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or gender, that she can succeed. She can make
of her life what she will.

You guys are all examples of that. So keep
up the great work. Thank you very much. All
right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-

marks, he referred to Sana Amanat, director
of content and character development, Mar-
vel Comics, LLC, who introduced the Presi-
dent; Cecile Richards, president, Planned
Parenthood Federation of America; and Jen-
nifer Welter, former intern/linebackers
coach, National Football League’s Arizona
Cardinals.

Message to the Congress on Blocking Property of the Government of North
Korea and the Workers’ Party of Korea, and Prohibiting Certain Transactions
With Respect to North Korea
March 15, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the "order") with respect to
North Korea. The order takes additional steps
with respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13466 of June 26,
2008, expanded in scope in Executive Order
13551 of August 30, 2010, relied upon for addi-
tional steps in Executive Order 13570 of April
18, 2011, and further expanded in scope in Ex-
ecutive Order 13687 of January 2, 2015. The
order also facilitates implementation of certain
provisions of the North Korea Sanctions and
Policy Enhancement Act of 2016 (Public Law
114–122), which I signed on February 18,
2016, and ensures the implementation of cer-
tain provisions of United Nations Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2270 of March
2, 2016.

In 2008, upon terminating the exercise of
certain authorities under the Trading With the
Enemy Act (TWEA) with respect to North Ko-
rea, the President issued Executive Order
13466 and declared a national emergency pur-
suant to IEEPA to deal with the unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States posed
by the existence and risk of the proliferation of
weapons-usable fissile material on the Korean
Peninsula. Executive Order 13466 continued
certain restrictions on North Korea and North

Korean nationals that had been in place under
TWEA.

In 2010, I issued Executive Order 13551. In
that order, I determined that the Government
of North Korea’s continued provocative actions
destabilized the Korean peninsula and imper-
iled U.S. Armed Forces, allies, and trading
partners in the region and warranted the impo-
sition of additional sanctions, and I expanded
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13466. In Executive Order 13551, I or-
dered blocked the property and interests in
property of three North Korean entities and
one individual listed in the Annex to that order
and provided criteria under which the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, may designate additional
persons whose property and interests in prop-
erty shall be blocked.

In 2011, I issued Executive Order 13570 to
further address the national emergency with
respect to North Korea and to strengthen the
implementation of UNSCRs 1718 and 1874.
That Executive Order prohibited the direct or
indirect importation of goods, services, and
technology from North Korea.

In 2015, I issued Executive Order 13687, in
which I determined that the provocative, de-
stabilizing, and repressive actions and policies
of the Government of North Korea constitute a
continuing threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States,
and further expanded the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13466. In Execu-
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tive Order 13687 I provided additional criteria
under which the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, may
designate additional persons whose property
and interests in property shall be blocked.

I have now determined that the Govern-
ment of North Korea’s continuing pursuit of its
nuclear and missile programs, as evidenced
most recently by its February 7, 2016, launch
using ballistic missile technology and its Janu-
ary 6, 2016, nuclear test in violation of its obli-
gations pursuant to numerous UNSCRs and in
contravention of its commitments under the
September 19, 2005, Joint Statement of the
Six-Party Talks, increasingly imperils the Unit-
ed States and its allies. The order addresses
those actions and takes additional steps with
respect to the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13466 of June 26, 2008. The
order also facilitates implementation of certain
provisions of the North Korea Sanctions and
Policy Enhancement Act of 2016 (Public Law
114–122), which I signed on February 18,
2016, and ensures the implementation of cer-
tain provisions of UNSCR 2270 of March 2,
2016.

The order is not targeted at the people of
North Korea, but rather is aimed at the Gov-
ernment of North Korea and its activities that
threaten the United States and others. It
blocks the property and interests in property of
the Government of North Korea and the
Workers’ Party of Korea and provides addition-
al criteria for blocking the property and inter-
ests in property of any person determined by
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation
with the Secretary of State:

• to operate in such industries in the North
Korean economy as may be determined
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, such
as transportation, mining, energy, or fi-
nancial services;

• to have sold, supplied, transferred, or
purchased, directly or indirectly, to or
from North Korea or any person acting
for or on behalf of the Government of
North Korea or the Workers’ Party of

Korea, metal, graphite, coal, or software,
where any revenue or goods received
may benefit the Government of North
Korea or the Workers’ Party of Korea, in-
cluding North Korea’s nuclear or ballistic
missile programs;

• to have engaged in, facilitated, or been
responsible for an abuse or violation of
human rights by the Government of
North Korea or the Workers’ Party of
Korea or any person acting for or on be-
half of either such entity;

• to have engaged in, facilitated, or been
responsible for the exportation of work-
ers from North Korea, including exporta-
tion to generate revenue for the Govern-
ment of North Korea or the Workers’
Party of Korea;

• to have engaged in significant activities
undermining cybersecurity through the
use of computer networks or systems
against targets outside of North Korea on
behalf of the Government of North Ko-
rea or the Workers’ Party of Korea;

• to have engaged in, facilitated, or been
responsible for censorship by the Gov-
ernment of North Korea or the Workers’
Party of Korea;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to the order;

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order; or

• to have attempted to engage in any of the
activities described above.

In addition, the order prohibits:

• the exportation of goods, services, and
technology to North Korea;

• new investment in North Korea; and
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• the approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee of such exports and invest-
ments.

Finally, the order suspends entry into the
United States of any alien determined to meet
one or more of the above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order. All executive
agencies are directed to take all appropriate

measures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 15, 2016.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 16. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks During a Teleconference Call on the Nomination of Merrick B.
Garland To Be a United States Supreme Court Associate Justice
March 17, 2016

Hey, everybody. Thanks for joining the call.
I’m not going to be long because Valerie and
others are giving you some of the background
on this.

As you now know, I nominated Chief Judge
Merrick Garland of the DC Circuit to serve as
the next associate justice on the Supreme
Court. This is not a decision I ever take lightly.
I’ve now seated two Supreme Court justices;
this would be the third. The men and women
on the Supreme Court, they’re the final arbi-
ters of our laws. And it means that this is one of
those moments where you have to rise above
short-term politics and think about the institu-
tion of the Court and the institution of the
Presidency and how does our democracy work.

I chose Chief Judge Garland because this
guy is as well qualified as anybody who’s ever
been nominated to the Supreme Court. That’s
not just my opinion, that’s pretty much a uni-
versal opinion. He possesses one of America’s
sharpest legal minds. He brings a spirit of de-
cency and modesty and integrity and even-
handedness to his work. His work is excellent.
He is somebody who has worked as a prosecu-
tor. As you know, he is somebody who not only
helped lead the investigation around the Okla-
homa City bombings, but did so in a way that

showed enormous compassion towards the
people who had been impacted.

He’s been praised by Republicans and
Democrats. During his original confirmation
process when he was put on the DC Circuit,
majorities of each party supported him. Re-
publican Senator Orrin Hatch, who has been
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, said,
“In all honesty, I would like to see one person
come to this floor and say one reason why Mer-
rick Garland does not deserve this position.” I
couldn’t agree more.

And the Constitution is clear that it’s my job
as President to nominate candidates to the Su-
preme Court. It’s the Senate’s job to give them
a timely hearing and an up-or-down vote. I ful-
filled my constitutional duty yesterday, and I
expect now the Senate to do its job, as well.
And the American people deserve no less.

But in order to make this happen, I’m going
to need your help. Republican leaders have
said they believe the American people should
have a say. Well, the American people did have
a say back in 2012 when they elected me Presi-
dent. And they had a say when they elected the
current Senators as Senators. They didn’t add a
caveat that said we want you to be President
except for your last 300 days in office when you
don’t have to fulfill your duties. And they
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