress.

We’ve made nuclear security a priority at
the highest levels. And I want to thank all my
fellow leaders, from more than 50 nations and
key international organizations, for your com-
mitment to this work and being here today.
Some of you were here for our very first sum-
mit; many of you have taken office and joined
this work. But it’s a reminder that the task of
protecting our citizens transcends political ide-
ologies, parties, and administrations.

To date, our nations have made some 260
specific commitments to improve nuclear se-
curity, and so far, three-quarters of these steps
have been implemented. More than a dozen
nations have removed all their highly enriched
uranium and plutonium. Countries have re-
moved or dispersed—disposed of several tons
of this deadly material. Nations have improved
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