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That’s how crazy this thing has become. Let’s
at least figure out what works. And some of the
proposals that I'm making may turn out are not
as effective as others. But at least let’s figure it
out; let’s try some things. Let’s not just assume
that every few weeks there’s a mass shooting
that gets publicity, every few months there’s
one that gets national publicity, every day
there are a whole bunch of folks shot on streets
around the country that we don’t even hear
about. That is not something that we can be
satisfied with.

And part of my faith and hope in America is
just that—not that we achieve a perfect Union,
but that we get better. And we can do better
than we’re doing right now if we come together.

So thank you.

Mr. Cooper. Mr. President, thank you very
much for your time. [Inaudible]

The President. Appreciate it very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in Dew-
berry Hall of the George W. Johnson Center
at George Mason University. In his remarks,
he referred to Attorney General Loretta E.
Lynch; Min Yingjun, who was arrested for
stabbing 22 children outside their school in
the village of Chengping in Henan Province,
China, on December 14, 2012; Ronald L.
Stewart, former chief executive officer, Colt
Manufacturing Co.; Cmdr. Scott J. Kelly,
crewmember, International Space Station;
and Pamela Bosley, mother of Terrell Bosley,
who was killed in a shooting in Chicago, IL, on
April 4, 2006. He also referred to his nieces
Savit and Suhaila Ng and nephews Aaron L.
and Austin Robinson. The related memoran-
dum of January 4 promoting smart-gun tech-
nology is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval the
Restoring Americans’ Healthcare Freedom Reconciliation Act of 2015

January 8, 2016

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my approv-
al H.R. 3762, which provides for reconciliation
pursuant to section 2002 of the concurrent res-
olution on the budget for fiscal year 2016,
herein referred to as the Reconciliation Act.
This legislation would not only repeal parts of
the Affordable Care Act, but would reverse the
significant progress we have made in improv-
ing health care in America. The Affordable
Care Act includes a set of fairer rules and
stronger consumer protections that have made
health care coverage more affordable, more at-
tainable, and more patient centered. And it is
working. About 17.6 million Americans have
gained health care coverage as the law’s cover-
age provisions have taken effect. The Nation’s
uninsured rate now stands at its lowest level
ever, and demand for Marketplace coverage
during December 2015 was at an all-time high.
Health care costs are lower than expected
when the law was passed, and health care qual-
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ity is higher—with improvements in patient
safety saving an estimated 87,000 lives. Health
care has changed for the better, setting this
country on a smarter, stronger course.

The Reconciliation Act would reverse that
course. The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that the legislation would increase the
number of uninsured Americans by 22 million
after 2017. The Council of Economic Advisers
estimates that this reduction in health care
coverage could mean, each year, more than
900,000 fewer people getting all their needed
care, more than 1.2 million additional people
having trouble paying other bills due to higher
medical costs, and potentially more than
10,000 additional deaths. This legislation
would cost millions of hard-working middle-
class families the security of affordable health
coverage they deserve. Reliable health care
coverage would no longer be a right for every-
one: it would return to being a privilege for a
few.



The legislation’s implications extend far be-
yond those who would become uninsured. For
example, about 150 million Americans with
employer-based insurance would be at risk of
higher premiums and lower wages. And it
would cause the cost of health coverage for
people buying it on their own to skyrocket.

The Reconciliation Act would also effective-
ly defund Planned Parenthood. Planned Par-
enthood uses both Federal and non-federal
funds to provide a range of important preven-
tive care and health services, including health
screenings, vaccinations, and check-ups to mil-
lions of men and women who visit their health
centers annually. Longstanding Federal policy
already prohibits the use of Federal funds for
abortions, except in cases of rape or incest or
when the life of the woman would be endan-
gered. By eliminating Federal Medicaid fund-
ing for a major provider of health care, H.R.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 9, 2016

Hi, everybody. Seven years ago, the Ameri-
can auto industry was on the brink of collapse.
Plants were closing. Hundreds of thousands of
workers were getting laid off from jobs that
had been their ticket to a middle class life. And
as the pain spread across the country, another
1 million Americans would have lost their jobs
in the middle of the worst economic crisis of
our lifetimes.

Some said it was too late to turn things
around. But I refused to turn my back on so
many of the workers that I had met. Instead, I
placed my bet on American workers. I placed
my bet on American manufacturing. In ex-
change for help, we demanded responsibility.
We said the auto industry would have to truly
change, not just pretend that it did. We got la-
bor and management to settle their differenc-
es. We got the industry to retool and restruc-
ture. Everyone had some skin in the game.

Our plan wasn’t popular. Critics said it was a
“road to socialism,” or a “disaster” waiting to
happen. But I'd make that bet again any day of
the week. Because today, the American auto
industry is back. Since our plan went into ef-
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3762 would limit access to health care for men,
women, and families across the Nation, and
would disproportionately impact low-income
individuals.

Republicans in the Congress have attempt-
ed to repeal or undermine the Affordable Care
Act over 50 times. Rather than refighting old
political battles by once again voting to repeal
basic protections that provide security for the
middle class, Members of Congress should be
working together to grow the economy,
strengthen middle-class families, and create
new jobs. Because of the harm this bill would
cause to the health and financial security of
millions of Americans, it has earned my veto.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 8, 2016.

fect, our automakers have added more than
640,000 new jobs. We've cut the Detroit-area
unemployment rate by more than half. The Big
Three automakers are raising wages. Seven
years ago, auto sales hit a 27-year low. Last
year, they hit an alltime high. Later this month,
I'll visit the Detroit Auto Show to see this prog-
ress firsthand. Because I believe that every
American should be proud of what our most
iconic industry has done.

It's not unlike what America overall has
done these past 7 years. Our businesses are
now on a 70-month streak of job creation, with
more than 14 million new jobs in all. We've re-
vamped our schools and the way we pay for
college. We've made historic investments in
clean energy and put ourselves on a path to a
low-carbon future. We've brought more than
17 million Americans into our health care sys-
tem, seen health care prices grow at the lowest
rate in 50 years, and covered more than 90 per-
cent of our people for the very first time.
We've even cut our deficits by nearly 75 per-
cent in the process.
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