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the Republican primary that thinks we should
do anything about climate change, that thinks
it’s serious. Well, that’s a problem. The rest of
the world looks at that, and they—says, how
can that be?

I’ll leave it to you to speculate on how this
whole race is going to go. I continue to believe
Mr. Trump will not be President. And the rea-
son is because I have a lot of faith in the Amer-
ican people, and I think they recognize that be-
ing President is a serious job. It’s not hosting a
talk show or a reality show. It’s not promotion.
It’s not marketing.

It’s hard. And a lot of people count on us
getting it right. And it’s not a matter of pander-
ing and doing whatever will get you in the news
on a given day. And sometimes, it requires you
making hard decisions even when people don’t
like it and doing things that are unpopular and
standing up for people who are vulnerable, but
don’t have some powerful political constituen-
cy. And it requires being able to work with
leaders around the world in a way that reflects
the importance of the office and gives people
confidence that you know the facts and you
know their names and you know where they
are on a map and you know something about
their history. And you’re not just going to play
to the crowd back home—because they have
their own crowds back home—and you’re try-
ing to solve problems.

And so, yes, during primaries, people vent,
and they express themselves. And it seems like
entertainment, and oftentimes, it’s reported
just like entertainment. But as you get closer,
reality has a way of intruding.

And these are the folks who I have faith in,
because they ultimately are going to say, who-
ever is standing where I’m standing right now
has the nuclear codes with them and can order
21-year-olds into a firefight and have to make
sure that the banking system doesn’t collapse
and is often responsible for not just the United
States of America, but 20 other countries that
are having big problems or falling apart and are
going to be looking for us to do something.
And the American people are pretty sensible,
and I think they’ll make a sensible choice in
the end.

All right? Thanks, everybody. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:52 p.m. in the Sunnylands Center at the
Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President
Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov of
Russia; President Bashar al-Asad of Syria;
Noureddine Chouchane, a senior Tunisian op-
erative who was killed in a U.S. airstrike target-
ing ISIL training facilities in Sabratha, Libya,
on February 19; Sen. Bernard Sanders; Donald
J. Trump, chairman and chief executive officer,
Trump Organization; and Sen. Marco A. Ru-
bio, cosponsor of S. 744, the Border Security,
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration
Modernization Act, which was passed by the
Senate on June 27, 2013, but failed in the
House of Representatives. A reporter referred
to Matt Lauer, coanchor, NBC’s “Today” pro-
gram; and Sen. R. Edward “Ted” Cruz, in his
capacity as a Republican Presidential candi-
date.

Joint Statement of the United States-Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Special Leaders Summit—Sunnylands Declaration
February 16, 2016

Sunnylands, California
February 15–16, 2016

We the Heads of State/Government of the
Member States of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the United States
of America gathered in Sunnylands, California,

on February 15–16, 2016, for a Special Lead-
ers Summit. This Special U.S.-ASEAN Lead-
ers Summit was the first ever to be held in the
United States and the very first Summit follow-
ing the establishment of the ASEAN Commu-
nity.
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The Summit marked a watershed year for
both ASEAN and for the increasingly close
U.S-ASEAN. strategic partnership. In 2015,
ASEAN Member States celebrated the estab-
lishment of the ASEAN Community, working
together toward an ASEAN that better serves
the people of Southeast Asia.

At our Summit in Kuala Lumpur in Novem-
ber 2015, we elevated the U.S.-ASEAN rela-
tionship to a strategic partnership, recognizing
the transformation of our relationship over the
past several years. On the occasion of this Spe-
cial Summit, we the Heads of State/Govern-
ment of the Member States of ASEAN and the
United States of America take this opportunity
to reaffirm the key principles that will guide
our cooperation going forward:

1. Mutual respect for the sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, equality and political indepen-
dence of all nations by firmly upholding the
principles and purposes of the Charter of the
United Nations, the ASEAN Charter and in-
ternational law;

2. The importance of shared prosperity, sus-
tainable, inclusive economic growth and devel-
opment, and the nurturing of our young peo-
ple to sustain continued peace, development,
and stability for mutual benefit;

3. Mutual recognition of the importance of
pursuing policies that lead to dynamic, open,
and competitive economies that foster eco-
nomic growth, job creation, innovation, entre-
preneurship and connectivity, and that support
SMEs and narrow the development gap;

4. Our commitment to ensure opportunities
for all of our peoples, through strengthening
democracy, enhancing good governance and
adherence to the rule of law, promoting and
protecting human rights and fundamental free-
doms, encouraging the promotion of tolerance
and moderation, and protecting the environ-
ment;

5. Respect and support for ASEAN Central-
ity and ASEAN-led mechanisms in the evolv-
ing regional architecture of the Asia-Pacific;

6. Firm adherence to a rules-based regional
and international order that upholds and pro-
tects the rights and privileges of all states;

7. Shared commitment to peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes, including full respect for legal
and diplomatic processes, without resorting to
the threat or use of force in accordance with
universally recognized principles of interna-
tional law and the 1982 United Nations Con-
vention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);

8. Shared commitment to maintain peace,
security and stability in the region, ensuring
maritime security and safety, including the
rights of freedom of navigation and overflight
and other lawful uses of the seas, and unim-
peded lawful maritime commerce as described
in the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) as well as non-militarization
and self-restraint in the conduct of activities;

9. Shared commitment to promote coopera-
tion to address common challenges in the mar-
itime domain;

10. Strong resolve to lead on global issues
such as terrorism and violent extremism, traf-
ficking in persons, drug trafficking, and illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fishing, as well as
illicit trafficking of wildlife and timber;

11. Shared commitment to addressing cli-
mate change and developing a climate-resil-
ient, environmentally sustainable ASEAN, as
well as to implement individual countries’ na-
tionally determined contributions made under
the Paris Climate Agreement;

12. Shared commitment to promote security
and stability in cyberspace consistent with
norms of responsible state behavior;

13. Support for the advancement of a strong,
stable, politically cohesive, economically inte-
grated, socially responsible, people-oriented,
people-centered and rules-based ASEAN
Community;

14. Shared commitment to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people connectivity through programs
that engage ASEAN and American citizens,
particularly young people, and that promote
opportunities for all our peoples, particularly
the most vulnerable, to fulfil the vision of the
ASEAN Community;

15. Shared commitment to promote a global
partnership for sustainable development through
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development and the Addis Ababa Ac-
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tion Agenda, to ensure a sustainable, equitable
and inclusive society where no one is left behind;

16. Shared commitment to enhance collabora-
tion at international and regional fora, especially
at existing ASEAN-led mechanisms; and

17. Shared commitment to continue politi-
cal dialogue at the Head of State/Government

level through our Leaders’ attendance at the
annual U.S.-ASEAN Summit and the East Asia
Summit.

NOTE: An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks on the Appointment of Thomas E. Donilon as Chair and Samuel J.
Palmisano as Vice Chair of the Commission on Enhancing National
Cybersecurity
February 17, 2016

Several weeks ago, I announced a Cyberse-
curity National Action Plan that addresses
what increasingly the American people under-
stand as one of our greatest challenges. The In-
ternet has brought incredible opportunity, in-
credible wealth. It gives us access to data and
information that are enhancing our lives in all
sorts of ways. It also means that more and
more of our lives are being downloaded, being
stored, and as a consequence, are a lot more
vulnerable. That’s true for the private sector.
That’s true for individual Americans. That true
for Federal, State, and local governments. It’s
true for our critical infrastructure.

And as I indicated when I announced this
national action plan, right now we are not as
well organized as we need to be to make sure
that we’re dealing with all these threats in an
effective way. We’ve made some enormous
progress since I came into office, chipping
away at the problem, trying to upgrade certain
systems, trying to patch over certain security
vulnerabilities.

But what I’ve indicated is, even as we are
vigilant and constantly trying to improve the
security of systems that we currently have, and
even as we set up frameworks for cooperation
with the private sector where there are particu-
lar vulnerabilities, this is going to be a big
agenda, a long-term agenda that is extremely
complicated, extremely technical, and is going
to require us to overhaul a bunch of legacy sys-
tems that are already in place.

And for that reason, part of the Cybersecuri-
ty National Action Plan was to put together a

bipartisan Commission whose task was not to
generate some fat report that collects dust, but
in a timely way, focuses on what are the long-
term challenges that we face, what are the sys-
tems that we need to build, and can set a clear
sense of direction for the Federal Govern-
ment, working in concert with the private sec-
tor, State, and local actors for the next 5 years,
10 years, 20 years, so that we can make sure
that we get the benefits of the Internet and
digitalization and not the dangers and threats.

I am really happy that we have identified
two people who I can’t think of anybody who
would be better in serving in this capacity: a
dear friend of mine, my former National Secu-
rity Advisor, Tom Donilon, who spent a lot of
years here in the White House steeped in na-
tional security challenges, understands every
aspect of our intelligence systems, our national
security systems, and has worked at the highest
levels of Government; and Sam Palmisano,
who is the former CEO of IBM. So, as I’ve
joked with him, he knows a little bit about
computers. But he has also served in a variety
of nonprofit and advisory boards, thinking very
deeply about the issue of how do we make cy-
bersecurity a top priority and how do we do
better by the American people.

So with a Chairman who understands Gov-
ernment and national security issues, a Vice
Chairman from the private sector who under-
stands the intimacies of computing, of the digi-
tal world, the economic aspects of this, I think
we’ve got two of the best possible people to
chair this—to head up this effort.
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