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• the approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee of such exports and invest-
ments.

Finally, the order suspends entry into the
United States of any alien determined to meet
one or more of the above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order. All executive
agencies are directed to take all appropriate

measures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 15, 2016.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 16. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks During a Teleconference Call on the Nomination of Merrick B.
Garland To Be a United States Supreme Court Associate Justice
March 17, 2016

Hey, everybody. Thanks for joining the call.
I’m not going to be long because Valerie and
others are giving you some of the background
on this.

As you now know, I nominated Chief Judge
Merrick Garland of the DC Circuit to serve as
the next associate justice on the Supreme
Court. This is not a decision I ever take lightly.
I’ve now seated two Supreme Court justices;
this would be the third. The men and women
on the Supreme Court, they’re the final arbi-
ters of our laws. And it means that this is one of
those moments where you have to rise above
short-term politics and think about the institu-
tion of the Court and the institution of the
Presidency and how does our democracy work.

I chose Chief Judge Garland because this
guy is as well qualified as anybody who’s ever
been nominated to the Supreme Court. That’s
not just my opinion, that’s pretty much a uni-
versal opinion. He possesses one of America’s
sharpest legal minds. He brings a spirit of de-
cency and modesty and integrity and even-
handedness to his work. His work is excellent.
He is somebody who has worked as a prosecu-
tor. As you know, he is somebody who not only
helped lead the investigation around the Okla-
homa City bombings, but did so in a way that

showed enormous compassion towards the
people who had been impacted.

He’s been praised by Republicans and
Democrats. During his original confirmation
process when he was put on the DC Circuit,
majorities of each party supported him. Re-
publican Senator Orrin Hatch, who has been
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, said,
“In all honesty, I would like to see one person
come to this floor and say one reason why Mer-
rick Garland does not deserve this position.” I
couldn’t agree more.

And the Constitution is clear that it’s my job
as President to nominate candidates to the Su-
preme Court. It’s the Senate’s job to give them
a timely hearing and an up-or-down vote. I ful-
filled my constitutional duty yesterday, and I
expect now the Senate to do its job, as well.
And the American people deserve no less.

But in order to make this happen, I’m going
to need your help. Republican leaders have
said they believe the American people should
have a say. Well, the American people did have
a say back in 2012 when they elected me Presi-
dent. And they had a say when they elected the
current Senators as Senators. They didn’t add a
caveat that said we want you to be President
except for your last 300 days in office when you
don’t have to fulfill your duties. And they
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didn’t elect Senators and say, you know what,
this is only a three-quarters or a half a term;
you get elected for the full term, and you’re ex-
pected to do your job during that entire time.

So the American people have already had a
say, but now what we need to do is make sure
the American people will remind Senators that
they have a job to do. Senators that are trying
to obstruct the process need to be told that we
expect the Supreme Court to be above partisan
politics and that the Court should be operating
at full capacity to help the American people.

So you’ve got somebody with unimpeach-
able credentials, somebody the Republicans
have themselves acknowledged is qualified. I
have made this nomination. The Court needs
to have an additional justice in order to be able
to weigh on some of the most important issues
that affect everybody’s lives: our voting rights;
our freedom of speech; issues like immigra-
tion; issues like our environment, clean air and
clean water; issues of workplace safety. And
the notion that somehow we would suspend all
that because it’s an election year is not in the
Constitution, and it’s not been our tradition.

And by the way, I think everybody on this
call recognizes the election season lasts longer
and longer every time. So the election season
started 6 months, 9 months, a year ago. Are
they suggesting somehow that we should have
suspended our work in December or in June of
last year, when the Presidential candidates
were already running around Iowa? I’m assum-
ing that’s not the argument they’re making.

And as Valerie already pointed out, it’s not
as if we haven’t had Supreme Court nominees
confirmed during election years before. The
difference is, typically, it’s been Republican
Presidents making the nominations and Dem-
ocratic Senates—or Democratic majorities in
the Senate who have confirmed them. And
what we’re asking is simply that the Senate acts
fairly in dealing with an outstanding individual
who deserves to be on the Supreme Court.

Be fair. That’s something we all learned in
kindergarten, and it’s something that the
American people I think understand should
apply when it comes to the highest court in the
land and how we make sure that our democra-
cy and our judicial system work.

So make yourselves heard. Let Senators
know that this is something that you care deep-
ly about. And it goes beyond just the typical
partisan disagreements that we have; this has
to do with the integrity of our system of gov-
ernment. And it’s something that I care deeply
about, and I’m going to make sure to fight for
for the remainder of my term as President.
And I hope that you’re right there with me.
Okay?

Thank you so much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to White House Senior Ad-
viser Valerie B. Jarrett; and Supreme Court As-
sociate Justices Sonia M. Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan. Audio was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Kazakhstan Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
March 17, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the United States
of America and the Republic of Kazakhstan on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
signed at Washington on February 20, 2015. I
also transmit, for the information of the Sen-

ate, the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties negotiated by the
United States to more effectively counter
criminal activities. The Treaty should enhance
our ability to investigate and prosecute a wide
variety of crimes.
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