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the young people who I interacted with, their
talent and their optimism and their vision for
the future. I understand the business forum our
countries held together was fruitful; it will lead
to what we both want so much for our people,
which is more jobs and more opportunity. I
know that our spectacular First Ladies out-
shone us, as they usually do, and highlighted
the vital importance of opportunity and educa-
tion and equality for our girls and our women.
This has all been a great reminder that the
people of my country and the people of yours
have so much in common. We share the same
values of freedom and opportunity and a com-
mitment to justice and human rights and rule
of law. We try to live up to the example of a
singular Argentinian, His Holiness Pope Fran-
cis, who I was honored to host last year at the
White House, and we know that our work as
nations must be about lifting up the most vul-
nerable and caring for the least of these and
treating people as we would want ourselves to
be treated. We even possess the same pioneer-
ing, frontier spirit. We have different names
for it: We call it cowboys; you call it gauchos.
And I've confessed that I have been intrigued
to visit a country that maybe eats more red
meat than the United States of America.
[Laughter] That’s hard to find. That’s not an
easy claim to take from cowboys. [Laughter]
But my hope is that, given the extraordinary
history between our two countries, that this is a
new beginning. I am coming to the end of my
term as President of the United States. Mi-
chelle, by the way, is quite pleased about that.
[Laughter] You are just getting started. But as

we meet here today, what we recognize is that
the opportunities and possibilities for our two
countries are not bound by just two leaders.
They're bound by our fellow citizens and the
friendships and the bonds and the common in-
terests that we share and that we can promote.
And if we do, that will be good for the world
because both of our countries have extraordi-
nary strengths, and because we are democra-
cies, both of our countries have the capacity to
learn from some of the tragedies and pain of
the past. And that makes us, I think, uniquely
situated to help to promote those things that
we care about so deeply.

So, in the spirit of renewed friendship and
partnership and engagement, I'd like to close
with the words of one of Argentina’s great gifts
to the world, Jorge Luis Borges, who once said,
“And now, I think that in this country we have
a certain right to hope.”

I think we have a certain right to hope as a
consequence of the extraordinary work we’re
doing today. So let me propose a toast. To
Mauricio and Juliana, to the friendship be-
tween our peoples, to our inviolable right to
hope: jAl gran pueblo Argentino, salud!

[President Obama offered a toast. ]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
8:12 p.m. in the Shields Hall at the Centro
Cultural Kirchner. In his remarks, he referred
to Juliana Awada, wife of President Macri.
President Macri’s remarks could not be veri-
fied because the audio was incomplete.

Remarks With President Mauricio Macri of Argentina at the Parque de la

Memoria in Buenos Aires, Argentina
March 24, 2016

President Obama. Well, good morning. It’s
humbling to join President Macri at this poi-
gnant and beautiful memorial in honor of the
victims of the Argentinian military dictatorship
and the suffering their families have endured.

This park is a tribute to their memory. But
it’s also a tribute to the bravery and tenacity of
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the parents, the spouses, siblings, and the chil-
dren who love and remember them and who
refuse to give up until they get the truth and
the justice they deserve.

To those families: Your relentlessness, your
determination has made a difference. You've
driven Argentina’s remarkable efforts to hold



responsible those who perpetrated these
crimes. You are the ones who will ensure that
the past is remembered, and the promise of
“Nunca Mds” is finally fulfilled.

It takes courage for a society to address un-
comfortable truths about the darker parts of its
past. Confronting crimes committed by our
own leaders, by our own people, that can be di-
visive and frustrating. But it’s essential to mov-
ing forward, to building a peaceful and pros-
perous future and a country that respects the
rights of all of its citizens.

Today we also commemorate those who
fought side by side with Argentinians for hu-
man rights. The scientists who answered the
call from the Grandmothers of the Plaza de
Mayo to help identify victims in Argentina and
around the world. The journalists, like Bob
Cox, who bravely reported on human rights
abuses despite threats to them and their fami-
lies.

The diplomats, like Tex Harris, who worked
in the U.S. Embassy here to document human
rights abuses and identify the disappeared; and
like Patt Derian, the Assistant Secretary of
State for Human Rights for President Jimmy
Carter, a President who understood that hu-
man rights is a fundamental element of foreign
policy. That understanding is something that
has influenced the way we strive to conduct
ourselves in the world ever since.

There’s been controversy about the policies
of the United States early in those dark days,
and the United States, when it reflects on what
happened here, has to examine its own policies
as well and its own past. Democracies have to
have the courage to acknowledge when we
don’t live up to the ideals that we stand for,
when we’ve been slow to speak out for human
rights. And that was the case here.

But because of the principles of Americans
who served our Government, our diplomats
documented and described many instances of
human rights violations. In 2002, as part of a 2-
year effort, the U.S. declassified and released
thousands of those records, many of which
were used as evidence to hold the perpetrators
accountable.
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Today, in response to a request from Presi-
dent Macri, and to continue helping the fami-
lies of the victims find some of the truth and
justice they deserve, I can announce that the
United States Government will declassify even
more documents from that period, including,
for the first time, military and intelligence re-
cords, because I believe we have a responsibili-
ty to confront the past with honesty and trans-
parency.

A memorial like this speaks to the responsi-
bilities that all of us have. We cannot forget the
past. But when we find the courage to confront
it, when we find the courage to change that
past, that’'s when we build a better future.
That’s what the families of the victims have
done. And the United States of America wants
to continue to be a partner in your efforts. Be-
cause what happened here in Argentina is not
unique to Argentina, and it’s not confined to
the past. And each of us have a responsibility
each and every day to make sure that wherever
we see injustice, wherever we see rule of law
flouted, that we are honest witnesses, that
we're speaking out, and that we're examining
our own hearts and taking responsibility to
make this a better place for our children and
our grandchildren.

Thank you very much.

President Macri. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you very much, dear Presi-
dent, for joining us on such an important date
for the Argentine people. This is the National
Day for Memory and Justice and Truth. Justice
and truth are two words that mean a lot and
have a deep, profound meaning for the Argen-
tine people.

Today marks the 40th anniversary of the
military coup that consolidated the beginning
of the darkest period in our history. And as I
said during my Inaugural Address at the ses-
sions in Congress at the beginning of the
month of March, on March of 1st, this is a mar-
velous opportunity for all of the Argentine peo-
ple, together, to say and claim “Never Again.”
Never again in Argentina to political violence.
Never again to institutional violence.

Today we remember, with pain and grief,
while thanking those who have joined us on
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this visit, the victims who paid with their lives
the intolerance and violence that were the hall-
mark of Argentina’s past.

So, again, as you stated, Mr. President, to-
day we need to reaffirm our commitment to
democracy and human rights. Every day,
somewhere in the world they are jeopardized.

So, again, I thank you for this visit to our
country on this very special day for us. This
gives us an opportunity again to work together,
the way you have been doing it, for the defense
of these causes around the world. This calls up-
on us not to be just passive onlookers of any vi-

olation, as has often been the case at other
times in the history of mankind.

Thank you for this token of friendship and
for this commitment to work together, also es-
pecially as regards this particularly painful time
in the history of our country.

A good day to you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Cox, former
editor, Buenos Aires Herald; and former U.S.
Foreign Service Officer F. Allen “Tex” Harris.
President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

March 25, 2016

Michelle and I join our fellow Christians in
observing Good Friday and celebrating Easter
this weekend. This is a time to remember the
sacrifices made for us and hold all who suffer
close to our hearts. Yet it is also a time to re-

The President’s Weekly Address
March 26, 2016

This week, our hearts are with the people of
Belgium, as terrorist attacks claimed the lives
of more than thirty people. Yesterday we
learned that at least two Americans were
killed. We pray for their families and loved
ones. At least 14 Americans were injured. And
we pray for their full recovery, along with ev-
eryone else affected by these attacks.

Earlier this week, I called the Prime Minis-
ter of Belgium and offered him our full array of
support in bringing to justice any terrorists in-
volved in planning or aiding this unconsciona-
ble attack on innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. Belgium is a close friend and ally of the
United States. And when it comes to our
friends, America has their back, especially as
we fight the scourge of terrorism.

More broadly, we're going to continue to
root out and defeat ISIL. We've been taking
out ISIL leadership, and this week, we re-
moved one of their top leaders from the battle-
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joice, give thanks for the Resurrection, and
unite with Christians around the world in pro-
claiming, “Christ has risen; He has risen in-
deed.” We wish all who celebrate a blessed and
joyful Easter.

field permanently. A relentless air campaign—
and support for forces in Iraq and Syria who
are fighting ISIL on the ground—has allowed
us to take approximately 40 percent of the pop-
ulated territory that ISIL once held in Iraq.
We're supporting Iraqi security forces who are
beginning to put pressure on the ISIL strong-
hold of Mosul. And we will not stop until
ISIL’s safe havens are destroyed.

We're also working to disrupt plots against
the United States and against our friends and
allies. A team of FBI agents is on the ground in
Belgium supporting the investigation. We've
ramped up our intelligence cooperation so that
we can root out ISIL’s operations. And we con-
stantly review our homeland security posture
to remain vigilant against any efforts to target
the United States.

ISIL poses a threat to the entire civilized
world. That's why we’ve been leading a truly
global coalition that will be vital to our success.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-11-30T16:33:03-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




