AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Mar. 24 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

this visit, the victims who paid with their lives
the intolerance and violence that were the hall-
mark of Argentina’s past.

So, again, as you stated, Mr. President, to-
day we need to reaffirm our commitment to
democracy and human rights. Every day,
somewhere in the world they are jeopardized.

So, again, I thank you for this visit to our
country on this very special day for us. This
gives us an opportunity again to work together,
the way you have been doing it, for the defense
of these causes around the world. This calls up-
on us not to be just passive onlookers of any vi-

olation, as has often been the case at other
times in the history of mankind.

Thank you for this token of friendship and
for this commitment to work together, also es-
pecially as regards this particularly painful time
in the history of our country.

A good day to you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Cox, former
editor, Buenos Aires Herald; and former U.S.
Foreign Service Officer F. Allen “Tex” Harris.
President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

March 25, 2016

Michelle and I join our fellow Christians in
observing Good Friday and celebrating Easter
this weekend. This is a time to remember the
sacrifices made for us and hold all who suffer
close to our hearts. Yet it is also a time to re-

The President’s Weekly Address
March 26, 2016

This week, our hearts are with the people of
Belgium, as terrorist attacks claimed the lives
of more than thirty people. Yesterday we
learned that at least two Americans were
killed. We pray for their families and loved
ones. At least 14 Americans were injured. And
we pray for their full recovery, along with ev-
eryone else affected by these attacks.

Earlier this week, I called the Prime Minis-
ter of Belgium and offered him our full array of
support in bringing to justice any terrorists in-
volved in planning or aiding this unconsciona-
ble attack on innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. Belgium is a close friend and ally of the
United States. And when it comes to our
friends, America has their back, especially as
we fight the scourge of terrorism.

More broadly, we're going to continue to
root out and defeat ISIL. We've been taking
out ISIL leadership, and this week, we re-
moved one of their top leaders from the battle-
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joice, give thanks for the Resurrection, and
unite with Christians around the world in pro-
claiming, “Christ has risen; He has risen in-
deed.” We wish all who celebrate a blessed and
joyful Easter.

field permanently. A relentless air campaign—
and support for forces in Iraq and Syria who
are fighting ISIL on the ground—has allowed
us to take approximately 40 percent of the pop-
ulated territory that ISIL once held in Iraq.
We're supporting Iraqi security forces who are
beginning to put pressure on the ISIL strong-
hold of Mosul. And we will not stop until
ISIL’s safe havens are destroyed.

We're also working to disrupt plots against
the United States and against our friends and
allies. A team of FBI agents is on the ground in
Belgium supporting the investigation. We've
ramped up our intelligence cooperation so that
we can root out ISIL’s operations. And we con-
stantly review our homeland security posture
to remain vigilant against any efforts to target
the United States.

ISIL poses a threat to the entire civilized
world. That's why we’ve been leading a truly
global coalition that will be vital to our success.
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