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Democratic Presidential candidates; Rosa
Llorca, who reunited with her sister Gloria
Gonzales at the Lambert-St. Louis Interna-
tional Airport on October 22, 2013; Juanita Mi-
randa, an elderly woman who recognized Bed-
ford, MA, resident Melinda Lopez on a visit to
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her parents” hometown of Caibarién, Cuba, in
2011; and New Orleans, LA, resident Cristian
Miguel Soler. He also referred to his mother-
in-law Marian Robinson. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Sixth Anniversary of the Patient Protection and Affordable

Care Act
March 22, 2016

Just 6 years ago, the reality in our country
was that millions of Americans were locked out
of our health care system because they
couldn’t afford insurance or because they had
preexisting conditions. Women were charged
more than men simply because they were
women. People who needed coverage the most
were too often denied it.

At the same time, rising health care costs
posed a significant threat to our economy,
eroding workers’ paychecks, and adding to our
deficits. And while costs were high, the quality
of care often wasn’t.

The good news is, we've taken significant
strides to change that. Tomorrow marks 6
years since I signed the Affordable Care Act
into law. Thanks to this law, 20 million more
Americans now know the security of having
health insurance, and our uninsured rate is be-
low 10 percent for the first time on record. As
many as 129 million people with preexisting
conditions can no longer be denied coverage or
charged more as a result. Those with private
insurance got an upgrade as well: Now almost
140 million Americans are guaranteed free
preventive care, like certain cancer screenings
and vaccines, and improvements in the quality
of care in hospitals have averted 87,000 deaths
since 2010.

We're also making historic investments to
make sure our health care system puts patients
first. We're paying doctors for what works, im-
proving the safety and effectiveness of health
care that patients receive. We're helping doc-
tors and hospitals coordinate with each other
by unlocking health data. And we’re giving pa-

tients more information and tools to stay
healthy.

Critics said this law would destroy jobs and
cripple the economy, but in fact, just the oppo-
site has happened. Our businesses have added
jobs every single month since I signed it into
law. The unemployment rate has dropped
from almost 10 percent to 4.9 percent. Thanks
in part to this law, health care prices have risen
at the lowest rate in 50 years. Medicare is con-
tinuing a period of slow spending growth, sav-
ing taxpayers more than $470 billion from 2009
to 2014 alone. And premiums for a family with
job-based coverage are almost $2,600 lower
than if trends from the decade before the law
had continued.

We’ve made good progress in the last 6
years. But we still have more work to do. We'll
keep working to get more Americans covered
and help the millions of people who remain
uninsured in States that rejected the Medicaid
expansion option. We'll keep working to make
insurance and prescription drugs more afford-
able. And we’ll keep working to reduce costs
and improve the quality of care throughout our
health system.

But the facts are clear: America is on a
stronger footing because of the Affordable
Care Act. Six years later, this is no longer just
about a law. It’s not about politics. It’s about
the recent college graduate who can stay on
his parent’s health insurance until he’s 26.
It’s about the working mom who has cover-
age because her State expanded Medicaid.
It’s about the entrepreneur who has the free-
dom to pursue her dream and start that new
business. After nearly a century of effort, and
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thanks to the thousands of people who fought
so hard to pass and implement this law, we
have at last succeeded in leaving our kids and
grandkids a country where preexisting condi-

The President’s News Conference
Argentina in Buenos Aires, Argentina
March 23, 2016

[President Macri spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows. ]

President Macri. Good morning, everyone.
Thank you for joining us today. And welcome,
Mr. President—dear Mr. President. We are
very happy to have you visiting with your whole
family. And I would like to take a minute to
share with you this grief all of us around the
world have felt in the face of this new cruel and
devastating attack. I would like to convey my
solidarity to the families of the victims. And
once again, it'’s a good opportunity to reflect
with you on the fact that fanaticism brings in-
tolerance, aggression, and violence, which
leads to nowhere. So Argentina once again
condemns this kind of terrorist attack, which
we deeply regret.

But allow me to say once again that this visit,
Mr. President, has a special meaning for us.
We see it as a gesture of affection, friendship,
at a time when Argentina is embarking on a
towards a new horizon and is in the process of
changing. We feel that our countries share pro-
found values in common: respect for human
rights, for individual freedoms, for democracy,
for justice, and for peace.

And T feel that with you I also share a view
on the 21st century, which presents challenges
and opportunities. This is a century of the soci-
ety of knowledge, of the development of sci-
ence and technology, of innovation, entrepre-
neurship. That is what will clearly allow us to
get the best jobs for our people.

And at this point, I would like to stress, Mr.
President, your own leadership, which has
been very inspiring for most leaders. You
emerged proposing major changes, and you
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tions exclusions are a thing of the past, af-
fordable options are within our reach, and
health care is no longer a privilege, but a

right.

With President Mauricio Macri of

showed they were possible; that by being bold
and with conviction you could challenge the
status quo. And you achieved just this in your
country and around the world. And that was al-
so a path of inspiration for what our dear coun-
try is now going through. So thank you very
much for that source of inspiration.

I would like to briefly review some of the
many things we have agreed on over the course
of these weeks of work, which led up to this
visit. The first one, consistent with the pillar of
the commitments I have entered into with my
teams, we want Argentina to have zero poverty.
And we know that first pillars are education
and work. So the first agreement we signed
seeks to boost exchanges in scholarships and
teacher training, deepening work and develop-
ment in science and technology.

And as regards the creation of work, which
is something we touched upon this morning
too, let me stress the importance of increasing
trade between our two countries. Argentina
has a lot to offer, and right now it has a very
low level of trade exchange with the United
States. It is very important for us to work to-
gether to enhance investments by your compa-
nies in Argentina, and also encouraging the de-
velopment of SMEs, which are the main gen-
erators of work. There, again, I would like to
congratulate you, because for 72 consecutive
months, I'm told, you have been creating work
in your country. And I hope Argentina is em-
barking upon a similar cycle as part of which
will permanently create work for our people to
live better.

The other area we are engaged to working in
together, which is also the second axis or pillar
for our Government, is dealing with and de-
feating drug trafficking. I mentioned this
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