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Remarks at the National Governors Association Dinner
February 21, 2016

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Everybody, please have a seat. Well, good
evening, everybody.

Audience members. Good evening.
The President. Welcome to the White House.

You all look spectacular. [Laughter] I am going
to be brief. There comes a time in the second
term when the President should make his toasts
short—[laughter]—and this is one of those mo-
ments.

Tonight I plan to fulfill my duty and give you
an indisputably qualified set of remarks. I trust
that you’ll give them a fair hearing. [Laughter]

I want to start by thanking the Governors
and your loved ones who are here tonight. I
want to thank your chair, Governor Gary Her-
bert, and your vice chair, Governor Terry
McAuliffe. They’re both doing outstanding
jobs in their respective States.

I also want to give some special recognition
to Iowa Governor Terry Branstad. Now, in De-
cember, Terry became the longest serving
Governor in our Nation’s history, elected to six
terms—more than 21 years and counting—
which means that Terry is in the rare club of
people who have been inside more Iowa coffee
shops and high school gyms than me. [Laugh-
ter] He also has done some dancing with the
First Lady on stage, which——

The First Lady. Very good.
The President. It was excellent. I should also

mention that tonight is the birthday of our Sec-
retary of the Interior, Sally Jewell. So let’s give
Sally a big round of applause, wherever she is.
There she is. Happy birthday, Sally.

So this is my final Governors dinner, at least
my final one as President. [Laughter] I’m just
kidding. That’s a joke, people. [Laughter] I
wanted to see how Michelle would react.
[Laughter] But I always look forward to this
weekend because it reminds me of all the great
work that’s being done in State capitals all
across the country.

Recently, I went back to Springfield, Illi-
nois, our home capital, and went back to the
chambers where I had served as a State sena-

tor. I talked about my experiences as a legisla-
tor there. And with all sincerity, I talked about
how Democrats and Republicans found a way
to fight like heck, oftentimes voted along party
lines, but were able to shake hands after a dis-
agreement and, every so often, actually got
some work done that benefited the people of
the State; how we could assume the best in
each other and not the worst and find areas of
common ground.

I know that at the moment, some of you
might feel a little differently about your legisla-
tors—[laughter]—depending on where you
are in the budget process. [Laughter] But the
truth is, as frustrating as our politics too often
feels, you know the same thing that I do, which
is, the people we serve don’t typically think in
terms of red and blue, left or right. They just
want a shot to get ahead. They want to make
sure that they’ve got a good job, that their kids
can succeed, that they can save enough for re-
tirement. They want to know that we’re doing
our jobs and that we are operating with a sense
of fairness and that we’re looking out for folks
without a voice.

And in other words, you see, just as I do, the
basic decency and goodness of the American
people every single day. That’s one of the great
benefits of public service. So—[applause]. And
you know that when you stray from that way of
doing business, there is some accountability,
because you’re a little closer to the ground and
the folks you grew up with—and you may still
go to church with—will find you. You’re not so
far away.

So while people sometimes may wonder
why I have been spending some time talking
about a better politics, it’s not because I’m na-
ive. It’s because, in fact, I’m giving voice to the
experiences that all of us have: what makes
public service so worthwhile even with all the
tough stuff and scrutiny that goes with it. It’s
what we’ve seen in coffee shops and high
school gyms and town hall meetings and back-
yard picnics. I think you, like I, believe that
politics can be a noble endeavor and that a pol-
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itics that better reflects our people is not only
possible, but it couldn’t be more important.

LBJ told a group of Governors who’d gath-
ered just 3 days after we lost President Kenne-
dy, “A government by checks and balances will
work only when people are willing to cooperate
and work together for the common good.” I
believe that. And I know that so many of you
believe that as well.

So tonight I’d like to propose a toast to our
Nation’s Governors, to their loved ones that
put up with them—[laughter]—and to all
those willing to cooperate and work together
for the common good. 

[At this point, the President offered a toast.]

Audience members. Here, here.
The President. Here, here.
So I hope everybody has a wonderful eve-

ning. At this stage, I would like to invite the
chairman of the National Governors Associa-
tion, Governor Herbert, to come up and say a
few words.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:18 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Gary R. Herbert
of Utah; and Gov. Terrence R. McAuliffe of
Virginia.

Remarks to the National Governors Association and a Question-and-Answer
Session
February 22, 2016

The President. Thank you. Please have a
seat, everybody. It is wonderful to see all of
you. I hope you had just the right amount of
fun last night and not too much fun. [Laugh-
ter] It’s hard to believe that that was the final
dinner Michelle and I get to host for you. Like
me, some of you might be in the final year of
your last term, working as hard as you can to
get as much done as possible for the folks that
you represent: fixing roads, educating our chil-
dren, helping people retrain, appointing judg-
es. The usual stuff. [Laughter]

Audience member. Indisputably qualified.
The President. Those of you who have been

in office for a while have also witnessed all the
progress that we have made together, and it
has been a partnership: the millions of new
jobs created: the millions of people newly cov-
ered with health insurance, the new energy
projects that are popping up all across every
State that’s represented here.

I do want to comment, before I take ques-
tions, on the issue of security for the American
people. Whatever the—our party, we all raise
our hand and take an oath and assume the sol-
emn responsibility to protect our citizens. And
that is a mission that should unite us all as
Americans. Today, we’re focused on three
threats in particular.

First and foremost is terrorism. The attacks
in Garland, Texas, in Chattanooga, in San Ber-
nardino were attacks in good and decent com-
munities, but they were also attacks on our en-
tire country. As Americans, we are united in
support of the men and women in uniform
from every State who lead the coalition we’ve
built with the mission to destroy ISIL. We’re
working with other nations to prevent terror-
ists from entering the United States. We’re un-
wavering in our efforts to prevent attacks here
at home. And that’s where the partnership with
your States come in.

This is a shared mission. We have to stay vig-
ilant. Across the country, we’ve got more than
100 joint terrorism task forces—Federal, State,
local experts—working together to disrupt
threats. And at the State level, your fusion cells
are pushing information out to law enforce-
ment. We’ve also need—we also need to make
sure our extraordinary law enforcement pro-
fessionals and first responders have the equip-
ment and the resources that they need. And
we’ve got to stay united as one American fami-
ly, working with communities to help prevent
loved ones from becoming radicalized and re-
jecting any politics that tries to divide the
American people on the basis of faith.
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