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nership in the pursuit of peace and a sustain-
able future for humanity.

Ask any of the 35 million Americans who
now have the hope and the realization of
health assistance in their time of need, and
they can answer, Barack Obama delivered that
for me.

In conclusion, let me again mention 1916.
As many of you know, the United States is the
only country that was specifically mentioned in
the 1916 Proclamation. And the signatories
recognized, as they said, the support of our ex-
iled children in America, a reference to the
many millions of our people in this country
who supported the cause of Irish freedom for
generations. The inscription is on the bowl:
Our exiled children in America.

Let me just conclude on this. What St. Pat-
rick did, whether he realized it or not, was ac-
tually the quintessence of great leadership, or
should T say, in the words of one more elo-
quent and more famous than I, “the audacity of
hope”—[laughter]—and the determination to
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leave the world better than he found it, just
like President Barack Obama.

And so now it is my pleasure and my privi-
lege on behalf of the people of our country and
the 70 million Irish people all over the world,
to present this bowl of shamrock, tried and
tested, to President of the United States
Barack Obama.

Thank you all very much. Hope you have a
wonderful evening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:59 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Eleanor Kennedy,
daughter of Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy III; Rep.
Joseph Crowley; Ollie Hayes, owner of the Ol-
lie Hayes Bar in Moneygall, Ireland; and R.
Hunter and Ashley B. Biden, children, and R.
Hunter Biden, Jr., and Natalie, Finnegan,
Naomi, and Roberta “Maisy” Biden, grandchil-
dren, of Vice President Biden. He also re-
ferred to his cousin Henry Healy. Prime Minis-
ter Kenny referred to former Sen. George ].
Mitchell, in his former capacity as U.S. Special
Envoy to Northern Ireland.
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Today, I will announce the person whom I
believe is eminently qualified to sit on the Su-
preme Court.

As President, it is both my constitutional du-
ty to nominate a Justice and one of the most
important decisions that I—or any president—
will make.

I've devoted a considerable amount of time
and deliberation to this decision. I've consulted
with legal experts and people across the politi-
cal spectrum, both inside and outside govern-
ment. And we’ve reached out to every member
of the Senate, who each have a responsibility to
do their job and take this nomination just as se-
riously.

Please join me in the Rose Garden at 11:00
am Eastern for my announcement.

This is a responsibility I do not take lightly.
In considering several candidates, I held each

to three principles that reflect the role the Su-
preme Court plays in our democracy.

First, a Justice should possess an indepen-
dent mind, unimpeachable credentials, and an
unquestionable mastery of law. There is no
doubt this person will face complex legal ques-
tions, so it is imperative that he or she possess a
rigorous intellect that will help provide clear
answers.

Second, a Justice should recognize the limits
of the judiciary’s role. With a commitment to
impartial justice rather than any particular ide-
ology, the next Supreme Court Justice will un-
derstand that the job is to interpret the law, not
make law.

However, I know there will be cases before
the Supreme Court in which the law is not
clear. In those cases, a Justice’s analysis will
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necessarily be shaped by his or her own per-
spective, ethics, and judgment.

Therefore, the third quality I looked for in
a judge is a keen understanding that justice is
not about abstract legal theory, nor some
footnote in a dusty casebook. It’s the kind of
life experience earned outside the classroom
and the courtroom; experience that suggests
he or she views the law not only as an intellec-
tual exercise, but also grasps the way it affects
the daily reality of people’s lives in a big, com-
plicated democracy, and in rapidly-changing
times. In my view, that’s an essential element
for arriving at just decisions and fair out-
comes.

Today at 11:00 am Eastern, I'll introduce
you to the judge I believe meets all three of
these standards.

I'm confident you'll share my conviction that
this American is not only eminently qualified

to be a Supreme Court Justice, but deserves a
fair hearing, and an up-or-down vote.

In putting forward a nominee today, I am
fulfilling my constitutional duty. 'm doing my
job. T hope that our Senators will do their jobs,
and move quickly to consider my nominee.
That is what the Constitution dictates, and
that’s what the American people expect and
deserve from their leaders.

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

P.S. If you're looking for the latest on my
Supreme Court nominee and the confirmation
process in the Senate, check out @SCOTUS-
nom on Twitter. You'll find all the facts and up-
to-date information there.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary as an e-mail mes-
sage from the President.

Remarks on the Nomination of Merrick B. Garland To Be a United States

Supreme Court Associate Justice
March 16, 2016

The President. Good morning. Everybody,
please have a seat.

Of the many powers and responsibilities that
the Constitution vests in the Presidency, few
are more consequential than appointing a Su-
preme Court Justice, particularly one to suc-
ceed Justice Scalia, one of the most influential
jurists of our time.

The men and women who sit on the Su-
preme Court are the final arbiters of American
law. They safeguard our rights. They ensure
that our system is one of laws and not men.
They're charged with the essential task of ap-
plying principles put to paper more than two
centuries ago to some of the most challenging
questions of our time.

So this is not a responsibility that I take
lightly. It’s a decision that requires me to set
aside short-term expediency and narrow poli-
tics so as to maintain faith with our Founders
and, perhaps more importantly, with future
generations. That’s why, over the past several
weeks, I've done my best to set up a rigorous
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and comprehensive process. I've sought the
advice of Republican and Democratic Mem-
bers of Congress. We've reached out to every
member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, to
constitutional scholars, to advocacy groups, to
bar associations, representing an array of inter-
ests and opinions from all across the spectrum.

And today, after completing this exhaustive
process, I've made my decision. I've selected a
nominee who is widely recognized not only as
one of America’s sharpest legal minds, but
someone who brings to his work a spirit of de-
cency, modesty, integrity, even-handedness,
and excellence. These qualities, and his long
commitment to public service, have earned
him the respect and admiration of leaders from
both sides of the aisle. He will ultimately bring
that same character to bear on the Supreme
Court, an institution in which he is uniquely
prepared to serve immediately.

Today I am nominating Chief Judge Mer-
rick Brian Garland to join the Supreme Court.
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