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In Syria, we are acting both in terms of mili-
tary support, as well as politically. Here again,
we are convinced that Daesh is losing ground
and losing the battle. And in this respect,
Raqqa is a target, and we shall support all the
forces, and I have in mind, in particular, the
Arab forces as well as the Kurd forces, which
are acting to that end.

There’s also, politically, the need to make
sure that the truce, which has been obtained—
the truce which is being complied with so far—
is also at the service of a political transition and
a negotiation that shall involve all the stakehold-
ers, and we will have an opportunity to talk to a
number of governments or heads of state of this
region. But it is clear that this transition should
not lead to reproducing the very same cause of
the crisis of the war in Syria. And here again,
this is our goal: the goal of another government,
another regime for the future of Syria.

Lastly, we talked about Libya. We fully ac-
knowledge the Libyan Government because it
is that Government—the Sarraj government—
under his leadership that will gather the inter-
national support and will bring about stability
and that will prevent the migration flows that
can both be a tragedy for the individuals, can
also feed trafficking. And it is also about pre-

venting Europe from having to deal with tens
and thousands of people, even though Europe
has a duty to make sure that the refugees can
claim asylum. So we have to do everything so
that stability can be now a priority for Libya.

We also discussed a number of other topics,
including the agreement with Iran, given that
both Barack Obama and myself and all the oth-
ers who were involved in the negotiations,
we’ve been playing our role, and now we have
to make sure that the commitments are met.
So it was important that we could get together.
And once again, I would like to commend—I
mean, pay tribute to the friendship between
our two countries as well as Barack Obama’s
ability to stand by us in the fight against terror-
ism.

Thank you, Barack.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. In
his remarks, he referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion, also known as ISIS or Daesh. President
Hollande referred to Prime Minister Fayez
Mustafa al-Sarraj of Libya. President Hollande
spoke in French, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.
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Nuclear Security
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The United States and the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan have confirmed a shared commit-
ment to implementing practical measures to
strengthen the nuclear nonproliferation re-
gime and enhance nuclear security.

The United States welcomes the Republic
of Kazakhstan’s activities to strengthen nuclear
security and implement decisions of the Wash-
ington, Seoul, and Hague Nuclear Security
Summits.

In this regard, the parties note with satisfac-
tion that Kazakhstan has recently completed
the conversion of the VVR—K research reactor
at the Institute of Nuclear Physics (INP) to low
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enriched uranium (LEU) fuel, following the
previous conversion of the VVR-K critical as-
sembly.

Moreover, the parties have announced the
successful elimination of all fresh highly en-
riched uranium (HEU) from the VVR-K re-
search reactor in Kazakhstan by down-blend-
ing this material at Kazakhstan’s nuclear fuel
factory and emphasize the commitments of
Kazakhstan to return the HEU spent fuel to
the Russian Federation as soon as possible,
thereby eliminating all HEU from the INP fa-
cility.



The parties welcome Kazakhstan’s contin-
ued commitment to the conversion of the
IVG.IM and IGR research reactors to LEU fu-
el when an acceptable LEU fuel becomes
available and to return the HEU spent fuel
from these reactors to Russia once their con-
version is completed.

The parties support the efforts made by in-
dustry to implement new technologies without
using sensitive nuclear materials, where tech-
nically possible and economically acceptable.

Furthermore, the parties are pleased with
the joint efforts made to establish the Nuclear
Security Training Center (NSTC). The Center
will offer training in the areas of nuclear non-
proliferation; material protection, control, and
accounting; and countering the illicit traffick-
ing of nuclear and other radioactive materials.
Construction on the NSTC began in late 2015
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and the center will be operational by the end of
calendar year 2016.

The United States and Kazakhstan and fur-
ther commit to working together on guard
force training, inventory management sys-
tems, site and transportation security, cyber se-
curity, and cooperation to enhance the global
nuclear detection architecture.

The United States and Republic of Kazakh-
stan attach importance to the Nuclear Security
Summit process, underlining the importance
of continued efforts aimed at strengthening
nuclear security as well as ongoing collabora-
tion between the parties on issues related to
strengthening the nuclear nonproliferation re-
gime.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks During a Meeting With P5-Plus-1 Leaders

April 1, 2016

Good morning. It is a pleasure to be here
with our P5-plus-1 partners, the European
Union, and Director General Amano of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. Because of
the nations that are represented here today, we
achieved a historic deal to prevent Iran from
obtaining a nuclear weapon. And today is an
opportunity to review progress as that deal
continues to be implemented.

Our work together is a key part of the com-
prehensive agenda that I outlined in Prague 7
years ago: stopping the spread of nuclear
weapons and seeking the long-term vision of a
world without them. That included strengthen-
ing the global regime that prevents the spread
of nuclear weapons. And one of the greatest
tests of that regime was Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. After nearly 2 years of intensive negotia-
tions, backed by strong sanctions, the countries
represented in this room achieved what de-
cades of animosity and rhetoric did not: a long-
term deal that closes off every possible path to
building a nuclear weapon and subjects Iran to
the most comprehensive nuclear inspections
ever negotiated.

And thanks to this deal, we have seen real
progress. Already, Iran has dismantled two-
thirds of its installed centrifuges. Iran has
shipped 98 percent of its enriched uranium
stockpile out of Iran. Iran has removed the
Arak reactor core and filled it with concrete. If
Iran were to cheat, the breakout time to build
a nuclear weapon has gone from 2 to 3 months
to about a year.

In January, the IAEA verified that Iran had
fulfilled key commitments of the deal. And to-
day, Director General Amano will update us
on implementation. Our nations have lifted nu-
clear-related sanctions and it will take time for
Iran to reintegrate into the global economy,
but Iran is already beginning to see the bene-
fits of this deal.

Now, I think it’s important to note that this
deal does not resolve all of our differences with
Iran, including destabilizing activities in the re-
gion. Except for limited exceptions, the U.S.
trade embargo on Iran remains in place. And we
also continue to vigorously enforce sanctions
pertaining to Iran’s support for terrorism, human
rights abuses, and ballistic missile programs.
That’s U.S. policy. But what this group—that
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