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The situation in and in relation to South
Sudan, which has been marked by activities
that threaten the peace, security, or stability
of South Sudan and the surrounding region,
including widespread violence and atrocities,
human rights abuses, recruitment and use of
child soldiers, attacks on peacekeepers, and
obstruction of humanitarian operations, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. For this reason, I
have determined that it is necessary to contin-

ue the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13664 with respect to South Su-
dan.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Park Geun-hye of South
Korea and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan
March 31, 2016

President Obama. Well, it is a pleasure to
host President Park of the Republic of Korea
and Prime Minister Abe of Japan, two of our
closest allies in Asia, two of my closest friends
and collaborators on the international stage.
We are bound together by treaty, by trade, and
by the enduring bonds between our peoples.

We share common values and a common vi-
sion for the future of the Asia-Pacific, a vision
that is rooted in our strong commitment to a
rules-based order, one in which all countries,
regardless of size, act according to shared
norms and shared principles.

Because of the topic of this summit, the Nu-
clear Security Summit, it’s not surprising that
one of the topics most on our minds is the issue
of North Korea. And we are united in our ef-
forts to deter and defend against North Korean
provocations. We recognize that our security is
linked, that we have to work together to meet
this challenge. And we also recognize that it is
important to the entire international communi-
ty to vigilantly enforce the strong U.N. security
measures that were passed in light of some of
the ballistic missile and nuclear activity that
Pyongyang has been engaging in.

We agreed during this meeting that trilater-
al security cooperation is essential to maintain-
ing peace and stability in Northeast Asia, de-
terring the North Korean nuclear threat and
the potential of nuclear proliferation as a con-

sequence of North Korean activities. And in
our meeting, we discussed ways to deepen that
cooperation. We’ve directed our teams to work
diligently in the coming weeks and months to
elaborate additional steps that we can take col-
lectively in order to ensure that we have a de-
nuclearized Korean Peninsula and that we can
restore a sense of stability and peace to the re-
gion, as well as, hopefully, promoting the kind
of opportunities and prosperity for the North
Korean people who have been suffering so se-
verely because of human rights abuses in
North Korea.

We also had a broader discussion about
global challenges. We shared our commitment
to moving forward on the Paris Agreement
around climate change. We are committed to
working together on combating ISIL. And at
the end of this Nuclear Security Summit,
there’s going to be an international focus on
how—what additional steps need to be taken
in light of the terrible tragedy that took place
in Brussels. Both the Republic of Korea and
Japan have been stalwart allies in that process.

And finally, we talked about some potential
areas of collaboration between our three coun-
tries on more positive agenda items, such as
the Vice President’s moonshot to cure cancer.
There’s already collaboration between Japan
and the Republic of Korea on cancer research.
We’re going to be directing our teams to work
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together in a trilateral fashion to make further
strides in this critical area.

So I want to thank both President Park and
Prime Minister Abe for their outstanding work
with us, their significant progress in their bilat-
eral relationship, and our shared commitment
to promoting a more peaceful world.

With that, let me turn it over to President
Park of Republic of Korea.

President Park. Today’s trilateral summit
meeting with President Obama and Prime
Minister, following as it does our previous
meeting at The Hague in 2014, is indeed a spe-
cial occasion. In light of the security situation
on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia
in the wake of North Korea’s fourth nuclear
test, just the mere fact that we three leaders
have gathered in one spot in and of itself car-
ries huge significance.

First of all, on the North Korean nuclear is-
sue, which represents a shared challenge con-
fronting all three countries—an urgent chal-
lenge—today’s meeting has led to in-depth dis-
cussions on what our three countries should do
together in order to stop North Korea from up-
grading its nuclear capabilities and alter its
misguided calculus. And we further reinforced
our coordination towards North Korea.

Given the adoption of Security Council Res-
olution 2270, which is the strongest sanctions
resolution on North Korea to date, what is es-
sential going forward is to thoroughly enforce
the resolution so that North Korea realizes it
cannot ensure its own survivability unless it
abandons its nuclear aspirations. To this end,
Korea, the U.S., and Japan have agreed to co-
ordinate closely not only in enforcing the Secu-
rity Council resolution, but in implementing
our respective individual sanctions on North
Korea, all the while further enhancing our soli-
darity with the international community to
make sure that the international community
effectively steps up its pressure on North Ko-
rea.

In addition, in relation to the recent escala-
tion of North Korea’s rhetoric about making
further provocations, I stand here together
with the leaders of the United States and Japan
and warn once again that the international

community will by no means condone North
Korea’s provocation and that should it choose
to undertake yet another provocation, it is cer-
tain to find itself facing even tougher sanctions
and isolation.

Meanwhile, given how the North Korean
human rights issue pertains to the universal
values of humanity and is integral to whether
all people on the Korean Peninsula can enjoy
decent lives as human beings, we also agreed
to bolster our efforts to improve human rights
in North Korea. In this connection, the fact
that the U.N. Human Rights Council recently
adopted a stronger North Korean human rights
resolution by consensus and without a vote apt-
ly illustrates the profound extent to which the
international community is concerned about
the state of human rights in North Korea.

I attach great importance to trilateral coop-
eration among Korea, the U.S., and Japan. And
in this vein, my hope is to see today’s meeting
spur progress and trilateral cooperation where
possible, which in turn can provide a basis that
contributes to strengthening communication
with other countries in the region to enhance
cooperation with them.

In addition, I hope that our trilateral coop-
eration can set the pace for working together
with a wide range of countries in the region
and thereby continue to serve the cause of
peace and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific.

Aside from the North Korean nuclear issue,
we also agreed at today’s meeting to redouble
our cooperation on global issues, including cli-
mate change, counterterrorism, and health. In
particular, having hosted the second Nuclear
Security Summit after the United States host-
ed the first, Korea intends to make leading
contributions to moving the nuclear security
regime further forward as we enter the post-
summit phase.

President Obama just spoke about the can-
cer moonshot initiative. And we couldn’t agree
more about the importance of curing cancer
and what it can do to promote public health
and welfare. And we welcome this pathbreak-
ing initiative by the United States. We look for-
ward to expanding trilateral cooperation in this
area as we go forward.
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I hope that today’s summit meeting will lay
the groundwork for enhanced coordination
among countries in the region in the service of
peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula
and in Northeast Asia. And I take this opportu-
nity to thank President Obama once again for
hosting this successful trilateral summit.

Thank you.
Prime Minister Abe. First of all, my deepest

appreciations to President Obama for hosting
today’s Japan-U.S.-Korea summit. I also was
very delighted to be able to see Park—Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye once again.

Leaders of three countries that are responsi-
ble for regional peace and stability have gotten
together at one venue and confirmed the im-
portance of the rule of law and actions based
on rules and exchanged candid views on a vari-
ety of regional and global issues, including
North Korea. The meeting was timely and ex-
tremely meaningful.

In light of the regional situation faced by the
three nations, it is necessary to further pro-
mote Japan-U.S.-Korea cooperation in the area
of security. A special concern is the progress of
North Korea’s nuclear and missile capability,
which is a direct and grave threat not only to
the three countries, but to the global commu-
nity.

In order to jointly respond to such circum-
stances, we confirmed our commitment to
strengthen the trilateral cooperation at all lev-
els, which was a major achievement of this
meeting. We agreed to give directions to the
working level to promote concrete security and
defense cooperation between the foreign af-
fairs and defense authorities of the three na-
tions.

Further, in order for the global community
to steadfastly implement the Security Council
resolutions, we hope to proceed with assistance
to the peripheral countries and developing
countries in capacity building for nonprolifera-
tion.

On the issue of abduction, I spoke of the im-
portance of the abduction issue and that it is a
problem that needs to be resolved with cer-
tainty. And I’m most appreciative of the kind
understanding and support shown by both
Presidents.

In addition, terrorism, Middle East, climate
change, cancer—elimination of cancer, how
we can cooperate, we have touched upon sev-
eral other items as well. Throughout these con-
sultations, we confirmed that there will be fur-
ther collaboration and cooperation between
our three nations on global challenges. Based
on what we discussed this morning, Japan, the
United States, and Korea, who share regional
strategic interests, will continue to closely col-
laborate and cooperate with each other.

Three leaders getting together at one venue
and conducting frank exchange of views con-
tributes to the peace and prosperity of the re-
gion and of the global community. Once again,
I was reminded of that fact. And once again,
may I extend my deepest gratitude to Presi-
dent Obama for hosting this meeting.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in
room 151AB at the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. President
Park and Prime Minister Abe spoke in Korean
and Japanese, respectively, and their remarks
were translated by interpreters.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China
March 31, 2016

President Obama. I want to welcome Presi-
dent Xi back to Washington. As I’ve said be-
fore, the United States welcomes the rise of a
peaceful, stable, and prosperous China, work-
ing with us to address global challenges. And I

have been committed throughout my adminis-
tration to working effectively with China on a
whole range of issues and have developed a
frank and effective level of communications
cooperation with President Xi as we seek to ex-
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