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date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13660 of
March 6, 2014, is to continue in effect beyond
March 6, 2016.

The actions and policies of persons that un-
dermine democratic processes and institutions
in Ukraine; threaten its peace, security, stability,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity; and con-
tribute to the misappropriation of its assets, as
well as the actions and policies of the Govern-

ment of the Russian Federation, including its
purported annexation of Crimea and its use of
force in Ukraine, continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13660 with respect to Ukraine.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 2, 2016.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
March 2, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the Fed-
eral Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency originally
declared in Executive Order 13288 of March 6,
2003, and renewed every year since then, is to
continue in effect beyond March 6, 2016.

The threat constituted by the actions and
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or

institutions, contributing to the deliberate
breakdown in the rule of law, to politically mo-
tivated violence and intimidation, and to politi-
cal and economic instability in the southern Af-
rican region, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy
of the United States. For these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue this
national emergency and to maintain in force
the sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 2, 2016.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin
March 3, 2016

The President. Hello, Milwaukee! Oh, it’s
good to be back in the Midwest! How is every-
body doing today? You look great. And it’s a

balmy 25 degrees. [Laughter] The last time I
was here was——

Audience member. Obama!
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The President. I’m sorry—what? Oh, you
were just saying my name. Okay, I thought
somebody got sick or something. [Laughter]
And if you have a seat, go ahead and sit down.
I’m going to be here for a while.

The last time I was here was for Laborfest a
couple years back. Next time, I think I should
come for Summerfest. I hear it’s pretty fun.

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. It’s okay? [Laughter]
There are some people I want to acknowl-

edge who are here today. First of all, your out-
standing mayor, Tom Barrett, is here. County
Executive Chris Abele is here. Your Congress-
woman, Gwen Moore, is in the house. Thank
you to everyone at the United Community
Center for hosting us here today. And as a spe-
cial treat, your own Milwaukee Bucks are in
the house. These are some fine young men.
And I told them that as long as they weren’t
playing the Bulls, I’d root for them. [Laughter]

But I want to say how much I appreciate
Brent for sharing his story. Please give him a
big round of applause. When I received his let-
ter, it made a powerful impact for me because
it was so honest about the fact that he wasn’t a
supporter of mine, which is okay. I just bought
him lunch, and I think maybe—[laughter]. Of
course, I’m term limited, so there’s not much I
can do now to get a vote. But we hugged it out.
[Laughter] But for him to be able to express
not what only he’s going through personally,
but also reflect on what that means for the rest
of the country and the rest of Wisconsin is ex-
traordinary.

We agree, Brent and I, that the Affordable
Care Act is helping a whole lot of people like
him. Brent is why we fought so hard to fix a
broken health care system in the first place. It
wasn’t about Democrats or Republicans. It was
about our values as Americans and making
sure that hard-working Americans like Brent
are no longer locked out of health insurance
through no fault of their own. It was about the
basic idea that in America, health care is not a
privilege reserved for the few, but should be a
right for all people.

In the 6 years since I signed the Affordable
Care Act into law, millions of people have

bought affordable health insurance, and many
of those bought it for the first time. Last sum-
mer, we learned that, for the first time ever,
America’s uninsured rate has fallen below 10
percent. So this is the lowest rate of uninsured
that we’ve seen since we started keeping these
records.

But we know that there are millions more
who are eligible for coverage, but haven’t got-
ten it yet. And that’s understandable. When
you’re going about your day-to-day life—going
to work, taking care of your kids—you’re not
paying attention to enrollment deadlines. A lot
of people still don’t know that most consumers
can get covered for less than a hundred dollars
a month, less than your cell phone bill or your
cable bill. And obviously, there’s been a lot of
political noise surrounding the Affordable
Care Act, so people haven’t always known
what’s true and what’s not.

So here’s what we did. We started a compe-
tition between 20 communities across Ameri-
ca—from Philadelphia to Long Beach, from
Atlanta to Denver—to see which city could get
more of its uninsured neighbors to get cov-
ered. And I have to say that the folks who
worked on this came up with some pretty clev-
er ways to sign people up. In Seattle, folks held
“health care happy hours.” [Laughter] Now,
that’s a pretty good trick right there. [Laugh-
ter] In Nashville, they focused on music festi-
vals. New Orleans created a challenge between
barbershops and beauty salons. [Laughter]
Oakland set up a health care storefront at city
hall for folks to visit and shop in.

And I’m pretty proud of my own hometown.
Chicago outperformed every other competitor
except one. [Applause] Except one. Milwaukee
came out on top. You get bragging rights this
year. Bigger cities may have gotten more folks
covered overall, but proportionally, relative to
your size, you won out. All told, counting new
folks and people renewing their coverage, you
got nearly 90,000 people to sign up. That’s
enough to fill Lambeau Field, still have a big
tailgating party with a lot of folks outside.
[Laughter] And those tailgaters wouldn’t have to
worry, because Obamacare covers indigestion
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from too many brats. [Laughter] They’d be cov-
ered. [Laughter] Okay.

So this city should be proud. You did the
best job of looking out for each other and tak-
ing care of each other. And I’m here to say
congratulations. And what’s remarkable is, you
did it by working together—elected officials,
hospitals, clinics, insurers, faith leaders, com-
munity leaders, businesses, nonprofits—every-
body stepped up as a team.

And you guys tried everything. Mayor Bar-
rett was out there handing flyers out himself,
stuck flyers to people’s water bills—[laugh-
ter]—opened up libraries for enrollment
events, set up a partnership with Uber to give
folks a ride, covered buses in signs reminding
people to sign up. Free clinics and health cen-
ters helped low-income residents enroll. Inde-
pendent insurance agents even volunteered
their time to help people choose the best op-
tion for them and their families. And some
folks were skeptical that insurance was just too
expensive, so health care navigators used a cost
calculator to help people figure out the most
affordable plans.

You worked with TV stations to set up
phone banks where viewers could call in and
volunteers would help them sign up for cover-
age. It turns out, they got a lot of calls from
moms who wanted to sign up their young adult
sons, which, all of you all, listen to your mom.
[Laughter] She knows what’s going on. And
let’s face it, men are just stupid sometimes—
[laughter]—don’t go to a doctor, don’t get
checkups. You know.

And because some minority communities
were less likely to have signed up, the county
worked with the Black Healthcare Coalition to
reach out to African Americans. They targeted
the Hmong and Latino organizations with cul-
turally appropriate materials, ran ads on Span-
ish-language radio, made sure folks with dis-
abilities had the information they needed to
sign up.

So the story to be told is one of just looking
out for each other, just helping each other.
This has been an incredible city- and county-
wide effort, not just in this competition, but for
years. And you’ve made Milwaukee a model

for the Nation, and you’re proof that the Af-
fordable Care Act works.

Here’s another piece of proof. Today I can
announce that thanks to the law, 20 million
more Americans now know the security of
health insurance. Twenty million. Twenty mil-
lion people. Twenty million folks like Brent.
That includes 6 million young people, who
were less likely to be insured before the Af-
fordable Care Act.

As many as 129 million Americans with pre-
existing conditions can no longer be charged
more or denied coverage just because they’ve
been sick. Almost 140 million Americans who
already have private insurance, so they didn’t
need to sign up for Obamacare, they’re now
guaranteed free preventive care as well, and
checkups, mammograms. You’re getting more
for what you’re paying for.

So your insurance is better than it was, even
if you don’t know it. Even if you didn’t vote for
me. [Laughter] Thanks, Obama. [Laughter]
It’s okay. You got an upgrade.

And contrary to claims that this law would
be a job killer, since I’ve signed it, we’ve seen
steady economic recovery. Our businesses
have created jobs every single month starting
the month I signed the ACA into law—every
month. Seventy-one straight months; 14 mil-
lion new jobs; unemployment cut from 10 per-
cent to 4.9. [Applause] Every month. And be-
cause this law fills the gaps in employer-based
care, we know that when we change jobs or we
lose a job or we go back to school or start that
new business, we can still get coverage.

The point was not to replace the coverage
that people had if they had a great job and they
had great benefits. The idea was, things hap-
pen. You lose a job, you’re going to find anoth-
er one, but in the meantime, you don’t want to
lose your house. Somebody in your family gets
sick unexpectedly, you want to make sure that
they’re getting the best of care. That’s what in-
surance is. And the Affordable Care Act is sav-
ing lives, not just for folks like Brent, but also
because the law is encouraging hospitals to fo-
cus on quality of care.

One of the—these are the kinds of things
that, they don’t make headlines, but since we
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signed this law, we’ve seen a big drop in folks
getting infections at hospital and other im-
provements in hospital care. That leads to
some 87,000 fewer deaths and $20 billion in
cost savings.

And the Affordable Care Act is saving mon-
ey. Most folks shopping in the new market-
place have discovered that they can buy a plan
for less than 75 bucks a month. Last year,
90,000 Wisconsin seniors on Medicare saved
an average of more than a thousand dollars on
their prescription drugs, thanks to the Afford-
able Care Act. And we’ve been moving Medi-
care toward a payment model that rewards
quality of care over quantity of care. And that
means, we want doctors and hospitals to focus
on giving folks the right tests and the right
treatment, not just trying to sell more tests and
sell more treatments. And that delivers better
outcomes. We’ve just learned we’ve already hit
our initial goal of getting 30 percent of Medi-
care payments into this new model that’s bet-
ter for patients.

So the Affordable Care Act—a.k.a. Obam-
acare—[laughter]—it’s saving lives, and it’s
saving money. And we’ve done all this while
creating millions of new jobs. We’ve cut our
deficits by almost 75 percent. The act itself has
cost less than the original projections. And
meantime, health care price inflation is at its
lowest level in 50 years. So even if you aren’t
covered by Obamacare, your premiums or
your employer’s premiums or your share of
premiums have increased at a slower rate over
these last 3 years than they had in the previous
50, which doesn’t mean that you’re not still
seeing some increases, and you may not be
happy about that, but understand that we’ve
actually significantly reduced the pace at which
it was going up.

And look, you wouldn’t know any of this if
you listened to the politicians on the other side
out there about this who are obsessed with re-
pealing this law. To them, the facts I just men-
tioned don’t matter, because this is an issue of
ideology. This has to do with, we just—“we’re
just against it.” Facts, evidence don’t comport
with their conviction that the ACA means an
end to the American way. And “Repeal” has

been a rallying cry. And they say they want to
replace, but they still haven’t come up with a
replacement, partly because we designed this
plan with the help of a bunch of Republican
thinkers, including the then-Governor of Mas-
sachusetts. This is the plan that they signed in-
to law there.

Congressional Republicans have tried and
failed to repeal or undermine it about 60 times.
They’ve told you what they’d replace it with
about zero times. [Laughter] They sure won’t
tell you what would happen if they actually did
repeal it. If they got their way, 20 million peo-
ple will have their insurance taken away from
them. Twenty million people.

And by the way, Milwaukee, while you
worked your tails off to cover enough folks to
fill Lambeau Field, your Governor still refuses
to expand Medicaid in this State. And we could
cover another 21,000 Wisconsinites with a
stroke of his pen. He could join 31 other Gov-
ernors who are taking this option, which, by
the way, actually would save money. He’s de-
nying Wisconsinites their ticket to health insur-
ance, and it’s political.

Your senior Senator won’t tell you that if he
gets his way and repeals Obamacare, millions
of working families would see their insurance
premiums spike. The leader of the Republi-
cans in Congress, who lives just south of here,
won’t tell you that if he gets his way and re-
peals Obamacare, millions of women would go
back to paying higher premiums just because
they’re women. Millions of seniors would see
the price of their prescription drugs shoot up.

Now, they’ll tell you, no, those are the good
parts, we’d keep those. Well, if you add it all
up, that’s the Affordable Care Act. Why are
you trying to repeal it? Why is it exactly that
you’re trying to repeal?

No, this is an important point. See, people
don’t know that, for example, kids being cov-
ered until they’re 26 or making sure that you
can’t be discriminated against because of a pre-
existing condition or making sure that women
aren’t being discriminated against when it
comes to health insurance or free preventive
care or seniors getting reduced prices on their
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prescriptions drugs, they don’t know necessari-
ly that those things are part of this law.

So when you ask Republicans about these
things, they’ll say, well, yes, those are okay, we
just want to repeal the other parts. As I said,
when you add it up, that’s the law. Why do you
want to repeal it?

We can’t let that happen. It has been 6 years
since I signed the Affordable Care Act into
law. This is no longer just about a law. It’s not
about me. It’s not about politics. This is about
the reality that somebody like Brent goes
through. I get letters every day, and people de-
scribe to me what it meant for them to have
health care coverage. Now, if you’re healthy at
the moment, you may not think about it. But at
some point, each of us goes through times
where things don’t work out that great, and
you’ve got to have a backup plan.

Once you get out of Washington, most
Americans support the reality that they don’t
want people not having coverage. The vast ma-
jority of folks like their coverage. The vast ma-
jority of folks are satisfied with their choices of
doctors and hospitals. People like what we’ve
done, the people who are actually using it. Not
just the people who are hearing about it on Fox
News, I’m talking about people who are actual-
ly using it.

For all the years of political fighting, all the
repeal votes, all the predictions of apocalypse,
the reality is that real people are finally getting
insurance and having a bridge to stay insured
as they go through various changes in their
lives. That’s taking place in places like this, in
Milwaukee: real communities looking out for
each other.

Now, we are going to keep working to make
health care work even better. There are things
that I would love to work with the Republicans
on in the closing months of my Presidency to
fine-tune this thing and identify ways that we
can improve quality even more and reduce
prices even more. We could certainly get more
folks covered who are currently being left out.
We’ve got to keep working to get Governors
and State legislators to expand Medicaid and
take care of their citizens. We’ve got to keep

working to make prescription drugs more af-
fordable.

But, Milwaukee, you have proved that what
Americans care about most is not scoring polit-
ical points, it’s looking after each another.
You’ve made a difference in people’s lives.
We’re not going backwards. We’re not going to
go back to a time where people could be de-
nied because of preexisting conditions. That’s
not who we are. That’s who we were; that’s not
who we are now. Americans know that.

Earlier today I had lunch at the Engine
Company with Brent and a few others who had
written me letters. I get 10 letters ever night, I
read them, keeps me connected to the people
I’m supposed to be serving on a day-to-day ba-
sis. And one of the people who wrote to me
was a woman name Karen George. A few years
ago, while Karen was finishing her law degree,
her husband was laid off for the second time in
6 years. The first time, they lost their health in-
surance, they had no choice but to get on
what’s called COBRA. But as you know, that’s
a really expensive transition plan, and they
could barely afford it.

This time, they had the Affordable Care Act
on their side. By dinnertime, Karen had signed
up her family for an affordable plan in the new
health insurance marketplace. So she knew
they were safe. They were protected. They
were covered. And Karen said in her letter, she
said: “When something like a layoff happens,
you face a collection of moments of panic. To
have one of those moments of panic go away
was something. Right then, our health care was
there when we needed it.”

Soon after that came another moment of
panic. Just one week after graduating law
school, Karen experienced chest pains, ended
up in the ER with what turned out to be a
heart problem. “Without this plan,” she wrote,
“I probably would have tried to take a nap and
wait for the pain to go away.” But instead, Kar-
en got the care she needed. And Karen’s kids
have their mom.

That’s because of your efforts. Because of
you, America is moving closer to the day where
every American family has that same peace of
mind. So we’ve got more work to do. But
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you’ve shown us that when ordinary citizens
come together as one family and one commu-
nity and roll up our sleeves and look out for
one another, that’s when change happens.
That’s when we’re at our best. That’s how
we’re going to keep building a country that
lives up to its highest ideals. I could not be
prouder of you. Congratulations.

God bless you, Milwaukee. God bless these
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
Jack Ladky Gymnasium at the Bruce-Guadalupe
Middle School on the campus of the United

Community Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele;
Mosinee, WI, resident Brent Brown, who intro-
duced the President; former Gov. W. Mitt Rom-
ney of Massachusetts; Gov. Scott K. Walker of
Wisconsin; Sen. Ronald H. Johnson; Speaker of
the House of Representatives Paul D. Ryan;
Springfield, IL, resident Karen George and Mil-
waukee, WI, residents Karen and Sharon Szysz-
ko and Susan W. Campbell, who had written to
the President about their positive experiences
with the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act; and Joe George, husband of Mrs. George,
and their children Nate and Katie.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Venezuela
March 3, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13692 of
March 8, 2015, with respect to the situation in
Venezuela is to continue in effect beyond
March 8, 2016.

The situation in Venezuela described in Ex-
ecutive Order 13692 has not improved, includ-
ing the Government of Venezuela’s erosion of

human rights guarantees, persecution of politi-
cal opponents, curtailment of press freedoms,
use of violence and human rights violations and
abuses in response to antigovernment protests,
and arbitrary arrest and detention of antigov-
ernment protestors, as well as the exacerbating
presence of significant government corruption.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13692 with re-
spect to the situation in Venezuela.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the National Economy
March 4, 2016

Well, I thought it might be useful to take a
small break from the spectacle of the politi-
cal season—and now, I gather, O.J.—to fo-
cus on something that really matters to the
American people, and that is, how is the

economy doing, and how is it affecting their
lives?

This morning we learned that the U.S. econ-
omy had created 242,000 jobs last month.
That’s 2 months in a row at the unemployment
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