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are going on in the Middle East and making
sure that we finish what we started on our
power plant rule and all those things—one of
my most important jobs is just to make sure
that the American people are participating and
involved and engaged in this election process
so that if in fact they come out, then the out-
come will be fine. I’m absolutely convinced of
that. I’m absolutely convinced that we will
have a Democratic successor as President. I
believe we will take back the United States
Senate. I think we will make real progress with
respect to the House. But it depends on people
feeling as if that can happen and being en-
gaged and working just as hard and just as full
of hope as they did in 2008. And that’s going to
depend on me, but it’s also going to depend on
you. It’s going to depend on each of us.

And so my main message to Democrats over
the course of the next several months—I’m
sure I’ll be saying, “Write checks,” because
that’s part of the process—but what I’m really
going to be saying to people is keep your eyes
on the prize here. Change doesn’t happen
overnight, and we never get 100 percent of
change. And by the way, we shouldn’t. Our sys-
tem is not designed that way. This is a big
country, and it’s a messy country. And there
are people who disagree with us in this room
on a whole bunch of stuff, and many of those
folks are perfectly decent people, even if some-
times they’re following folks who are cynical
and saying things that are harmful to our soci-
ety.

So we shouldn’t get 100 percent of what we
want. But that shouldn’t stop us from really
feeling empowered by the changes we can ac-
tually bring about if we work hard, we stay fo-
cused. I’m absolutely convinced that if we do,
then just as we can look back over the last 7½
years and look at the amazing progress we’ve
made, we’ll be able to look back 7 years from

now and say minimum wage is higher and paid
family leave and sick leave is in place and early
childhood education we have gotten accom-
plished, and we’ve been able to make sure that
women’s reproductive health issues remain the
decision of women and equal pay for equal
work is in place, and we’ve been able to make
sure that our criminal justice system is keeping
us safe, but also fair and just and proportional
and treats everybody the same.

It’s right there. And it just requires us to be-
lieve that and then to work for it. And you guys
are going to have to be a part of that. And it’s
hard in Texas, I know, because sometimes Aus-
tin feels like this little island. The waves are
washing over you. [Laughter] And you’re send-
ing out messages in a bottle, hoping that some-
where out there they’ll be received, and there
are like-minded people out there somewhere
who you can make common cause with. Well,
they’re there. They’re there in Texas. You just
got a bunch of laws that are keeping them from
voting.

So I feel greatly encouraged right now. And
I’m—people have been remarking, “You seem,
like, really happy and like you’re enjoying your-
self.” I am, because I’ve seen what’s possible.
I’ve seen what we’ve been able to do. And I
think when people step back and get some per-
spective, they’ll say we did good. And if we
work hard, we can do some more good. So let’s
get to work.

Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:54 p.m. at the
residence of Kirk and Amy Rudy. In his re-
marks, he referred to Supreme Court Associ-
ate Justices Sonia M. Sotomayor and Elena Ka-
gan. He also referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion. Audio was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 12, 2016

Hello, everybody. This past week, we lost an
American icon and one of the most influential
figures of her time: former First Lady Nancy

Reagan. Born in New York City and raised
mostly in Chicago, Nancy Davis graduated
from Smith College in 1943. As an actress, she
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appeared in 11 films. And off screen, she
starred in a real-life Hollywood romance with
the love of her life, Ronald Reagan, whom she
married in 1952.

As President, I know just how important it is
to have a strong life partner, and President
Reagan was as lucky as I am. Nancy Reagan re-
defined the role of First Lady of the United
States. In addition to serving as a trusted advis-
er to her husband and an elegant hostess for
our Nation, she was a passionate advocate for
issues that touched the lives of so many. She
raised awareness about drug and alcohol
abuse. She was a staunch supporter of Ameri-
ca’s veterans. And after her own battle with
breast cancer and a mastectomy, she spoke in
personal terms about the need for women to
get mammograms.

The American people were deeply moved
by the love Nancy felt for her husband. And we
were inspired by how, in their long goodbye,
Nancy became a voice on behalf of millions of
families experiencing the depleting, aching re-
ality of Alzheimer’s disease. She brought her
characteristic intelligence and focus to the twin
causes of stem cell research and Alzheimer’s
research. And when I signed an order to re-
sume Federal stem cell research, I was proud
that she was one of the first phone calls I
made. Nobody understood better than Nancy
Reagan the importance of pursuing treatments
that hold the potential and the promise to im-
prove and save lives.

That’s why, last year, my administration an-
nounced the Precision Medicine Initiative to
advance our ability to tailor health care and
treat diseases like cancer and Alzheimer’s by
accounting for individual differences in peo-
ple’s genes, environments, and lifestyles. Last
month, we took new actions to foster more col-
laboration between researchers, doctors, pa-
tients, data systems, and beyond to accelerate
precision medicine. And more than 40 organi-
zations stepped up with new commitments in
this cutting-edge field. We’ve also launched
the BRAIN Initiative to revolutionize our un-
derstanding of how the human brain works.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of people like
Nancy Reagan, I’ve never been more optimis-
tic that we are getting closer to the day when
every single patient can get the care they need
and deserve. I’ve never been more optimistic
that we will one day find a cure for devastating
diseases like Alzheimer’s. And I can think of no
better way to honor our former First Lady’s
legacy than by working together, as one Na-
tion, toward that goal. 

Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m. on March 10 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
March 12. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on March
11, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on March 12. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Remarks at a Democratic Hope Fund Reception in Dallas, Texas
March 12, 2016

The President. Hello, Dallas, Texas! Oh, it is
good to see all of you! Everybody, please have
a seat. Have a seat. It is good to see you on a
Saturday morning. There’s a good-looking
crowd here.

You know, I think Ron Kirk wants to run for
something again. [Laughter] Matrice, he came
up here, he’s starting to get kind of—he was
getting into it, wasn’t he? [Laughter] I’m tell-
ing you. Listen, I love me some Ron Kirk. I re-

ally do. It’s true I love Matrice more. [Laugh-
ter] But Ron and Matrice could not be better
friends. And he was not only a great mayor of
this city, but he was a great Ambassador on our
behalf all across the country. So please give
him a big round of applause.

Your current mayor, Mike Rawlings, is here.
He reminds me that he had to clean up all
kinds of stuff after Ron was mayor, but—
[laughter]—it’s turned out okay. One of our
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