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I hope that today’s summit meeting will lay
the groundwork for enhanced coordination
among countries in the region in the service of
peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula
and in Northeast Asia. And I take this opportu-
nity to thank President Obama once again for
hosting this successful trilateral summit.

Thank you.

Prime Minister Abe. First of all, my deepest
appreciations to President Obama for hosting
today’s Japan-U.S.-Korea summit. I also was
very delighted to be able to see Park—Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye once again.

Leaders of three countries that are responsi-
ble for regional peace and stability have gotten
together at one venue and confirmed the im-
portance of the rule of law and actions based
on rules and exchanged candid views on a vari-
ety of regional and global issues, including
North Korea. The meeting was timely and ex-
tremely meaningful.

In light of the regional situation faced by the
three nations, it is necessary to further pro-
mote Japan-U.S.-Korea cooperation in the area
of security. A special concern is the progress of
North Korea’s nuclear and missile capability,
which is a direct and grave threat not only to
the three countries, but to the global commu-
nity.

In order to jointly respond to such circum-
stances, we confirmed our commitment to
strengthen the trilateral cooperation at all lev-
els, which was a major achievement of this
meeting. We agreed to give directions to the
working level to promote concrete security and
defense cooperation between the foreign af-
fairs and defense authorities of the three na-
tions.

Further, in order for the global community
to steadfastly implement the Security Council
resolutions, we hope to proceed with assistance
to the peripheral countries and developing
countries in capacity building for nonprolifera-
tion.

On the issue of abduction, I spoke of the im-
portance of the abduction issue and that it is a
problem that needs to be resolved with cer-
tainty. And I'm most appreciative of the kind
understanding and support shown by both
Presidents.

In addition, terrorism, Middle East, climate
change, cancer—elimination of cancer, how
we can cooperate, we have touched upon sev-
eral other items as well. Throughout these con-
sultations, we confirmed that there will be fur-
ther collaboration and cooperation between
our three nations on global challenges. Based
on what we discussed this morning, Japan, the
United States, and Korea, who share regional
strategic interests, will continue to closely col-
laborate and cooperate with each other.

Three leaders getting together at one venue
and conducting frank exchange of views con-
tributes to the peace and prosperity of the re-
gion and of the global community. Once again,
I was reminded of that fact. And once again,
may I extend my deepest gratitude to Presi-
dent Obama for hosting this meeting.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in
room 151AB at the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. President
Park and Prime Minister Abe spoke in Korean
and Japanese, respectively, and their remarks
were translated by interpreters.
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President Obama. 1 want to welcome Presi-
dent Xi back to Washington. As I've said be-
fore, the United States welcomes the rise of a
peaceful, stable, and prosperous China, work-
ing with us to address global challenges. And I
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have been committed throughout my adminis-
tration to working effectively with China on a
whole range of issues and have developed a
frank and effective level of communications
cooperation with President Xi as we seek to ex-



pand cooperation between our countries and
narrow our differences.

The United States and China have estab-
lished a relationship when it comes to nuclear
security, and that includes China’s new Nucle-
ar Security Center of Excellence. I believe we
can deepen our cooperation, including against
nuclear smuggling.

Of great importance to both of us is North
Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons, which
threatens the security and stability of the re-
gion. And President Xi and I are both commit-
ted to the denuclearization of the Korean Pen-
insula and full implementation of U.N. sanc-
tions. So we’re going to discuss how we can dis-
courage action like nuclear missile tests that
escalate tensions and violate international obli-
gations.

I'm also very pleased that today we're an-
nouncing new steps to accelerate implementa—
tion of the historic Paris climate change agree-
ment. Our cooperation and our joint state-
ments were critical in arriving at the Paris
Agreement, and our two countries have agreed
that we will not only sign the agreement on the
first day possible, but we’re committing to for-
mally join it as soon as possible this year. And
we urge other countries to do the same.

I look forward to working with President Xi
as well on the global economy. As the world’s
two largest economies, we have a special obli-
gation to find cooperative measures that we
can take to expand growth and global demand.
And because China is hosting the G20 this
year, we look forward to using this meeting to
establish some of the agenda items that we
want to drive at the G—20. We very much want
the G20 to be a successful meeting, and given
China’s past hospitality of large summit meet-
ings, we're sure we can be successful in help-
ing to promote global growth as well as address
a range of other challenges.

Now, as has been true in the past, we will
have a candid exchange about areas where we
have significant differences, issues like human
rights, cyber and maritime issues. Like China
and other countries, the United States has sig-
nificant interests in the Asia-Pacific region. We
have deep concerns about our ability to protect
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the intellectual property of our companies.
And we care deeply about human rights. But I
very much appreciate President Xi’s willing-
ness to have candid conversations on these is-
sues in a constructive way. And this will just be
one more step in our overall efforts to assure
that the United States and China maintain the
kind of effective, constructive relationship that
is important not only to our two peoples, but
also to the world at large.

So, President Xi, welcome. Let me allow you
to address the press briefly.

President Xi. Mr. President, it's my great
pleasure to accept your invitation and attend
the fourth Nuclear Security Summit and to
have this bilateral meeting with you on the
margins of the summit. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to have this bilateral meeting.

Through the joint efforts of both sides, many
major steps of progress have been taken in our
bilateral relationship. We have worked along-
side others to make the Paris climate confer-
ence a success and adopted the historic Paris
Agreement. We have worked closely together
on the Iranian nuclear issue and concluded
and implemented the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action.

Our two-way trade, two-way investment,
and two-way travel have set new highs, and we
have had effective communication and coordi-
nation on the Korean nuclear issue, Syria, Af-
ghanistan, and peacekeeping development,
health, and other important issues.

All of this demonstrates the enormous po-
tential in building the new model of major
country relations and highlights the impor-
tance and necessity of enhanced level of coor-
dination and cooperation between China and
the U.S.

The world economic growth is sluggish, and
regional issues are complex and protracted.
The terrorist threat is on the rise. As the largest
developing country and the largest developed
country, the world’s top two economies, China
and the United States have growing responsi-
bilities for promoting world peace, stability,
and prosperity. There are wide areas where we
should and can work with each other.
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In the meantime, as you have said, Mr. Pres-
ident, our two countries have some disputes
and disagreements in some areas. On the basis
of respecting each other core interests and ma-
jor concerns, we should seek active solutions
through dialogue and consultation. When this
is not possible, for the time being, we should
manage them constructively and avoid misun-
derstanding and misperception or escalation
and prevent big disruptions to the overall in-
terests of China-U.S. cooperation.

I'm glad that this time the two sides have is-
sued the third joint statement on climate
change, and we have announced that we will
both sign the Paris Agreement on April the
22d.

After this bilateral meeting, the two sides
will issue a joint statement on nuclear security
cooperation and work together to make the
NSS a success.

We will also actively explore possibilities of
deepening cooperation in wide areas, from
economy and trade, to mil-to-mil ties and
people-to-people exchange, from counterter-
rorism to law enforcement and cybersecurity.

And we want to enhance communication and
coordination on the Korean nuclear issue and
other regional and global issues and to consoli-
date and expand our shared interests.

I wish to reiterate that it is a priority for Chi-
na’s foreign policy to work with the United
States to build a new model of major country
relations and to realize no conflicts or confron-
tation, mutual respect, and win-win coopera-
tion.

I look forward to increasing communication
with President Obama, focus on cooperation,
manage our differences, build mutual trust,
and set China-U.S. relations on a path of
healthy and steady growth.

Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in
Room 152A of the Walter E. Washington Con-
vention Center. President Xi spoke in Chinese,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the audio was incomplete.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Xi Jinping of China on

Climate Change
March 31, 2016

Washington D.C.

1. Over the past three years, climate change
has become a pillar of the U.S.-China bilateral
relationship. Both countries have taken strong
measures at home to build green, low-carbon
and climate-resilient economies, helping galva-
nize global action to combat climate change
and culminating in the Paris Agreement
reached last December. With their joint an-
nouncement of ambitious climate actions in
November 2014, President Barack Obama and
President Xi Jinping sought to lead by exam-
ple, and by the time the Paris conference
opened a year later, some 186 countries had
put forward their own climate actions. In Sep-
tember 2015, the two leaders laid out a com-
mon vision for the Paris outcome during Presi-

394

dent Xi’s State Visit to Washington and also an-
nounced major domestic policy measures and
cooperative initiatives to combat climate
change, as well as significant progress on cli-
mate finance. In Paris, the United States and
China, working together and with others,
played a critical role in crafting a historic, am-
bitious global climate change agreement.

2. Today, the two Presidents announce an-
other significant step in their joint climate ef-
forts. The United States and China will sign
the Paris Agreement on April 22nd and take
their respective domestic steps in order to join
the Agreement as early as possible this year.
They encourage other Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change to do the same, with a view to bringing
the Paris Agreement into force as early as pos-
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