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Last point I would make: If there is a signifi-
cant challenge in terms of regulating Wall
Street and regulating our financial sector, it is
primarily coming from certain Members of
Congress who are consistently pressuring inde-
pendent regulators to back off; who want to
strip away the authorities that were granted
under Dodd-Frank; who tried to weaken those
regulations, tried to water them down, or tried
to starve these regulators of the resources and
the budgets that they need to hire enough per-
sonnel to track everything that’s taking place in
the financial sector.

So whether you are a Democrat or a Repub-
lican or a Tea Party member or a Socialist, if
you are concerned about making sure that Wall
Street is doing the right thing, check to make
sure that your Member of Congress is not try-
ing to cut the budgets of these various agen-
cies, starve them of the resources that they
need, or roll back some of the authorities that
were created during Dodd-Frank.

That should be the target of your concern
and your wrath. Because unless we have
strong, independent agencies like this that can
provide the oversight that’s necessary, it is ab-
solutely true that these financial institutions
with enormous resources and mountains of
lawyers and accountants and analysts will run
circles around the Government and will end up
engaging once again in the kinds of disruptive
behavior that caused so much damage to so
many people in the first place. So that’s where
everybody should be focused.

And let’s make sure that as you reporters are
doing your work in this area, shine a spotlight
on who is it that’s trying to weaken Wall Street
reform and regulations and who’s trying to
strengthen them; who’s trying to strip out bud-

gets and who’s trying to add additional resourc-
es to make sure that we're doing the job. And
the American people should take some com-
fort from the fact that the people around this
table, at least, have been working really hard
and they've actually made some really signifi-
cant progress.

We’ve got more work to do. And there are a
whole set of issues that fall outside the issues of
this regulatory body in terms of making sure
that folks on Wall Street are also paying their
taxes and that the tax structure is fair. And that
gets into a whole other set of arguments that I
may make at another press announcement.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.
Death of Former First Lady Nancy Davis Reagan

Q. Any comments for the camera on Nancy
Reagan?

The President. I had the opportunity to meet
Mrs. Reagan once. Obviously, she was already
advanced in age, but could not have been more
gracious and more charming to myself and Mi-
chelle when we first came into office. I think
it's been well documented the extraordinary
love that she had for her husband and the ex-
traordinary comfort and strength that she pro-
vided him during really hard times. As some-
body who has been lucky enough to have an ex-
traordinary partner in my life as well, T know
how much she meant not just to President
Reagan, but to the country as a whole. He was
lucky to have her, and I'm sure he’d be the first
to acknowledge that. So she will be missed.

All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on International Women’s Day

March 8, 2016

Today, on International Women’s Day, we re-
commit ourselves to achieving a world in which
every woman and girl enjoys the full range of
rights and freedoms that is her birthright.

Women and girls make extraordinary contri-
butions every day across all fields of human en-
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deavor, including in business, education,
sports, art, science, agriculture, parenting, and
governance. Without these contributions,
economies would collapse, communities would
fail, and families would fall apart. And yet, in
too many places around the world, women still



struggle to rise out of their status as second-
class citizens. They are denied opportunities
for full economic and political participation.
Some are forced to marry and have children
when they are still children themselves, while
abusive practices, such female genital mutila-
tion/cutting, still persist in too many places.
Moreover, secondary education—arguably the
most powerful tool for helping girls escape cy-
cles of poverty and abuse and take control of
their lives—remains beyond the reach of tens
of millions of girls around the world.

That is why I am proud that my administra-
tion launched the “Let Girls Learn” initiative,
which is already helping adolescent girls
around the world to surmount the barriers that
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stand between them and a quality education. It
is also why I am pleased to announce that, in
the coming days, Secretary of State John Kerry
will be releasing the U.S. Global Strategy To
Empower Adolescent Girls, which lays out a
whole-of-Government approach to provide the
next generation of women the tools they need
to pursue their aspirations.

We know that when we invest in women and
girls, we are not only helping them, we are
helping the entire planet. A future in which all
women and girls around the world are allowed
to rise and achieve their full potential will be a
brighter, more peaceful, and more prosperous
future for us all.

Statement on the Vermont Legislature’s Passage of Legislation Requiring
Employers To Provide Paid Sick Leave to Employees

March 9, 2016

I commend Governor Peter Shumlin and
the State of Vermont for taking action to pro-
vide paid sick leave for Vermont’s working
families. This action means thousands of fami-
lies will no longer have to choose between los-
ing income and taking care of a sick child. It's a
choice no one should have to make. So I'm
once again calling on Congress to help us catch

up with other advanced nations and provide
this basic security to all Americans. Until Con-
gress acts, I urge other States to follow Ver-
mont’s lead. And T'll continue to do everything
I can as President to support working families,
because it’s the right thing to do to give every-
one a fair shot to get ahead.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Iran
March 9, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared on

March 15, 1995, is to continue in effect beyond
March 15, 2016.

On July 14, 2015, the P5+1 (China, France,
Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States), the European Union, and
Iran reached a Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) to ensure that Iran’s nuclear
program is and will remain exclusively peace-
ful. January 16, 2016, marked Implementation
Day under the JCPOA, when the International
Atomic Energy Agency issued a report verify-
ing that Iran had completed key nuclear-relat-
ed steps as specified in the JCPOA, and the
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