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the Interagency Center on Trade Implementa-
tion, Monitoring, and Enforcement at the of-
fice of the United States Trade Representative,
codifying the successor to the Interagency
Trade Enforcement Center (ITEC) that was
created by Executive Order in 2012. This Cen-
ter will bring together expertise from across
the Federal Government into one organization
that will build on the crucial research and ana-
lytical work currently being done by ITEC to
investigate potential trade enforcement dis-
putes. Additionally, the Act provides my Ad-
ministration with new tools to enhance engage-
ment with countries that do not adequately
and effectively protect intellectual property
rights. My Administration looks forward to
working with the Congress on the most effec-
tive way to use these new tools.

Provisions of the Act address trade with Is-
rael. I have directed my Administration to
strongly oppose boycotts, divestment cam-
paigns, and sanctions targeting the State of Is-
rael. As long as I am President, we will contin-
ue to do so. Certain provisions of this Act, by

conflating Israel and “Israeli-controlled territo-
ries,” are contrary to longstanding bipartisan
United States policy, including with regard to
the treatment of settlements. Moreover, con-
sistent with longstanding constitutional prac-
tice, my Administration will interpret and im-
plement the provisions in the Act that purport
to direct the Executive to seek to negotiate and
enter into particular international agreements
(section 414(a)(1)) or to take certain positions
in international negotiations with respect to in-
ternational agreements with foreign countries
not qualifying for trade authorities procedures
(sections 108(b), 414(a)(2), 415, and 909(c)) in
a manner that does not interfere with my con-
stitutional authority to conduct diplomacy.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 24, 2016.

NOTE: H.R. 644, approved February 24, was
assigned Public Law No. 114–125.

Message to the Congress on Modifying and Continuing the National
Emergency With Respect to Cuba and Continuing To Authorize the
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels
February 24, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 1 of title II of Public
Law 65–24, ch. 30, June 15, 1917, as amended
(50 U.S.C. 191), sections 201, 202, and 301 of
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, I hereby report that I have issued
a Proclamation to modify and continue the na-
tional emergency declared in Proclamations
6867 and 7757.

The Proclamation recognizes that certain
descriptions of the national emergency set
forth in Proclamations 6867 and 7757 no
longer reflect the international relations of
the United States related to Cuba. Further,

the Proclamation recognizes the reestablish-
ment of diplomatic relations between the
United States and Cuba, and that the Unit-
ed States continues to pursue the progres-
sive normalization of relations while aspiring
toward a peaceful, prosperous, and demo-
cratic Cuba.

The Proclamation clarifies the national
emergency related to Cuba and specifically
provides the following statements related to
U.S. national security and foreign policy:

• It is U.S. policy that a mass migration
from Cuba would endanger the security
of the United States by posing a distur-
bance or threatened disturbance of the
international relations of the United
States.
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• The unauthorized entry of vessels subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States in-
to Cuban territorial waters is in violation
of U.S. law and contrary to U.S. policy.

• The unauthorized entry of U.S.-regis-
tered vessels into Cuban territorial wa-
ters is detrimental to U.S. foreign policy,
and counter to the purpose of Executive
Order 12807, which is to ensure, among
other things, safe, orderly, and legal mi-
gration.

• The possibility of large-scale unauthor-
ized entries of U.S.-registered vessels
would disturb the international relations
of the United States by facilitating a pos-
sible mass migration of Cuban nationals.

I have directed the Secretary of Homeland
Security (the “Secretary”) to make and issue
such rules and regulations as the Secretary may
find appropriate to regulate the anchorage and
movement of vessels, and authorize and ap-
prove the Secretary’s issuance of such rules
and regulations, as authorized by the Act of
June 15, 1917.

I am enclosing a copy of the Proclamation I
have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 24, 2016.

NOTE: The proclamation is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at PBS’s “A Tribute to Ray Charles: In Performance at the White
House”
February 24, 2016

The President. Thank you, everybody. Thank
you so much. Everybody, please have a seat.
Well, good evening, everybody

Audience members. Good evening!
The President. And welcome to the White

House.
Over the past 7 years, Michelle and I have

set aside nights like this to honor the music
that shaped America: classical and country,
blues and Broadway, gospel and Motown, the
women of soul and the sounds of the civil
rights movement. This has become one of our
most cherished traditions, and I want to thank
PBS for helping us to put on these wonderful
events.

Tonight is a little bittersweet because this
marks our final “In Performance at the White
House.”

Audience members. Aww!
The President. I will not be singing. [Laugh-

ter] But for our last one, it is fitting that we pay
tribute to one of our favorites, and one of the
most brilliant and influential musicians of our
times: the late, great genius himself, Mr. Ray
Charles.

I want to thank the Smithsonian for their
support. And I want to thank the members of
Ray Charles’s family who are here with us to-
night. It is a great honor to have you here.

Ray Charles Robinson’s childhood in the
segregated South was marked by poverty and
tragedy. Early in his life, he watched his
younger brother drown, lost his eyesight, and
lost his father. But Ray had two things going
for him. One was a strong mother, Aretha, who
insisted that her son not wallow in self-pity, but
master self-sufficiency. And two, he had music.

As Ray once put it, “I was born with music
inside of me.” A local cafe owner introduced
him to the piano, and at the St. Augustine
School of the Blind and Deaf, he studied the
saxophone, the clarinet, and trumpet as well.
He learned how to read, write, and arrange
music in Braille. And he was exposed to a wide
range of styles, all of which he loved, from gos-
pel to the blues, from Chopin to Art Tatum. At
night, like so many others, he would turn his
radio dial to the Grand Ole Opry.

When his mother passed, Ray left school. He
took whatever gigs came along. But when he
met another young man named Quincy Jones,
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