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this visit, the victims who paid with their lives
the intolerance and violence that were the hall-
mark of Argentina’s past.

So, again, as you stated, Mr. President, to-
day we need to reaffirm our commitment to
democracy and human rights. Every day,
somewhere in the world they are jeopardized.

So, again, I thank you for this visit to our
country on this very special day for us. This
gives us an opportunity again to work together,
the way you have been doing it, for the defense
of these causes around the world. This calls up-
on us not to be just passive onlookers of any vi-

olation, as has often been the case at other
times in the history of mankind.

Thank you for this token of friendship and
for this commitment to work together, also es-
pecially as regards this particularly painful time
in the history of our country.

A good day to you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Cox, former
editor, Buenos Aires Herald; and former U.S.
Foreign Service Officer F. Allen “Tex” Harris.
President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

March 25, 2016

Michelle and I join our fellow Christians in
observing Good Friday and celebrating Easter
this weekend. This is a time to remember the
sacrifices made for us and hold all who suffer
close to our hearts. Yet it is also a time to re-

The President’s Weekly Address
March 26, 2016

This week, our hearts are with the people of
Belgium, as terrorist attacks claimed the lives
of more than thirty people. Yesterday we
learned that at least two Americans were
killed. We pray for their families and loved
ones. At least 14 Americans were injured. And
we pray for their full recovery, along with ev-
eryone else affected by these attacks.

Earlier this week, I called the Prime Minis-
ter of Belgium and offered him our full array of
support in bringing to justice any terrorists in-
volved in planning or aiding this unconsciona-
ble attack on innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. Belgium is a close friend and ally of the
United States. And when it comes to our
friends, America has their back, especially as
we fight the scourge of terrorism.

More broadly, we're going to continue to
root out and defeat ISIL. We've been taking
out ISIL leadership, and this week, we re-
moved one of their top leaders from the battle-
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joice, give thanks for the Resurrection, and
unite with Christians around the world in pro-
claiming, “Christ has risen; He has risen in-
deed.” We wish all who celebrate a blessed and
joyful Easter.

field permanently. A relentless air campaign—
and support for forces in Iraq and Syria who
are fighting ISIL on the ground—has allowed
us to take approximately 40 percent of the pop-
ulated territory that ISIL once held in Iraq.
We're supporting Iraqi security forces who are
beginning to put pressure on the ISIL strong-
hold of Mosul. And we will not stop until
ISIL’s safe havens are destroyed.

We're also working to disrupt plots against
the United States and against our friends and
allies. A team of FBI agents is on the ground in
Belgium supporting the investigation. We've
ramped up our intelligence cooperation so that
we can root out ISIL’s operations. And we con-
stantly review our homeland security posture
to remain vigilant against any efforts to target
the United States.

ISIL poses a threat to the entire civilized
world. That's why we’ve been leading a truly
global coalition that will be vital to our success.



Secretary Kerry is leading an international ef-
fort to bring the Syrian war to an end, a critical
piece of restoring stability to that war-torn part
of the world. And next week, dozens of world
leaders will come here to Washington for a
summit focused on nuclear security. We'll use
that opportunity to also review our joint efforts
against ISIL and to make sure the world re-
mains united in this effort to protect our peo-
ple.

As we move forward in this fight, we have to
wield another weapon alongside our airstrikes,
our military, our counterterrorism work, and
our diplomacy. And that’s the power of our ex-
ample: our openness to refugees fleeing ISIL’s
violence; our determination to win the battle
against ISIL’s hateful and violent propaganda,
a distorted view of Islam that aims to radicalize
young Muslims to their cause. In that effort,
our most important partners are American
Muslims. That’s why we have to reject any at-
tempt to stigmatize Muslim Americans and
their enormous contributions to our country
and our way of life. Such attempts are contrary
to our character, to our values, and to our his-
tory as a nation built around the idea of reli-
gious freedom. It’s also counterproductive. It
plays right into the hands of terrorists who
want to turn us against one another; who need
a reason to recruit more people to their hateful
cause.

I'm a father. And just like any other parent,
the awful images from Brussels draw my
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thoughts to my own children’s safety. That’s al-
so why you should be confident that defeating
ISIL remains our top military, intelligence,
and national security priority.

We will succeed. The terrorists will fail.
They want us to abandon our values and our
way of life. We will not. They want us to give in
to their vision of the future. We will defeat
them with ours. Because we know that the fu-
ture belongs not to those who seek only to de-
stroy, but to those who have the courage to
build.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:45 p.m. on March 25 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
March 26. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Justin and Stephanie Shults, U.S. citi-
zens who were killed in the terrorist bombing
at the Brussels Airport in Brussels, Belgium,
on March 22; Prime Minister Charles Yvon
Michel of Belgium; and Abd al-Rahman Mus-
tafa al-Qaduli, also known as Haji Imam, an Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization leader who was killed in a
U.S. airstrike. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 25, but was embargoed for release until
6 a.m. on March 26. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll

March 28, 2016

The President. How’s everybody doing to-
day? Happy Easter!

Audience members. Happy Easter!

The President. You guys brought the sun
out, so we appreciate that so much. This is al-
ways one of our favorite events of the year. It’s
so much fun. And I don’t want to talk too long,
but I do want to make sure that everybody
thanks our outstanding Marine Band, who
does such a great job. I want to thank all the
volunteers who have helped to make this day
possible. Give them a huge round of applause.

And I want to thank the First Lady of the Unit-
ed States, Michelle Obamal

The First Lady. Yay! Thank you, honey.

The President. Thank you.

The First Lady. Here, you take Sunny. Hi,
everybody! Happy Easter Egg Roll day! Are
you all having a good time?

Audience members. Yeah!

The First Lady. It is going to be perfect
weather. The sun is coming out, which is al-
ways a great omen for the day. We're just
thrilled to have you all here. Today is a little bit
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