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tion Agenda, to ensure a sustainable, equitable
and inclusive society where no one is left behind;

16. Shared commitment to enhance collabora-
tion at international and regional fora, especially
at existing ASEAN-led mechanisms; and

17. Shared commitment to continue politi-
cal dialogue at the Head of State/Government

level through our Leaders’ attendance at the
annual U.S.-ASEAN Summit and the East Asia
Summit.

NOTE: An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks on the Appointment of Thomas E. Donilon as Chair and Samuel J.
Palmisano as Vice Chair of the Commission on Enhancing National
Cybersecurity
February 17, 2016

Several weeks ago, I announced a Cyberse-
curity National Action Plan that addresses
what increasingly the American people under-
stand as one of our greatest challenges. The In-
ternet has brought incredible opportunity, in-
credible wealth. It gives us access to data and
information that are enhancing our lives in all
sorts of ways. It also means that more and
more of our lives are being downloaded, being
stored, and as a consequence, are a lot more
vulnerable. That’s true for the private sector.
That’s true for individual Americans. That true
for Federal, State, and local governments. It’s
true for our critical infrastructure.

And as I indicated when I announced this
national action plan, right now we are not as
well organized as we need to be to make sure
that we’re dealing with all these threats in an
effective way. We’ve made some enormous
progress since I came into office, chipping
away at the problem, trying to upgrade certain
systems, trying to patch over certain security
vulnerabilities.

But what I’ve indicated is, even as we are
vigilant and constantly trying to improve the
security of systems that we currently have, and
even as we set up frameworks for cooperation
with the private sector where there are particu-
lar vulnerabilities, this is going to be a big
agenda, a long-term agenda that is extremely
complicated, extremely technical, and is going
to require us to overhaul a bunch of legacy sys-
tems that are already in place.

And for that reason, part of the Cybersecuri-
ty National Action Plan was to put together a

bipartisan Commission whose task was not to
generate some fat report that collects dust, but
in a timely way, focuses on what are the long-
term challenges that we face, what are the sys-
tems that we need to build, and can set a clear
sense of direction for the Federal Govern-
ment, working in concert with the private sec-
tor, State, and local actors for the next 5 years,
10 years, 20 years, so that we can make sure
that we get the benefits of the Internet and
digitalization and not the dangers and threats.

I am really happy that we have identified
two people who I can’t think of anybody who
would be better in serving in this capacity: a
dear friend of mine, my former National Secu-
rity Advisor, Tom Donilon, who spent a lot of
years here in the White House steeped in na-
tional security challenges, understands every
aspect of our intelligence systems, our national
security systems, and has worked at the highest
levels of Government; and Sam Palmisano,
who is the former CEO of IBM. So, as I’ve
joked with him, he knows a little bit about
computers. But he has also served in a variety
of nonprofit and advisory boards, thinking very
deeply about the issue of how do we make cy-
bersecurity a top priority and how do we do
better by the American people.

So with a Chairman who understands Gov-
ernment and national security issues, a Vice
Chairman from the private sector who under-
stands the intimacies of computing, of the digi-
tal world, the economic aspects of this, I think
we’ve got two of the best possible people to
chair this—to head up this effort.
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We’re also going to make sure that some of
our key Cabinet Secretaries like Jeh Johnson,
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, Penny Pritzker, our Secretary of Com-
merce, and others are working very closely
with this Commission. And we’re going to be
announcing additional names from academia,
the private sector, and the national security
sector who can add to this effort.

Their goal is going to be to produce a report
no later than December 1 that will advise not
just me, but the next administration, and po-
tentially administrations after that, in terms of
how we deal with this problem. And the scope
of their work is broad. They’re going to be
thinking about everything from how do we
keep the huge databases that exist in the Fed-
eral Government more secure, to how do we
more effectively work with critical sectors of
our economy, whether it’s the financial sector
or our critical infrastructure, like utilities, to
make sure their systems are more secure; how
do we provide the general public timely and
continuously updated information about the
best practices they need to keep their families
safe, keep their finances safe, keep their health
information private; how are we going to im-
prove the process that we purchase IT software
and hardware that makes the Government run

so that it’s not as vulnerable to hacking and at-
tacks; how do we make sure that we attract the
very best personnel to work on these issues.

So there’s going to be a wide range of issues
that these guys are charged with. I have told
them that they’re going to have the full support
of the White House and the Federal Govern-
ment in moving this effort forward. But there
was a poll just in the last few days showing that
the American people understand that this is a
problem, identified this as, I think, the third
highest threat to their well-being and their
safety and prosperity. And it’s only going to
grow.

So we’re very excited about Tom and Sam’s
participation. We’re confident that this is going
to be the kind of product that is of great impor-
tance to everybody. And this is not an ideologi-
cal issue that should divide Washington along
party lines. This is something that everybody
has got an interest in getting right. And I want
to just thank them for the outstanding work
they do. And I’m looking forward to getting a
work plan for the United States of America to
make sure that we’re getting this right. Okay.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Honoring the 2015 Stanley Cup Champion Chicago Blackhawks
February 18, 2016

The President. Thank you, everybody! Thank
you. Everybody, have a seat. Have a seat. For
the fourth—for the third time, as President—
[laughter]—I was getting ahead of myself, I al-
most said, fourth—[laughter]—I get to say:
Give it up for the Stanley Cup champs, my
hometown Chicago Blackhawks! Yes!

Now, it is always fun to have the Stanley
Cup here. It truly is the best trophy in sports.
I’ll admit, I was hoping you’d give me a day
with it this time around, where I could just—
[laughter]. Before I was President, I just want
to point out, you, the Blackhawks, had gone al-
most half a century without seeing this thing.
[Laughter] Now you’ve got the hat trick. So I

think it’s pretty clear the kind of luck I’ve
brought to this team. [Laughter]

And by the way, we’ve got a state dinner
with Canada coming up, so we may just leave it
right in the middle of the room. [Laughter]
We’ll see. Just to gloat a little bit. [Applause]
Just to gloat a little bit.

We’ve got a lot of Hawks fans in the house
today, including Congressman from Chicago
Mike Quigley, who still plays, by the way, still
plays hockey. I want to congratulate NHL
Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly. We’ve got
Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz, and we have
President and CEO John McDonough. Give
them a big round of applause. Obviously, a
team doesn’t win this often unless you’ve got a
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