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The legislation’s implications extend far be-
yond those who would become uninsured. For
example, about 150 million Americans with
employer-based insurance would be at risk of
higher premiums and lower wages. And it
would cause the cost of health coverage for
people buying it on their own to skyrocket.

The Reconciliation Act would also effective-
ly defund Planned Parenthood. Planned Par-
enthood uses both Federal and non-federal
funds to provide a range of important preven-
tive care and health services, including health
screenings, vaccinations, and check-ups to mil-
lions of men and women who visit their health
centers annually. Longstanding Federal policy
already prohibits the use of Federal funds for
abortions, except in cases of rape or incest or
when the life of the woman would be endan-
gered. By eliminating Federal Medicaid fund-
ing for a major provider of health care, H.R.

3762 would limit access to health care for men,
women, and families across the Nation, and
would disproportionately impact low-income
individuals.

Republicans in the Congress have attempt-
ed to repeal or undermine the Affordable Care
Act over 50 times. Rather than refighting old
political battles by once again voting to repeal
basic protections that provide security for the
middle class, Members of Congress should be
working together to grow the economy,
strengthen middle-class families, and create
new jobs. Because of the harm this bill would
cause to the health and financial security of
millions of Americans, it has earned my veto.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 8, 2016.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 9, 2016

Hi, everybody. Seven years ago, the Ameri-
can auto industry was on the brink of collapse.
Plants were closing. Hundreds of thousands of
workers were getting laid off from jobs that
had been their ticket to a middle class life. And
as the pain spread across the country, another
1 million Americans would have lost their jobs
in the middle of the worst economic crisis of
our lifetimes.

Some said it was too late to turn things
around. But I refused to turn my back on so
many of the workers that I had met. Instead, I
placed my bet on American workers. I placed
my bet on American manufacturing. In ex-
change for help, we demanded responsibility.
We said the auto industry would have to truly
change, not just pretend that it did. We got la-
bor and management to settle their differenc-
es. We got the industry to retool and restruc-
ture. Everyone had some skin in the game.

Our plan wasn’t popular. Critics said it was a
“road to socialism,” or a “disaster” waiting to
happen. But I’d make that bet again any day of
the week. Because today, the American auto
industry is back. Since our plan went into ef-

fect, our automakers have added more than
640,000 new jobs. We’ve cut the Detroit-area
unemployment rate by more than half. The Big
Three automakers are raising wages. Seven
years ago, auto sales hit a 27-year low. Last
year, they hit an alltime high. Later this month,
I’ll visit the Detroit Auto Show to see this prog-
ress firsthand. Because I believe that every
American should be proud of what our most
iconic industry has done.

It’s not unlike what America overall has
done these past 7 years. Our businesses are
now on a 70-month streak of job creation, with
more than 14 million new jobs in all. We’ve re-
vamped our schools and the way we pay for
college. We’ve made historic investments in
clean energy and put ourselves on a path to a
low-carbon future. We’ve brought more than
17 million Americans into our health care sys-
tem, seen health care prices grow at the lowest
rate in 50 years, and covered more than 90 per-
cent of our people for the very first time.
We’ve even cut our deficits by nearly 75 per-
cent in the process.
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The point is, America can do anything. Even
in times of great challenge and change, our fu-
ture is entirely up to us. That’s been on my
mind while I’m writing my final State of the
Union Address. And on Tuesday, I’m going to
talk about the choices we have to make to set
this country firmly on an even better, brighter
course for decades to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:10 p.m. on January 8 in the Grand
Foyer at the White House for broadcast on
January 9. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
8, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on January 9. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 12, 2016

Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, Members of Congress, my fellow Ameri-
cans: Tonight marks the eighth year that I’ve
come here to report on the state of the Union.
And for this final one, I’m going to try to make
it a little shorter. I know some of you are antsy
to get back to Iowa. [Laughter] I’ve been
there. I’ll be shaking hands afterwards if you
want some tips. [Laughter]

Now, I understand that because it’s an elec-
tion season, expectations for what we will
achieve this year are low. But, Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the constructive approach that you
and other leaders took at the end of last year to
pass a budget and make tax cuts permanent for
working families. So I hope we can work to-
gether this year on some bipartisan priorities
like criminal justice reform and helping people
who are battling prescription drug abuse and
heroin abuse. So, who knows, we might sur-
prise the cynics again.

But tonight I want to go easy on the tradi-
tional list of proposals for the year ahead.
Don’t worry, I’ve got plenty—[laughter]—
from helping students learn to write computer
code to personalizing medical treatments for
patients. And I will keep pushing for progress
on the work that I believe still needs to be
done: fixing a broken immigration system, pro-
tecting our kids from gun violence, equal pay
for equal work, paid leave, raising the mini-
mum wage. All these things still matter to
hard-working families. They’re still the right
thing to do. And I won’t let up until they get
done.

But for my final address to this Chamber, I
don’t want to just talk about next year. I want
to focus on the next 5 years, the next 10 years,
and beyond. I want to focus on our future.

We live in a time of extraordinary change,
change that’s reshaping the way we live, the
way we work, our planet, our place in the
world. It’s change that promises amazing med-
ical breakthroughs, but also economic disrup-
tions that strain working families. It promises
education for girls in the most remote villages,
but also connects terrorists plotting an ocean
away. It’s change that can broaden opportunity
or widen inequality. And whether we like it or
not, the pace of this change will only acceler-
ate.

America has been through big changes be-
fore: wars and depression, the influx of new
immigrants, workers fighting for a fair deal,
movements to expand civil rights. Each time,
there have been those who told us to fear the
future; who claimed we could slam the brakes
on change; who promised to restore past glory
if we just got some group or idea that was
threatening America under control. And each
time, we overcame those fears. We did not, in
the words of Lincoln, adhere to the “dogmas of
the quiet past.” Instead, we thought anew and
acted anew. We made change work for us, al-
ways extending America’s promise outward, to
the next frontier, to more people. And because
we did, because we saw opportunity with a—
where others saw peril, we emerged stronger
and better than before.

What was true then can be true now. Our
unique strengths as a nation—our optimism
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