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So there were a whole host of initiatives that
began under the Bush administration—some
that I was very enthusiastic about, like PEP-
FAR, that has saved millions of lives and pre-
vented HIV/AIDS or provided vital drugs to
those already infected with HIV/AIDS in sub-
Saharan Africa and other parts of the world,
something that President Bush deserves enor-
mous credit for. We continued that.

But there are also some areas where, when I
was outside the Government, I questioned
how they were approaching it. I might have
tweaked it. To the extent that it involved for-
eign policy, I might say to my foreign policy
partners, look, we have a problem of doing it
this way, but here is a suggestion for how we
can do the same thing or meet your interests in
a slightly different way.

But you’re always concerned about making
sure that the credibility of the United States is
sustained, or the credibility of Canada is sus-
tained, which is why when there’s turnover in
governments, the work that’s been done con-
tinues. And particularly when you have a close
friendship and relationship with a partner like

Canada, it’s not as if the work we’re doing on
the Arctic or on entry and exit visas vanishes
when the next President comes in. Of course, I
intend to make sure that the next President
who comes in agrees with me on everything.
[Laughter] But just in case that doesn’t hap-
pen, the U.S.-Canadian relationship will be
fine.

All right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:11 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Sophie Grégoire-Trudeau, wife of Prime
Minister Trudeau; Donald J. Trump, chairman
and chief executive officer, Trump Organiza-
tion, Sen. R. Edward “Ted” Cruz, and Sen.
Marco A. Rubio, in their capacity as Republi-
can Presidential candidates; and former Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Sen.
Bernard Sanders, in their capacity as Demo-
cratic Presidential candidates. He also referred
to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) terrorist organization.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Justin P.J. Trudeau
of Canada on Climate, Energy, and Arctic Leadership
March 10, 2016

President Barack Obama and Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau share a common vision of a
prosperous and sustainable North American
economy, and the opportunities afforded by
advancing clean growth. They emphasize and
embrace the special relationship between the
two countries and their history of close collabo-
ration on energy development, environmental
protection, and Arctic leadership. The two
leaders regard the Paris Agreement as a turn-
ing point in global efforts to combat climate
change and anchor economic growth in clean
development. They resolve that the United
States and Canada must and will play a leader-
ship role internationally in the low carbon
global economy over the coming decades, in-
cluding through science-based steps to protect
the Arctic and its peoples. Canada and the U.S.

will continue to respect and promote the rights
of Indigenous peoples in all climate change de-
cision making. Furthermore, the leaders em-
phasize the importance of the U.S. and Canada
continuing to cooperate closely with Mexico on
climate and energy action and commit to
strengthen a comprehensive and enduring
North American climate and energy partner-
ship.

Implementing the Paris Agreement

Canada and the U.S. will work together to
implement the historic Paris Agreement, and
commit to join and sign the Agreement as soon
as feasible. As we implement our respective
Intended Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (INDCs), the leaders also commit to, in
2016, completing mid-century, long-term low
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greenhouse gas emission development strate-
gies pursuant to the Paris Agreement and en-
couraging this approach with members of the
G–20.

Canada and the U.S. will work with develop-
ing country partners to assist in implementa-
tion of their INDCs and strengthening their
adaptation efforts. Both countries will strive to
enhance the effectiveness of adaptation assist-
ance by coordinating support for adaptation
planning and action through the National Ad-
aptation Plans Global Network. The leaders al-
so commit to working closely to promote the
full implementation of the enhanced transpar-
ency framework with common modalities, pro-
cedures and guidelines under the Paris Agree-
ment. They affirm their support for the new
Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency,
designed to enhance institutional and technical
capacity to meet transparency requirements.

Recognizing the role that carbon markets
can play in helping countries achieve their cli-
mate targets while also driving low-carbon in-
novation, both countries commit to work to-
gether to support robust implementation of
the carbon markets–related provisions of the
Paris Agreement. The federal governments, to-
gether and in close communication with states,
provinces and territories, will explore options
for ensuring the environmental integrity of
transferred units, in particular to inform strong
INDC accounting and efforts to avoid “double-
counting” of emission reductions. They will al-
so encourage sub-national governments to
share lessons learned about the design of effec-
tive carbon pricing systems and supportive pol-
icies and measures. The countries will expand
their collaboration in this area over time.

Coordinated domestic climate action

Building on a history of working together to
reduce air emissions, Canada and the U.S.,
commit to take action to reduce methane emis-
sions from the oil and gas sector, the world’s
largest industrial methane source, in support of
achieving our respective international climate
change commitments. To set us on an ambi-
tious and achievable path, the leaders commit
to reduce methane emissions by 40–45 percent

below 2012 levels by 2025 from the oil and gas
sector, and explore new opportunities for addi-
tional methane reductions. The leaders also in-
vite other countries to join the target or devel-
op their own methane reduction goal. To
achieve this target, both countries commit to:

• Regulate existing sources of methane
emissions in the oil and gas sector:

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will begin developing
regulations for methane emissions
from existing oil and gas sources im-
mediately and will move as expedi-
tiously as possible to complete this
process. Next month, EPA will start a
formal process to require companies
operating existing methane emissions
sources to provide information to as-
sist in development of comprehensive
standards to decrease methane emis-
sions.

Environment and Climate Change
Canada will also regulate methane
emissions from new and existing oil
and gas sources. Environment and Cli-
mate Change Canada will move, as ex-
peditiously as possible, to put in place
national regulations in collaboration
with provinces/territories, Indigenous
Peoples and stakeholders. Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada in-
tends to publish an initial phase of
proposed regulations by early 2017.

• Work collaboratively on federal measures
to reduce methane emissions: Building on
the U.S.-Canada Air Quality Agreement,
both countries will work collaboratively
on programs, policies, and strategies, and
share experiences on reducing oil and gas
methane emissions as they implement
their respective federal regulations, be-
ginning this year.

• Improve data collection, transparency,
and R&D and share knowledge of cost-
effective methane reduction technologies
and practices: To ensure our actions are
based on the best available data and

•

•
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technology, Canada and the U.S. will
work together to improve methane data
collection and emissions quantification,
and transparency of emissions reporting
in North America, and share knowledge
of cost-effective methane reduction tech-
nologies and practices.

• Jointly endorse the World Bank’s Zero
Routine Flaring by 2030 Initiative: Re-
flecting their increasing concern about
the climate, environment, and energy se-
curity impacts of oil and gas flaring, par-
ticularly in sensitive regions such as the
Arctic, the U.S. and Canada commit to
jointly endorse the World Bank’s Zero
Routine Flaring by 2030 Initiative, and
report annually on progress.

Both Canada and the U.S. affirm their com-
mitment to reduce use and emissions of hydro-
fluorocarbons (HFCs) using their respective
domestic frameworks and will propose new ac-
tions in 2016. Canada and the U.S. are both
demonstrating leadership by updating their
public procurement processes to transition
away from high global warming potential
HFCs, whenever feasible, through govern-
ment purchase of more sustainable and green-
er equipment and products.

Recognizing the excellent collaboration be-
tween Canada and the U.S. to establish world-
class, aligned regulations and programs to im-
prove the fuel efficiency and reduce green-
house gas and air pollutant emissions from on-
road vehicles, the leaders reaffirm their com-
mitment to continue this strong collaboration
towards the finalization and implementation of
a second phase of aligned greenhouse gas
emission standards for post-2018 model year
on-road heavy-duty vehicles. The two coun-
tries are currently implementing aligned re-
quirements for greenhouse gas emission stan-
dards for cars and light trucks and the leaders
commit to continue close collaboration in con-
ducting mid-term evaluations of the applicable
standards for the 2022–2025 model years to
ensure further acceleration of the improve-
ment of vehicle efficiency and zero emission
technologies

Given the integrated nature of many aspects
of the U.S. and Canadian economies, align-
ment of analytical methods for assessing and
communicating the impact of direct and indi-
rect GHG emissions of major projects, and of
measures to reduce those emissions, can be
mutually beneficial. Canada and the U.S. will
align approaches, reflecting the best available
science for accounting for the broad costs to
society of the GHG emissions that will be
avoided by mitigation measures, including us-
ing similar values for the social cost of carbon
and other GHGs for assessing the benefits of
regulatory measures.

Advancing climate action globally

Beyond the Paris Agreement and areas of
coordinated domestic climate action, President
Obama and Prime Minister Trudeau underline
the important opportunities to make further
progress on climate action globally.

The U.S. and Canada affirm their commit-
ment to adopt a Montreal Protocol HFC
phasedown amendment in 2016, and upon
adoption to provide increased financial support
to the Protocol’s Multilateral Fund to help de-
veloping countries implement a phase-down.
The U.S. and Canada will continue to support
a range of activities that promote alternatives
to high global warming potential HFCs and
promote greener technologies, including in
those countries facing challenges such as high
ambient temperatures.

The leaders express their strong commit-
ment to work together and through the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to
reduce emissions from international aviation
by fostering technological and operational ad-
vancements, implementing the new carbon
standard for airplanes, and adopting in 2016 a
carbon offset measure that will allow for car-
bon neutral growth from international civil avi-
ation. They encourage world leaders to join
them in supporting adoption of the carbon off-
set measure at ICAO’s fall 2016 Assembly.

The leaders will also work together and with
other countries to encourage robust leader-lev-
el G–20 commitments to improve the environ-
mental performance of heavy-duty vehicles, in-
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cluding through the implementation of strin-
gent domestic regulations on fuel efficiency
and/or greenhouse gas emissions, air pollutant
emissions and low-sulphur fuels and green
freight programs. They will also pursue G–20
commitments to reduce emissions of methane,
including through private sector commitments
and voluntary mechanisms such as the Oil and
Gas Methane Partnership.

Recognizing the particular impact of climate
change on countries already dealing with con-
flict and fragility, the leaders commit to ad-
dressing the intersection of climate change and
security as an issue for foreign, defense, and
development policies. Through the G–7 work-
ing group on climate and security and else-
where, both sides will work together to support
sound analysis, practical recommendations,
and meaningful cooperation to address cli-
mate-fragility risks.

Cooperation on clean energy

Building on the strong and ongoing efforts
by energy ministers under institutional ar-
rangements such as the Canada-U.S. bilateral
framework on energy cooperation, the North
American Energy Ministers’ recent under-
standing on Climate Change and Energy Co-
operation, Mission Innovation, the Clean En-
ergy Ministerial, and the Regulatory Coopera-
tion Council, the leaders reaffirm their com-
mitment to working together to strengthen
North American energy security, phase out
fossil fuel subsidies, accelerate clean energy
development to address climate change and to
foster sustainable energy development and
economic growth. Specifically, the leaders
pledge to enhance efforts in the following ar-
eas:

• Facilitate the integration of renewables
on our interconnected grids: jointly
study, identify, and implement options
for broad integration, including how to
bring more wind, solar, hydro and other
renewable energy online.

• Align energy efficiency standards and ex-
pand shared labeling programs: better
align and further improve appliance and

equipment efficiency standards by 2020
and expand cooperation on the ENER-
GY STAR program.

• Accelerate clean energy and clean tech-
nology innovation: leverage participa-
tion in Mission Innovation, and strength-
en collaboration on clean energy re-
search and development for: reducing
methane emissions; improving electrical
grids; accelerating electric vehicle devel-
opment and integration; unconventional
oil and gas; carbon capture, use and stor-
age; and, new cutting-edge technologies.

• Advance global efforts to accelerate clean
energy: partner to help to lead important
multi-lateral efforts such as Mission In-
novation and the Clean Energy Ministe-
rial and its initiatives.

• Develop a joint U.S.-Canadian strategy
for strengthening the security and resil-
ience of the North American electricity
grid: work together to strengthen the se-
curity and resilience of the electric grid,
including against the growing threat from
cyber-attacks and climate change im-
pacts.

A shared Arctic leadership model

Beyond deepening cooperation to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions—which will have an
outsized impact on the long-term health of the
global Arctic—President Obama and Prime
Minister Trudeau are announcing a new part-
nership to embrace the opportunities and to
confront the challenges in the changing Arctic,
with Indigenous and Northern partnerships,
and responsible, science-based leadership.
Arctic communities rest on the territories of
Indigenous peoples, who possess a wealth of
knowledge, distinct ways of life, and a richness
of cultural diversity. It is home to natural ma-
rine, land and air migrations that know no bor-
ders. It is also the frontline of climate change.
Acting for a shared future, we call on all Arctic
nations and those with Arctic interests to em-
brace a new future for Arctic leadership, with
our four objectives:
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Conserving Arctic biodiversity through sci-
ence-based decision making. Canada and the
U.S. re-affirm our national goals of protecting
at least 17% of land areas and 10% of marine
areas by 2020. We will take concrete steps to
achieve and substantially surpass these national
goals in the coming years. Specifically, we will
work directly with Indigenous partners, state,
territorial and provincial governments to estab-
lish this year a new, ambitious conservation
goal for the Arctic based on the best available
climate science and knowledge, Indigenous
and non-Indigenous alike. We will also play a
leadership role in engaging all Arctic nations to
develop a pan-Arctic marine protection area
network.

Incorporating Indigenous science and tradi-
tional knowledge into decision-making. Canada
and the U.S. are committed to collaborating
with Indigenous and Arctic governments, lead-
ers, and communities to more broadly and re-
spectfully include Indigenous science and tra-
ditional knowledge into decision making, in-
cluding in environmental assessments, re-
source management, and advancing our
understanding of climate change and how best
to manage its effects.

Building a sustainable Arctic economy. We
confirm that for commercial activities in the
Arctic—including shipping, fishing, and oil and
gas exploration and development—we will set
a world-class standard by basing development
decisions and operations on scientific evi-
dence. Further, commercial activities will oc-
cur only when the highest safety and environ-
mental standards are met, including national
and global climate and environmental goals,
and Indigenous rights and agreements. Canada
and the U.S. will work to develop this year a
shared and science-based standard for consid-
ering the life-cycle impacts of commercial ac-
tivities in the Arctic.

• Low impact shipping corridors: We will
work together to establish consistent pol-
icies for ships operating in the region,
taking into account important ecological
and cultural areas, vessel traffic patterns,
Indigenous and Northern Arctic input,
and increased cooperation of our Coast

Guards. The two countries will also work
together to share assessments of naviga-
tion data quality and capacities for sup-
porting safe and low-impact shipping in
the Beaufort Sea. In addition, we will de-
termine with Arctic partners how best to
address the risks posed by heavy fuel oil
use and black carbon emissions from
Arctic shipping.

• Abundant Arctic fish: The leaders call for
a binding international agreement to pre-
vent the opening of unregulated fisheries
in the Central Arctic Ocean to preserve
living marine resources and promote sci-
entific research in the region. Canada of-
fers to host the next round of negotia-
tions, to continue momentum and build
on a precautionary, science-based princi-
ple to commercial fishing that both coun-
tries have put in place in their Arctic wa-
ters.

• Science-based approach to oil and gas: If
oil and gas development and exploration
proceeds, activities must align with sci-
ence-based standards between the two
nations that ensure appropriate prepara-
tion for operating in Arctic conditions,
including robust and effective well con-
trol and emergency response measures.

Supporting strong Arctic communities. We
commit to defining new approaches and ex-
changing best practices to strengthen the resil-
ience of Arctic communities and continuing to
support the well-being of Arctic residents, in
particular respecting the rights and territory of
Indigenous peoples. All Indigenous Peoples in
the Arctic are vital to strengthening and sup-
porting U.S. and Canadian sovereignty claims.
We commit to working in partnership to im-
plement land claims agreements to realize the
social, cultural and economic potential of all
Indigenous and Northern communities. With
partners, we will develop and share a plan and
timeline for deploying innovative renewable
energy and efficiency alternatives to diesel and
advance community climate change adapta-
tion. We will do this through closer coordina-
tion among Indigenous, state, provincial, and
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territorial governments and the development
of innovative options for housing and infra-
structure. We also commit to greater action to
address the serious challenges of mental well-
ness, education, Indigenous language, and skill
development, particularly among Indigenous
youth.

In moving forward, we welcome the upcom-
ing White House Arctic Science Ministerial
this fall, which will bring together Science
Ministers from nations with Arctic interests,
and the twentieth anniversary of the Ottawa
Declaration, which established the Arctic

Council in 1996. Canada and the U.S. commit
to a regular bilateral dialogue to ensure prog-
ress towards the realization of these objectives,
to continuing their strong cooperation on sci-
entific work and research, and to advancing
our shared Arctic leadership model through
the Arctic Council.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to U.S.
Secretary of Energy Ernest J. Moniz; and Min-
ister of Natural Resources James G. Carr of
Canada. An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Justin P.J. Trudeau of
Canada
March 10, 2016

President Obama. Good evening, every-
body. Bonsoir. On behalf of Michelle and my-
self, welcome to the White House as we host
Prime Minister Trudeau, Mrs. Grégoire-
Trudeau, and the Canadian delegation for the
first official visit and state dinner with Canada
in nearly 20 years. Now, we intend to have fun
tonight. But not too much. [Laughter] If things
get out of hand, remember that the Prime
Minister used to work as a bouncer. [Laughter]
This is true. [Laughter]

So tonight history comes full circle. Forty-
four years ago, President Nixon made a visit to
Ottawa. And he was hosted by Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau. [Applause] That deserves a
toast. At a private dinner, there was a toast.
“Tonight we’ll dispense with the formalities,”
President Nixon said. “I’d like to propose a
toast to the future Prime Minister of Canada,
Justin Pierre Trudeau.” [Laughter] He was 4
months at the time. [Laughter]

All these years later, the prediction has
come to pass. Mr. Prime Minister, after today,
I think it’s fair to say that, here in America, you
may well be the most popular Canadian named
Justin. [Laughter] It’s possible.

I said this morning that Americans and Ca-
nadians are family. And tonight I want to rec-
ognize two people who mean so much to me
and Michelle and our family. First of all, my

wonderful brother-in-law, originally from Burl-
ington, Ontario, Konrad Ng. Hey, Konrad!
This is actually an interesting story, though,
that I was not aware of: Konrad indicated to
me when we saw each other this afternoon that
part of the reason his family was able to immi-
grate to Canada was because of policies adopt-
ed by Justin’s father. And so had that not hap-
pened, he might not have met my sister, in
which case, my lovely nieces might not have
been born. [Laughter] So this is yet one more
debt that we owe the people of Canada
[Laughter] In addition, a true friend and a
member of my team who has been with me ev-
ery step of the way—he is from Toronto and
Victoria—and also a frequent golf partner:
Marvin Nicholson. So as you can see, they’ve
infiltrated all of our ranks. [Laughter]

Before I ever became President, when we
celebrated my sister and Konrad’s marriage,
Michelle and I took our daughters to Canada.
And we went to Burlington and—this is always
tough—Mississauga. [Laughter] And then we
went to Toronto and Niagara Falls. [Laughter]
Mississauga. I can do that. [Laughter] And ev-
erywhere we went, the Canadian people made
us feel right at home.

And tonight we want our Canadian friends
to feel at home. So this is not a dinner, it’s sup-
per. [Laughter] We thought of serving up
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