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the baton. The question is, for our leg of the
race, did we advance the causes we care about?
Did our team gain ground against the challeng-
es that we care about? And on that front, I be-
lieve we have achieved that.

But we still have a lot of work to do. There
are a lot of people in America who are still
looking for more opportunity. I certainly have
not been successful in getting the two parties
to work together more cooperatively. And the
tone of our politics is not—doesn’t reflect, I
think, what’s best in us. There are still major
challenges. ISIL is still killing people. North
Korea still has a nuclear weapons program.
Middle East peace has not been achieved.

So if I were satisfied now, then I would be
blind to the many challenges we face. I can say
with confidence that the work we’ve done has
made both America, and I think the world,
stronger and better. And I feel pretty good
about the fact that I can look back and say that
I operated with honesty and integrity and don’t
feel as if I said things I didn’t believe or acted
in ways that would make me ashamed. And
that, I think, counts for something as well.

I said this before: I would have started dye-
ing my hair sooner so people wouldn’t realize
how much I’ve aged during these 7½ years, but
it’s too late now. [Laughter] So I’ll just have to
go with it.

[President Macri spoke in English as follows.]

President Macri. I started like this right
away, so—[laughter].

Mr. Pavlovsky. The same question for Presi-
dent Macri.

[President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows.]

President Macri. I’m only just starting, but I
would like to say—also stressing the first few
words of President Obama—I am also here be-
cause I deeply believe in my people. I know
this country, and I know what it’s capable of
doing. So I think we are all committed to
building opportunities for all of us to be able to
develop and to learn from one another.

And also there’s something you said: To heal
the wounds of the past, we need to put our fu-
ture, our children, our grandchildren as the
priority and build solutions that clearly need to
be connected to the world. Isolated from the
rest of the world, there’s no future for Argenti-
na. This is why your visit is so important, just
like the visits of other Presidents and Prime
Ministers who visited recently.

And that is what we’re betting on: growing
in peace, leaving a mark of peace, honesty, and
hard work, which is what we Argentines are ca-
pable of doing.

Mr. Pavlovsky. So this concludes the press
conference. Thank you very much to both
Presidents, Mr. Macri and Mr. Obama.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:56 p.m. in the Salon Blanca at the Casa
Rosada. In his remarks, the President referred
to Prime Minister Charles Michel of Belgium;
Agustina, Jimena, Francisco, and Antonia Mac-
ri, children of President Macri; Rafael B. Cruz,
father of Sen. Cruz; Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who
was convicted for his role in the Boston Mara-
thon bombing of April 15, 2013; and David A.
“Big Papi” Ortiz, designated hitter, Major
League Baseball’s Boston Red Sox. President
Macri referred to the Mercado Común del Sur
(MERCOSUR), the Common Market of the
South. Mr. Pavlovsky spoke in Spanish, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Young Leaders of the
Americas Initiative Town Hall Meeting in Buenos Aires
March 23, 2016

The President. Hola! Thank you so much.
Muchas gracias. Please, thank you. Thank you
so much. Buenos dias, Buenos Aires! Please

have a seat. Well, thank you so much for the
warm welcome that you’ve offered me and Mi-
chelle and Malia and Sasha and my mother-in-
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law and—[laughter]—a very important person.
[Laughter] And on behalf of the people of the
United States, I want to thank you for your
friendship and the strong bonds between our
two people.

Celeste, thank you for the wonderful intro-
duction. Please give Celeste a big round of ap-
plause. That’s not easy to do. The work that
she’s doing to prepare more of our young peo-
ple—and especially our young women—for
the jobs of tomorrow is inspiring. I’m glad to
hear that when Celeste visited the United
States as part of the Young Leaders Initiative,
she got to go to her first National Basketball
Association game in Denver. I don’t think Gi-
nobili was playing—[laughter]—but I can con-
firm that he is not only a nice guy, but also one
of the best players in the world and a proud Ar-
gentinian. So he is a great champion. My Chi-
cago Bulls have been losing, and the Spurs
have been winning, so I’m not that happy
about that. [Laughter]

I want to thank everybody at the Usina del
Arte for hosting us today. And I want you to
know that the reason I came here is, in part,
because I’ve wanted to come to Buenos Aires
ever since I was a young person like you. I very
much enjoyed Argentinian literature, authors
like Borges and Cortázar. And so I would read
them and became fascinated with Buenos Ai-
res. I said at my press conference today, the
only problem was, when I was reading, people
were always drinking mate, and I didn’t know
what that was. [Laughter] So I just had my first
mate today. [Laughter] It was good. [Applause]
It was good. And my team, my staff thought I
was very clear headed at the press conference,
and they said it must be the mate. So I might—
I’m going to try to take some back. [Laughter]

But I also wanted to bring my daughters
here, so they could see the beauty and the vi-
brancy of this city. They’ve already met one fa-
mous Argentinean, His Holiness Pope Francis.
Now they want to meet Messi, but I could not
arrange that. [Laughter] They will not get a
chance to experience the Palermo at night.
[Laughter] That’s—they will have to come
back on their own to do that, not with their fa-

ther. [Laughter] And we’re looking forward to
visiting Bariloche tomorrow.

But also, whenever I travel, I always want to
spend time with young people. Your genera-
tion has grown up in times of breathtaking
change. In your lives, you’ve seen massive
global declines in poverty and disease—so
there’s a lot of good news out there—but
you’ve seen incredible strides for women’s
rights and LGBT rights. You’ve mastered tech-
nology. The world is connected now in ways
that we couldn’t imagine even 10, 20 years ago.
But you’ve also seen unthinkable violence from
terrorists who try to tear us apart, whether it’s
at an airport in Brussels, as we just saw, or a
Jewish center in Buenos Aires. And all of us,
Americans and Argentinians alike, stand up
against the scourge of terrorism, and we stand
with the people of Belgium during this time of
enormous sorrow.

And yet, even though you’ve come of an age
and—where change is happening so rapidly,
your generation I think believes deeply that
you can change this world for the better.
You’re more interested in hard work—the hard
work of waging peace than the easy impulse to-
wards conflict. You’re more interested in the
hard work of building prosperity through en-
trepreneurship, instead of cronyism and cor-
ruption. You’re more eager for the progress
that comes not from holding down people who
are not like you, but lifting everybody up so
that everybody has an opportunity, regardless
of what they look like or how they pray or who
they love. And that makes me hopeful. I’m al-
ways inspired by young people. So I’m going to
be speaking very briefly, because I want to
mostly hear from you.

I am here because these past several years
mark a new era of U.S. engagement in the re-
gion, in the Americas. We’re not just nations,
but we’re also neighbors. Millions of people in
the United States are bound to the Americas
through ties of commerce and family. Thou-
sands of Argentinians study in the United
States every year. Hundreds of U.S. companies
employ thousands of people here in Argentina.
And we’re committed to expanding those ties
of leadership and scholarship and trade.
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And I’m here in Argentina because I’m im-
pressed with many of the reforms that have
been initiated by President Macri in recent
weeks, his effort to reconnect Argentina to the
world community and to lay the groundwork
for a more sustainable and inclusive economy.
He inherited a tough economic situation, just
as I did when I first came into office. He’s
working to make it better. And in fact, to show
their confidence in this new direction, U.S.
companies are announcing tens of millions of
dollars in new investment in Argentina. And
I’m launching a new dialogue to strengthen
business ties between our countries.

So the United States welcomes Argentina’s
leadership role not just in the region, but in the
world. Because to solve today’s challenges, we
have to be partners. Somos un equipo. I’m on-
ly—I’ve got to practice my Spanish. [Laughter]

But it’s critical that we work together. And
that’s one of the reasons why the U.S. has start-
ed a new chapter with our relationship with
Cuba. I was honored to be the first U.S. Presi-
dent to visit Cuba in almost 90 years. And we
still have differences with the Cuban Govern-
ment, but what I said to President Castro is we
can’t be imprisoned by the past. When some-
thing doesn’t work for 50 years, we have to try
something new. And I believe that engage-
ment and dialogue is more powerful than isola-
tion and that the changes that we’re making
can improve the lives of the Cuban people.

And all of the people of the Americas de-
serve the right to speak and gather freely and
access the world’s information and participate
in forums like this. And so we hope that that
will happen in Cuba. We hope that will happen
everywhere in the world. But ultimately, it’s
going to be up to the Cuban people, just like
it’s up to sovereign peoples everywhere to be
able to find their own voice and create democ-
racy and freedom. We can be partners in that,
and we can help.

And this new beginning is going to be good,
I think, for the entire hemisphere. Part of my
goal is to move past the old debates that have
defined this region, move forward in a way that
benefits your generation. And unlike any other
time in history, the technology at your disposal

means that you don’t have to settle for the
world as it is; you can create the world as you
want it to be. You already have the freedom to
build a world in powerful and disruptive ways.

That’s why we’re going to spend a lot of time
in the coming months in building more vibrant
connections between young people. Five years
ago, I started an initiative called 100,000
Strong in the Americas. And by the end of this
decade, we want 100,000 U.S. students study-
ing in the Americas, and we want 100,000 stu-
dents from the Americas studying in the Unit-
ed States. And today I’m proud to announce
that that effort is growing here in Argentina.
Partners like InET and CAF Development
Bank in Latin America have committed to in-
crease student exchanges between our techni-
cal colleges. And I want to thank President
Macri for committing to a thousand new ex-
changes.

And finally, last year I launched what we call
the Young Leaders of the America Initiative.
And we’re seeking out the most innovative
young entrepreneurs and civil society leaders
and giving them a chance to earn the training
and the connections and the capital that you
need to make a difference. So this year, I’ll
welcome the first full class of fellows to Wash-
ington. We’re going to help them expand their
commercial and social ventures by embedding
them in U.S. businesses and incubators and
nonprofits and universities. We’re going to give
U.S. participants the chance to continue their
collaboration with you back in your home
countries.

And that’s how we want to empower all
young people. That’s how we want to empower
young women like Celeste. It’s how we create a
future where climate researchers in the Ama-
zon collaborate with scientists in Alaska, where
an idea in Buenos Aires can develop with an in-
cubator in Boston. That’s how we can make
sure that we create a future where any young
person can choose a path that opens his or her
opportunities beyond their neighborhood into
the wider world.

It’s where a young person can learn skills in
the State of West Virginia in the United States
and put them to work right here in Argentina.
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So Gino Tubaro, who’s here today—where’s
Gino? Somewhere. There you go. There we
go. All right, Gino.

So Gino is a great example. He was tinkering
with 3–D printing as a teenager when, through
the U.S. Embassy, he participated in the Na-
tional Youth Science Camp in West Virginia.
Then he learned the latest 3–D printing tech-
nology. When he came home to Argentina, he
cofounded a company that used these new
skills. He received a request from a woman
looking for a prosthetic hand for her young son
Felipe. And typically, those hands can costs
tens of thousands of American dollars. Gino
“printed” a new hand for Felipe for far less.
Just a few weeks later, for the first time, Felipe
could ride a bike, go fishing, do many of the
things that normal children do. And since then,
more than a thousand Argentinians have
signed up for Gino’s help.

So that’s what’s possible when we work to-
gether. That’s what—what’s possible when we
invest in young people like all of you. So I am
very proud to be here. I’m excited for your
questions. I’m excited for our conversation. As
you heard, my Spanish is not as good as it
should be. [Laughter] But we have a translator
here so you can ask questions in English or in
Spanish, and I will answer them as best I can.
And we have about an hour. So, preguntenme.
[Laughter] Let’s go. All right?

Who wants to go first? This young man right
here. Go ahead. Yes, you. Introduce yourself,
please.

The President’s View of Historical Progress

Q. President, my name is Federico—[inau-
dible]. I’m a professor at the Universidad Sal-
vador. President, I wanted to ask you the fol-
lowing question. We live in a world where cul-
tures often clash instead of coexisting peaceful-
ly, where some believe their very survival
depends on the eradication of others, where
intolerance and violence have become a com-
mon currency and people are forced to aban-
don everything and flee their homes, a drama
which I believe will characterize much of this
century’s history.

My question is this: Do you think all of the
different human cultures will eventually unify
or converge on a unique and universal culture,
something like—perhaps something akin to
the United Federation of Planets from the TV
series “Star Trek”? I do not seek a scientific an-
swer, just the honest opinion of a man who, as
President of one of the world’s leading coun-
tries, has been given a privileged point of view
on the matter.

Thank you.
The President. That’s an interesting ques-

tion. Thank you.
I believe that under the surface all people

are the same. Now part of that is my own heri-
tage and my own background. All right, my fa-
ther was a Black man from Africa. My mother
was a White woman in the United States,
whose ancestors had come from England and
Scotland. I—my mother remarried, and then
we moved to Indonesia. So I have a half-sister
who is Asian. I have nieces who are half-Chi-
nese. And so in my own family, I’ve got the ge-
netic strains of everybody. And it gives me con-
fidence—confidence that’s been reinforced as
President—that people are all essentially the
same. Similar hopes, similar dreams, similar
strengths, similar weaknesses. But we’re also
all bound by history and culture and habits.
And so conflicts arise, in part, because of some
weaknesses in human nature. When we feel
threatened, then we like to strike out against
people who are not like us. When we—when
change is happening too quickly, then we try to
hang on to those things that we think can give
us a solid foundation. And sometimes, the or-
ganizing principles are around issues like race
or religion. It—when there are times of scarci-
ty, then people can turn on each other.

And so I don’t underestimate the very real
challenges that we continue to face, and I don’t
think it is inevitable that the world comes to-
gether in a common culture and common un-
derstanding. But overall, I am hopeful. And
the reason I’m hopeful is, if you look at the tra-
jectory of history, humanity has slowly im-
proved. Not in a straight line: Sometimes, you
take two steps forward, and then you take one
step back.
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But if anybody here was asked the question,
what moment in human history would you
want to be born, and you didn’t know ahead of
time whether you were going to be born in the
United States or in Namibia. You didn’t know
ahead of time whether you were going to be
male or female, born into a wealthy family or a
poor family, so all you knew was you—what
moment in history would give you the best
chance for the best life? You would choose to-
day. Because the world is wealthier than it’s ev-
er been. It is better educated than it’s ever
been. It is more tolerant of differences than it’s
ever been. It’s more connected than it’s ever
been. It’s healthier than it’s ever been. We live
longer than we ever have. We have better den-
tal care than we ever have.

It used to be if you had a bad tooth, that was
bad. You had a problem. Now you go see the
dentist most of the time, in many countries
around the world. It’s a small thing, but it’s im-
portant. Penicillin. Books. Women are treated
with more respect, on average, today, even
though we have a long way to go. People with
sexual differences are treated with more re-
spect.

And even violence—because today, we see
terrorism, and it’s painful, and we’re shocked
and horrified by what happens—and yet, if you
look even in the 20th century, much less if you
go back to the days of the conquistadors or
Genghis Khan or slavery—but even just in the
20th century, the world is far less violent today,
on average, than it was 25, 50, 100 years ago.

So all of that makes me hopeful. But as I
said, it’s not inevitable. And I think one of the
things that’s important for bringing about fur-
ther progress is that we listen to each other and
we understand our differences. I don’t think
it’s necessary for us to all speak one language
or all have the same foods or all have the same
customs. But I do believe that there are some
universal principles that are important.

I believe that the most important principle
is a very simple one that is at the heart of most
of the world’s great religions, which is treat
somebody the same way you’d want to be treat-
ed. And if you start with that basic premise,
then we will continue to make progress.

But I also think that in order for us to make
progress, we have to have that fellow feeling,
and we have to combine that with the use of
our brains and reason and our intellect. And
what’s interesting now, everybody here has a
phone, and everybody is looking all the time.
And in some ways, that’s actually isolating peo-
ple sometimes more than it’s bringing people
together. And what I also notice is, because
there’s so much information coming in, that
sometimes people just surf the surface of infor-
mation as opposed to analysis and understand-
ing and study.

In America, sometimes in our politics, you
see sound bites—what we call sound bites. I
don’t know the translation. But it’s just the
Twitter line without trying to figure out, okay,
is this true or not? What are the facts? And
when it comes to an issue like climate change,
we have to have a maturity to say, okay, here’s
what the science tells us—the planet is getting
warmer—and even though it’s not happening
right now, and it’s a beautiful day outside in
Buenos Aires, we have to start working now so
that 20, 30, 50, 100 years from now, we still
have a beautiful planet to live on.

That requires not just a strong heart, but al-
so using our heads. And if we do those two
things, then I feel confident that we’ll make
progress. We’ll still have problems, but that’s
what makes life interesting, is having a few
problems. All right? Okay. Good.

I’m going to go—I’m going to alternate be-
tween men and women so that we make it fair.
Huh?

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. [Laughter] If you’re a wom-

an. This young lady right there, since she’s
standing right in the front. Get a microphone.

Q. I’m going to have a heart attack, Mr.
President.

The President. Oh, don’t have a heart attack!
That would be bad!

Q. Yes. My name is Natalia Quiroga; I am
university professor. I teach American political
communication. I have no answers, but I want
a few words for my students. And I know—I’m
going to—[inaudible]. You are my hero, yes.
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The President. Well, thank you so much. I
appreciate that. Thank you.

Here, the—since you didn’t have a question,
I’ll call on that young lady in the front as well,
just so that she—that way I get a question. But
that was very nice. Thank you.

Global Collaboration in Science and Medicine

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, I’m—[inaudi-
ble]—and I’m a research scientist. I’m very
proud to have you here in my country, really,
and thankful too, because I was educated in
your country during my postdoc in teaching
engineering research. So my question is relat-
ed with that, with science, principally, because
I feel like always art and science was, like, the
fields where the human being have not limits.
And I was wondering, is really—if you are not
fine, if you are not really just doing more than
collaboration between our countries—and this
is the most important thing in these areas—
why not to do a stronger collaboration between
your country and mine, like this idea between
another’s that perhaps other people have? But
I was organizing with Professor David Kaplan
in the United States, who was my mentor
there, to have a representation here in Argenti-
na from their laboratory of research. Right?

I know that there are a lot of programs of
collaborations, like Georgetown’s, to be done,
like I did. But I feel like a stronger collabora-
tion in these fields must to be another kind of
things—not only to have knowledge, but to put
in the really thing—like, for example, techno-
logic transfer, right? I feel like science, basic
science, it’s very, very important. When I am in
there, like a researcher, I feel like we can do
more.

The President. Okay, good.
Q. So I want to know about that. Thank you.
The President. Good. The—well, President

Macri and I spoke about this in our meeting. I
think the possibilities of collaboration between
Argentina and the United States in the scientif-
ic fields as well as the cultural fields, there’s a
huge opportunity there. We can do much more
than we’ve done so far. And you’re right that
it’s not enough just to have student exchanges.
There’s work that also has to be done together.

And the more minds we have at work on it, the
sooner we’ll be able to solve problems.

I’ll give you one specific example, and that is
when it comes to diseases and medicine. Ev-
erybody here is familiar with the emerging
problem of Zika throughout the Americas. It
turns out, that Zika is not a complicated virus.
And I am actually quite optimistic that we’ll be
able to find a diagnostic tool and a vaccine for
Zika. But the reason in the past that it hasn’t
been developed was because it was predomi-
nantly in small, poorer countries in isolated ar-
eas. There wasn’t a lot of money to be made
selling drugs to solve this small problem. And
so it didn’t get any attention.

Except now, we live in this world where ev-
erybody travels, where everybody is mobile, and
so there’s no such thing as a disease that’s just
isolated in one place, because if we don’t cure
that disease, if we don’t identify it early enough,
it will sweep the world. And oftentimes, it will
sweep very rapidly because there’s no immunity
and people aren’t accustomed to it.

And that’s true for—we saw what happened
with Ebola. Now were seeing it with Zika. And
obviously, the thing I’m most concerned about
is, if we end up seeing a flu, an airborne dis-
ease, because we know that in the past, during
the—in 1918, with the Spanish flu, millions of
people around the world died—it can go very
fast.

So this is an example where our goal is to
work with the Brazilians, with the Cubans,
with the Argentinians, with everyone so that
we are pooling our resources, solving the prob-
lem quickly, getting clinical trials done quickly,
finding ways that are culturally appropriate to
make sure that people get the medicines they
need quickly. And if we use the old model
where each country is doing its own thing and
working with its own companies and not worry-
ing about what’s happening elsewhere, we’re
not going to solve it.

So I think the opportunities for collabora-
tion are there. They are strong. We’re going to
be developing over the next several months, I
hope, a plan for the kind of collaboration that
you described. Now, it won’t all change over-
night, but we do think that we can make
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progress in this area. And this is the kind of
thing that not only solves problems, but it also
breeds understanding. It creates—it makes
people simpatico, right?—in a way that reduc-
es the possibilities of conflict over time.

So it’s an excellent question. Thank you.
All right. It’s a gentleman’s turn. Let’s see,

this gentleman right here. Yes, in the sweater.

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act/U.S.
Global Health Policy

Q. Hi, and welcome to Argentina, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.
Q. My name is—[inaudible]—from Neo-

quén. I am a medical student from the Nation-
al University of the Comahue. And first of all, I
would just say thank you for having us here. It’s
a pleasure and an honor. And thank you, and
thanks, Argentina—as a truly proud member
of the gay community—for fighting for our
rights as humans, as we all are.

So, my question is, given the fact that, right
now in the world, most of the main causes of
death, such as heart disease or chronic lower
respiratory disease, diabetes, or even clandes-
tine abortion in Argentina, can be prevented
with a proper health education, climate change
policies, and of course, medical research. So
which ones do you think are, in these 7 years
now as President of the United States, your
greatest achievements in terms of those issues?

The President. Well, the—well, first of all, I
had to start in the United States, because we
were the only advanced nation on Earth that
didn’t have a universal health care program,
and so we had millions of people who did not
have health care. So I had, as some of you
know, a very big fight to establish a system
that’s not ideal, because we had to modify it
and adapt it to the existing system that we al-
ready had, but that has now provided 20 mil-
lion people with health care that didn’t have it
before.

So part of the answer is to make sure that
people have access to basic care, particularly
preventive care. Because so many of the dis-
eases that occur around the world, we can pre-
vent fairly cheaply, and once people are sick,

then it’s very expensive. So, in Africa, if we can
get mosquito nets—we know that a lot of dis-
ease and death is caused by mosquito-borne
diseases. And we’ve pushed very hard, and we
are now in a position where we could potential-
ly, if not completely, eliminate, then shrink
drastically the incidence of malaria around the
world.

It’s not that complicated. It’s just a matter of
organizing how we do it. And we know we’ve
done it before because polio, for example, is an
area where there’s been enormous progress,
and there are just a few pockets of polio left in
the world. Smallpox, same thing. So we know
how to do this. It’s a matter of global organiza-
tion. That’s very important. So that’s point
number one.

Point number two. People’s incomes have to
be increased. Nothing kills you like poverty.
And so you can’t separate trying to make peo-
ple healthier from giving them the ability to
make enough money and have enough re-
sources to support themselves and their fami-
lies. So one of the things that we’ve done, in
addition to the global health initiatives that
we’ve worked on, is programs like Feed the
Future. And what we do is not give food—al-
though we obviously are the biggest contribu-
tor of food around the world—but what we do
is, we take small farmers and we say, what is it
that you need to increase yields?

And in some cases, it may be something as
simple as new seeds. In some cases, it may be
something as simple as a small mechanized sys-
tem so that they can process the seeds on sites.
And just that small amount of processing al-
lows them to sell it on the market more expen-
sive because they don’t have to send it to a big
granary, and that person takes a cut of their in-
come. And by getting a little bit more money,
now maybe they can buy a small tractor in a co-
operative.

And what we’ve been able to do is to see
small landholders increase their incomes by 5,
7, 10 times. And suddenly, they become not
just farmers, but small-businesspeople, and
they start hiring people. And it creates a new
economy in those communities. And that’s not
just an economic program, it’s also a health
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program, because if they’ve got more money
and now they’ve got a roof over their heads and
they can afford a mosquito net and they’re eat-
ing better so their body has greater immunity
to diseases, there’s enormous improvement
generally.

Now, the good news—remember I said this
is why I’m optimistic—if you look at the U.N.
Millennium goals that were set 20 years ago,
we did not achieve all the goals. But infant
mortality has dropped dramatically during that
period of time. The number of people who live
in extreme poverty has dropped dramatically
during this time. And so I was very glad that
the U.N. came together this year around a new
set of sustainable development goals. If we can
do that, and we continue with the kinds of joint
health care programs that I discussed, then I’m
optimistic that we’ll continue to see progress.
Because most of the deaths that happen, they
happen to infants with preventable diseases;
they happen to mothers when they’re giving
birth; they occur because of diseases that could
have been prevented with very little money
and people having slightly higher incomes.

And so it’s going to be up to young people
like you, though, to continue to find new areas
where we can make progress and make im-
provements. So good luck. Good.

All right. All right, young woman right there.
Yes, right there.

Q. Good afternoon.
President Obama. Good afternoon.

Poverty/Economic Development

Q. First of all, I want to thank your country
and your administration for investing in wom-
en like me and others from around the world
that use sport as a way of developing other
women through the Global Sport Mentoring
Program.

The President. Excellent.
Q. And then you mentioned two things dur-

ing your speech before. One was that this is the
generation that needs to make a change in the
world, and I honestly believe that. And then
you also mentioned that we cannot expect to
create those changes if we keep on doing the
same things over and over for this amount of

years. And in my opinion, when it comes to
businesses, that’s kind of the ways things are
working right now. And when it comes to social
entrepreneurs like myself or social businesses,
there are very few countries that have a frame-
work to empower people and social entrepre-
neurs to create those kind of businesses. So my
question is, what would be your advice for so-
cial entrepreneurs to keep on doing this hard
work? And what do you think is the responsi-
bilities of governments to change those rules so
that social businesses can be the new kind of
businesses in this world?

The President. Well, the—before I answer
your question, tell me a little bit—tell me
about your business. The—what is it? Tell me
about the programs that you’re doing.

Q. Okay, so I run a nonprofit organization in
Rosario, and we focus on creating social
change by empowering youth living in poverty
and by create—and by generating civic partici-
pation. By that, we also use innovative tools
such as coding for kids, new type of businesses
we develop—we help them achieve and devel-
op life skills. That’s what we are doing right
now. Thank you.

The President. And how long has the pro-
gram been going on?

Q. Almost 10 years now.
The President. Okay. Excellent. The—well,

I started in the nonprofit sector in community
work, and so it’s something that I care deeply
about. Each country is different. In the United
States, most of—most social entrepreneurs are
typically financed through the private sector.
Essentially philanthropies, rich people, or
businesses, they finance it. Other countries, it
will come through the government and the tax-
es that people pay.

But what we’ve learned is that for many of
the social problems that we face, it has to be a
combination of the private sector and the non-
profit sector and government working together
to really make a difference. And what do I
mean by that? So I’m sure if you go into a poor
neighborhood in Argentina, just like a poor
neighborhood in the United States, there are a
lot of different kinds of problems. You have,
first of all, economic issues because these
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communities don’t have jobs, they’ve been—
people, businesses have not invested in them;
in some cases, maybe factories that used to be
there moved away, and so the jobs that people
used to have there no longer exist.

So part of the effort has to be how do we
bring—private sector businesses attract invest-
ment into those communities to create jobs.
That’s point number one. But the businesses
may not come unless the government has built
the infrastructure: the roads or the Wi-Fi con-
nections or what have you. So the government
has to make an investment. And even if the
businesses and the government are prepared
to do what they need to do, the human capi-
tal—the people—they have to make sure that
they’re getting the education that they need,
the training that they need.

In some cases, in the United States at least,
if they’re very poor communities, you have
young people who have been in poor families
for generations. So they may not even know
what the inside of an office building looks like.
They may never have experienced what it
means to go to a job at a certain time and struc-
ture their day in an organized way. And that’s
where a nonprofit, a social entrepreneur, can
come and say, we’ll partner with young people
and have a professional or an adult who is
working with that person and showing them,
this is what’s possible for you. Opening their
eyes to telling some young girl in a poor neigh-
borhood, you can be a computer scientist, and
why don’t you come with me, and this is what
computers are, they’re not that complicated,
this is what coding means, and if you can do
math, then you can start coding. And suddenly,
just by them seeing the possibilities, that in-
spires their effort.

The point is, is that each of those pieces are
important. I don’t know enough about how so-
cial entrepreneurs and community organiza-
tions and nonprofits are financed here in Ar-
gentina to give you a good opinion. I could give
you an opinion—politicians always can give
you opinions—but I can’t give you a good opin-
ion because I don’t have enough information
about what changes might be made to give an
organization like yours more support.

But one of the things that’s interesting that’s
happening in the United States is that you’re
starting to see organizations that are kind of a
blend of for-profit and non-for-profit. So they
might have a business component that, let’s
say, sells handcrafts and artwork that’s made by
a community for profit, but then the money
goes into financing the social programs that
help give people these opportunities. Right?
And how they’re treated in terms of taxes and
the corporate organization—that’s going to
change by country. Each country is going to
have a different model. But more and more, I
believe that that’s going to be the wave of the
future if we want to make progress on these
problems.

I guess to make a broader point, so often in
the past there’s been a sharp division between
left and right, between capitalist and commu-
nist or socialist. And especially in the Americas,
that’s been a big debate, right? Oh, you know,
you’re a capitalist Yankee dog, and oh, you
know, you’re some crazy Communist that’s go-
ing to take away everybody’s property. And I
mean, those are interesting intellectual argu-
ments, but I think for your generation, you
should be practical and just choose from what
works. You don’t have to worry about whether
it neatly fits into socialist theory or capitalist
theory, you should just decide what works.

And I said this to President Castro in Cuba.
I said, look, you’ve made great progress in edu-
cating young people. Every child in Cuba gets
a basic education. That’s a huge improvement
from where it was. Medical care: The life ex-
pectancy of Cubans is equivalent to the United
States, despite it being a very poor country, be-
cause they have access to health care. That’s a
huge achievement. They should be congratu-
lated. But you drive around Havana and you
say, this economy is not working. It looks like it
did in the 1950s. And so you have to be practi-
cal in asking yourself how can you achieve the
goals of equality and inclusion, but also recog-
nize that the market system produces a lot of
wealth and goods and services and innovation.
And it also gives individuals freedom because
they have initiative.
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And so you don’t have to be rigid in saying
it’s either this or that, you can say—depending
on the problem you’re trying to solve, depend-
ing on the social issues that you’re trying to ad-
dress—what works? And I think that what
you’ll find is that the most successful societies,
the most successful economies are ones that
are rooted in a market-based system, but also
recognize that a market does not work by itself.
It has to have a social and moral and ethical
and community basis, and there has to be in-
clusion. Otherwise, it’s not stable.

And it’s up to you, as you—and whether
you’re in business or in academia or in the non-
profit sector, whatever you’re doing—to create
new forms that are adapted to the new condi-
tions that we live in today. All right?

Okay, let’s see. It’s a guy’s turn, a gentle-
man’s turn. Let’s see. The—hold on a second.
Okay, the—that guy right there, the—in the
dark shirt. Yes, you. No, no, right there. Go
ahead. Yes, go ahead. You. Yes, I can hear you.
Go ahead. Speak right into the mike though.
You don’t have a microphone? Where is the
microphone? Here, it’s coming. But be careful.
Don’t fall over. It’s a little tight over there. All
right. Go ahead and give it to him, yes.

Q. Hello?
The President. Yes, I can hear you now.
Q. Hello, Mr. President. I am Alexander Ro-

hana, and I am a senior in high school. This fall
I will be—I will start studying international re-
lations in American University at the School of
International Service.

The President. Excellent. We look forward
to seeing you.

Q. Thank you. My question——
The President. Make sure to bring a coat

though. It’s going to be cool during the winter.

Arab-Israeli Peace Process

Q. My question to you is regarding the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict. I am an Arab Israeli
myself. And the reality is that with an increase
of illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank,
this is leading to more and more—to having a
binational state. Do you think that a binational
state where there is an Israeli Prime Minister
and a Palestinian President or a Palestinian

Prime Minister and an Israeli President is a
possibility?

The President. No, it’s an interesting ques-
tion. I was asked at the press conference to re-
flect on my—the 7½ years where I’ve been
President, where I’ve been happy and feel that
I’ve accomplished my goals, where I think I’ve
been frustrated. And obviously, the situation
with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been
an area where, despite enormous efforts on my
part, I have—and a lot of people’s parts—we
haven’t made the kind of progress that I want-
ed to see.

I continue to believe that the only way to re-
solve this issue is to have a Israeli predomi-
nantly Jewish state that is secure and safe, side
by side with a sovereign and contiguous Pales-
tinian state.

And the reason I say that is because I think
the aspirations of the Palestinian people for a
state of their own and self-determination is too
strong to be denied. And I also think that the
Jewish people, given their history, have to feel
that they have a state that they are secure with
and that they can preserve from aggression.

And so there has been talk about a one-state
solution or sort of a divided government. It’s
hard for me to envision that being stable.
There’s such deep distrust between the two
peoples right now. And the neighborhood is in
such a mess that I continue to believe that a
two-state solution is the best way.

Now, over time that could evolve. But ini-
tially, at least, I think the Palestinians have to
feel like they have something of their own that
they can say, this is ours and it expresses our
deepest aspirations. And I think that the Jew-
ish people have to feel safe.

Now, the problem is, is that history casts a
heavy cloud on this. Each side only remembers
its grief and has a very difficult time seeing the
other side, the situation. And both of them
have legitimate fears. And I will also say,
though, that in some ways, because Israeli soci-
ety has been so successful economically, and it
has, I think, from a position of strength, been
less willing to make concessions. On the other
hand, the Palestinians, because of weakness,
have not had the political cohesion and
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organization to enter in negotiations and feel
like they can get what they need. And so both
sides just go to separate corners. And we have
worked and worked and worked.

And last year and the year before that, John
Kerry, that poor man, he was flying back and
forth, and taking messages back and forth, and
I was making phone calls. But ultimately, we
can’t do it for them. And so the tragedy of the
situation there is that until the populations of
both peoples recognize the truth, which is
they’re going to be living together one way or
another. And the question is: Are you going to
be living together with checkpoints and people
being stabbed and hatred, or are you going to
be living together in a way that creates oppor-
tunity and hope for children? Until they make
that decision and that then is reflected in the
political leaders they elect and the politics that
they promote, there’s very little that we can do
to force it to happen. That doesn’t mean we
don’t keep trying and trying to persuade and
provide incentives. But ultimately, this is going
to be something that those peoples have to de-
cide on.

And here’s the last thing I will say, though,
and I’ve said this to Prime Minister Netanya-
hu, and I’ve said this publicly. If you look at the
demographics of the region and the West Bank
and Gaza and the Arab Israeli population, it’s
growing much faster than the Jewish popula-
tion. If you don’t find a way to resolve the con-
flict, then over time, you’re going to have to
make a choice: Do we preserve this as a Jewish
state, but it is now no longer a democracy? Be-
cause if it was, then the Jewish people would
be a small minority. Or do you preserve its
Jewish character, but now it is—or do you pre-
serve the democracy, but now it’s no longer a
predominantly Jewish state, right? You’re go-
ing to have to make a choice.

The only way to avoid that choice—if you
want to preserve it as a predominantly Jewish
state and a democracy—then you have to give
the Palestinian people and Arab people who
are living in that community their own state in
order to have self-determination. And I hope
that that happens.

And even once I’m no longer President, I
will continue to try to promote that peaceful
dialogue. But I will be the first one to confess
this is not something I was able to get done.
And I’m not that hopeful that it’s going to hap-
pen in the next 9 months. It’s been 60 years;
it’s not going to happen in the next 9 months.

All right, so I’m going to go back here in the
shadows here. I didn’t even see these folks
back here. So yes, this gentleman in the T-shirt
and the sunglasses, right here. Yes, hold on a
second; wait for the mike. This side hasn’t got-
ten attention? Okay, I’ll give you—you’ll be
next. [Laughter]

U.S. Presidential Election/U.S. Political System

[At this point, the participant spoke in Spanish,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter as follows.]

Q. The question is, taking into account that
Donald Trump is one of the candidates in the
Republican Party, why do you think that the
people is supporting the policies that he sup-
ports? And do you think that he will reach the
Presidency?

The President. We’ll get a translation. I sort
of understood—[laughter]—but I want to
make sure I completely understand. All right?
I don’t want to turn out answering the com-
pletely wrong question. [Laughter] Where’s
my translator? No, no, wait, wait, I’m going to
get a translation of the question.

[The President’s interpreter, seated in the audi-
ence, responded as follows.]

Interpreter. I’m here, I’m here.
The President. All right, go ahead.

[The interpreter began translating the partici-
pant’s question as follows.]

Interpreter. Yes. I have a question, which is
kind of a two-fold question——

The President. No, no this is—she’s translat-
ing his question.

Interpreter. I’m translating his——
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The President. This is my translator. Okay,
go ahead.

Interpreter. I’m—okay. It’s a two-fold ques-
tion. We’re a little concerned about what’s go-
ing on with the Republicans, and we see some
very strong support for the Republicans. I’d
like to know what you think about that and
what you think about the coming elections?

The President. Okay, the—so the question
was about—in the elections in the——

Audience members. [Inaudible]
Interpreter. Trump—the Republicans, yes.
The President. ——in the United States. So

look, the United States—politics in the United
States is complicated, just like every other
country. You know something about this here
in Argentina. Politics is complicated. But that’s
part of the problem with it, and the benefit of a
democracy, which is, it’s loud and it’s noisy and
complicated.

What you’re seeing right now is, in part, that
the Republican Party has moved to the right
very strongly during the course of my Presi-
dency. Now, there are a lot of reasons for that.
But that’s just a fact. And I think that the Re-
publican Party, because of their efforts to op-
pose me, found themselves taking positions
that were further and further away from the
mainstream. It was successful in some ways in
getting congressional candidates elected, be-
cause during those elections, the turnout is
typically very low, and so the most passionate
people vote. And in this new media age where
people are getting their information, as I said
before, in sound bites, and where they don’t
necessarily get the same information, depend-
ing on whether they’re on the left or on the
right, they can decide, I’m only going to read
the things I agree with already, as opposed to
getting a broader opinion. What happened
was, is that it reinforced a politics that was
based on what they oppose as opposed to what
they were for. And primarily, they opposed
me. And so that’s what’s happening inside of
the Republican Party. 

Within the Democratic Party, which I think
is not going through as big of a change, I do
think that Mr. Sanders and Secretary Clinton
are responding to a continued concern, which

is the economy has recovered, it is much better
than it was when I came into office, but the cri-
sis that we went through in 2008, 2009 has left
a lot of people feeling more insecure. And so
even though their lives are better now, they’re
worried, how is it going to be in the future.

And they see some of the global trends that
you probably see here in Argentina, which is
globalization is disruptive, and the days are
over where you get a job and you stay in it for
30 years or 40 years and then you retire and
you have a pension and it’s all simple. Now,
you might have a job for 5 years, and then the
company closes and you’ve got to retrain, and
you’ve got to go to another job, and you’re try-
ing to figure out how to save to pay for your
child’s education, while this—you’re also trying
to save for retirement.

And so you’re starting to see, I think, a more
vocal discussion of changing some of the eco-
nomic arrangements and institutional arrange-
ments in the United States. And in that sense,
it’s—this is the same debate that’s taking place
everywhere in the advanced economies. Right?
What you’re seeing is, more and more growth
is going to just a few, and the poor may have
improved a little bit, but the middle class starts
to feel more insecure. And that creates a will-
ingness to question some of the existing institu-
tional arrangements.

So both on the left and the right, there are
some disruptions and people are asking more
serious questions about the economy. It’s just
that in—it’s a little more extreme in the Re-
publican Party. But look, I am a Democratic
President, so you should assume that I’m—my
answer is a little biased. I will acknowledge
that.

The good news is, though, that ultimately, I
have great trust and great faith in the American
people. I think, ultimately, they will make a
good decision in terms of the next President
and the next administration. I also think that
one of the great advantages of the United
States system, even though it’s very frustrating
sometimes for the President, is that power is
distributed across a lot of different institutions.
It’s what we call separation of powers and de-
centralization. So it’s not just that the President
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and Congress are separate centers of power; it’s
also true that you have State governments that
are powerful. The private sector is powerful.
And this makes it hard sometimes for America
to change as rapidly as we need to, to respond
to changed circumstances or problems because
it’s like a—it’s sort of like herding cats. You
have to—you’re constantly trying to get every-
body to work together and move in the same di-
rection at the same time. And that’s difficult.

The advantage is that even if we end up with
somebody who I might not consider a great
President, there is a limit to some of the dam-
age that they can do because—and I’m sure
Republicans feel that about me. They’re glad
that there’s distribution of power because they
imagine that I would have turned the United
States into Cuba, I suppose. [Laughter] They
tend to exaggerate a little bit my—how I see
the world.

But that’s why I think that the United States
has been stable as a democracy for a very long
time. And that’s why I think not only do I have
confidence the American people will make a
good choice, but we usually can recover from
mistakes, and typically, we find leadership, and
because it’s a democracy, there are enough
voices that lift up to correct those mistakes
over time. 

This is the last question? Okay. This young
lady right here. No, right here. Yes. Right here.
You can go ahead and give her the mike.

Q. Bien. Good afternoon.
The President. Good afternoon.

Globalization/Arab-Israeli Peace Process/Poli-
tics/Democracy/Citizenship

Q. My name is—[inaudible]—and I’m 16
years old. I was part of the Young Ambassadors
Program 2015, sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Thanks to that program, I had a
chance to see the world from a different point
of view by living with a host community in Mis-
souri.

The President. In Missouri?
Q. Yes, in Kansas City——
The President. What city—what town were

you in? 
Q. On April, in late summer.

The President. Okay, where were you in
Missouri?

Q. Kansas City.
The President. Yes, in Kansas City. Right.
Q. Kansas City. So that made me realize

how different, similar are the cultures between
Argentina and America. But at the same time,
this program was lead to us to make an impact
in our community when we came back. And I
was thinking, why sometimes it’s so hard for
nations to work together to invent a better
world? Why sometimes it’s hard for political
leaders to get along if, after all, we are all hu-
mans, and we all have blood in our veins, and
we all want the world to be a better place? But
sometimes you see news, terrorific things, and
you just think, why can’t I be President to
change that? So you are a President, and may-
be you can answer me? [Laughter]

The President. Well, first of all, the—let
me—[applause]. So I’m just curious. What was
the thing that you thought was most different
about the United States? What was the thing
that surprised you or you said, well, this is—I
did not expect this?

Q. I’m really sorry that question—the an-
swer is not going to be a serious one, but toi-
lets. [Laughter]

The President. Were they better or worse?
Q. They were better, but they were auto-

matic, so it’s, like, kind of scary to get into
there. [Laughter]

The President. Oh, that’s a good point. If you
don’t know what’s happening——

Q. Exactly!
The President. ——you jump up. [Laughter]
Q. Exactly.
The President. Well, not everybody has au-

tomatic toilets, so this must have been a very
nice——

Q. No, but I can be serious. I think it’s the
way, like, as students—I had opportunity to
have some classes at the high school——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——it was a public high school. And how

the students see the world from a different
perspective. Some of us didn’t know what Ar-
gentina was, where it was. They would ask if
we had Coca-Cola, if we had iPhones, if we
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had phones. And some others knew so much
about Latin America. So it’s like——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——the U.S. is a big diversity country,

and it was so awesome.
The President. Interesting, yes.
Q. And it was different from us—here.
The President. That’s interesting. Well, ev-

ery country has strengths and weaknesses. I
will say that’s an area where the United
States—I’d like us to do better is greater
awareness of the world outside of the United
States. And part of this is just history. America
was so big and relatively protected from threats
from other countries. And it was able to devel-
op its own internal market, and so for a long
time, in some ways, America didn’t feel as if it
needed to know what was really going on out-
side. It’s part of the reason why we don’t do as
well on foreign languages compared to a lot of
other countries with the kind of educational
levels.

And this is something that I’ve said to the
American people and through our Education
Department: We have to change how we ap-
proach the world, because the world has
shrunk. And if we want to train young Ameri-
cans to be able to compete, they have to know
where Argentina is. They have to know how to
speak Spanish or Chinese—or Mandarin. Or
understand the cultures and the customs of
other peoples. Every young person does in or-
der to live in this now global community.

A reason that Presidents can’t just solve
things right away is because every leader in ev-
ery country is gathering and expressing a very
particular set of interests and history and insti-
tutional arrangements. And those interests of-
tentimes constrain what a leader can do, even
if he or she wants to do it.

So I was just mentioning the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. If a Palestinian leader like Abu
Mazen, President Abbas, wants to make peace
with the Israelis, he has to convince Palestin-
ians that they should give up certain claims
that they may have in a negotiation. But if he
makes that commitment, then there may be a
younger Palestinian politician who sees that as
a weakness, and it will turn around and say,

look, Abbas is selling us out, he’s not looking
out for the interests of the Palestinian people,
he is being manipulated or taken by the Israe-
lis.

And then if Netanyahu wants peace, he’s got
to make concessions to create a Palestinian
state. But he has to get elected, and he’s think-
ing to himself, if I make this concession, then
somebody in my party, the Likud, may chal-
lenge me. And so what happens is, is that most
politicians are constantly making decisions
based on what they’re hearing from their vari-
ous constituencies. And their constituencies,
they want what they want. They don’t want to
compromise sometimes. They don’t want to
understand the nuances of things.

And then it turns out that in politics, some-
times, making somebody afraid of somebody
else or creating an enemy is more successful in
stirring up passion than trying to say let’s un-
derstand this other person or these other peo-
ple. So there are leaders who I think do a bet-
ter job of focusing on the common good, and
there are other leaders who are very narrowly
focused on just how do I stay in power. And ul-
timately, if you’re lucky enough to live in a de-
mocracy, then part of making sure that your
leaders can act well is the citizens, the constitu-
ency, have to also be well informed and be
willing to give him or her the room to do things
that may not be convenient for you right now,
but may actually be the right thing to do.

And one thing that Argentina and America
share is, we are democratic. And I always say to
the people of the United States, the most im-
portant position in a democracy is not the of-
fice of the President. The most important of-
fice is the office of citizen, because if you have
citizens who are informed and know about oth-
er countries, and recognize that if we provide
foreign aid to some distant country in Africa,
that ultimately may make us healthier. And if
you have a citizenry that recognizes that even if
I have to pay slightly more in taxes—which,
nobody likes paying taxes—but if I do, maybe I
can provide that young child who lives in a
poorer neighborhood an opportunity for a bet-
ter life. And then, because she has a job and a
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better life, she can pay taxes, and then every-
body has more, and the society is better off.

If we—if you don’t have citizens like that,
then you’re going to get leaders who think very
narrowly, and you’ll be disappointed. So the
job—one thing I always tell young people, don’t
just think that you elect somebody and then
you expect them to solve all your problems and
then you just sit back and complain when it
doesn’t happen. You have to work as a citizen
also to provide the leaders the space and the di-
rection to do the right thing. It’s just as impor-
tant for you to challenge ignorance or discrimi-
nation or people who are always thinking in
terms of war. It’s just as important for you to do
that as the President. Because I don’t care how
good the person, the leader you elect is, if the
people want something different, in a democra-
cy, at least, that’s what’s going to happen.

Now, the good news is, I think all of you are
up to the task, up to the job of being good citi-

zens. And I look forward to the citizens of the
United States and the citizens of Argentina
continuing to create a better world together.

So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. at the
Usina del Arte. In his remarks, he referred to
Buenos Aires resident Maria Celeste Medina;
Emanuel D. Ginobili, guard, National Basket-
ball Association’s San Antonio Spurs and the
Argentine national team; Lionel A. Messi, for-
ward, Spain’s FC Barcelona soccer team and
the Argentine national team; Secretary of State
John F. Kerry; Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu of Israel; and Sen. Bernard Sanders
and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton, in their capacity as Democratic Presi-
dential candidates. He also referred to his
mother-in-law Marian Robinson, sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng, and nieces Suhaila and Savita Ng.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Mauricio Macri of Argentina
in Buenos Aires
March 23, 2016

[President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows.]

President Macri. Good evening, everyone.
Thank you for being here on this very special
day.

[At this point, President Macri spoke in English
as follows.]

Welcome to Argentina. We thank you, your
family, First Lady, your team for visiting us.
And let me tell you that I want to insist that we
appreciate the moment of this visit. We recog-
nize this as a gesture of affection and friend-
ship. And let me tell you, Michelle, that I
named my wife the sorceress, but after watch-
ing you today, I think that we have the visit of
another one in Argentina. [Laughter] Every-
body has been fascinated by you.

And let me tell you that everybody is very
excited and happy of receiving you in Bari-

loche. But there is a little problem that I am
trying to fix because they are a little bit disap-
pointed because you are not staying a few days
more. But already, I have solved it, so I forgive
you, because I have promised that next year,
you are going to come with more time and stay
several days in Bariloche.

Dear President, as you may know, the first
republic that recognized the freedom of Ar-
gentina was your country.

[President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows.]

And our country grew with the same views
and values as yours. And this room is called
“the room of emblems,” and each column has
an emblem representing a Province, equiva-
lent to each of your States. And your commit-
ment is to have Argentina be—our commit-
ment is to have Argentina be a federal country.
We are accompanied by many governors today,
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