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So I want to thank you for what you’ve
done, but more importantly, I’m going to
thank you in advance for what you are going
to do. Because I need you to feel just as
much urgency about this election as any elec-
tion that I’ve been involved with. I will not be
on any ballot ever again. [Laughter] And I
think that’s something I’m pleased with, but
not as pleased as Michelle is. [Laughter] But
as I was saying in my remarks earlier today,
that Justice Brandeis once said the most im-
portant office in a democracy is the office of
citizen. And that office I will retain, alongside
you.

And our job is to work as hard as we can to
make sure that we fulfill our responsibilities. If
we do, then I’m confident that we’ll get the
kind of government and kind of politics that we
deserve and the next generation deserves.

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. at the
residence of Samuel N. and Leah S. Fisher. In
his remarks, he referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion. The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 12. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 13, 2016

Hi, everybody. I’m speaking to you today
from Springfield, Illinois. I spent 8 years in the
State senate here. It was a place where, for all
of our surface differences in a State as diverse
as Illinois, my colleagues and I actually shared
a lot in common. We fought for our principles,
we voted against each other, but because we
assumed the best in one another and not the
worst, we found room for progress. We
bridged differences to get things done.

In my travels through this State, I saw most
Americans do the same. Folks know that issues
are complicated and that people with different
ideas might have a point. It convinced me that
if we just approached our politics the same way
we approach our daily lives—with common
sense, a commitment to fairness, and the belief
that we’re all in this together—then there’s
nothing that we cannot do.

That’s why I announced right here in
Springfield that I was running for President.
And my faith in the generosity and fundamen-
tal goodness of the American people is reward-
ed and affirmed every single day.

But I’ll be the first to admit that the tone of
our politics hasn’t gotten better, but worse.
Too many people feel like the system is rigged
and their voices don’t matter. And when good
people are pushed away from participating in
our public life, more powerful and extreme

voices will fill the void. They’ll be the ones who
gain control over decisions that could send a
young soldier to war or allow another econom-
ic crisis or roll back the rights that generations
of Americans have fought to secure.

The good news is, there’s also a lot we can
do about this, from reducing the influence of
money in our politics to changing the way we
draw congressional districts, to simply chang-
ing the way we treat each other. That’s what I
came back here to talk about this week. And I
hope you check out my full speech at white-
house.gov.

One thing I focused on, for example, was
how we can make voting easier, not harder,
and modernize it for the way we live now.
Here in Illinois, a new law allows citizens to
register and vote at the polls on election day. It
also expands early voting, which makes it much
easier for working folks and busy parents.
We’re also considering automatic voter regis-
tration for every citizen when they apply for a
driver’s license. And I’m calling on more States
to adopt steps like these. Because when more
of us vote, the less captive our politics will be
to narrow interests and the better our democ-
racy will be for our children.

Nine years after I first announced for this
office, I still believe in a politics of hope. And
for all the challenges of a changing world, for
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all the imperfections of our democracy, choos-
ing a politics of hope is something that’s entire-
ly up to each of us.

Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on February 10 in the senate

chamber at the Illinois State Capitol in Spring-
field, IL, for broadcast on February 13. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 12, but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on February 13.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks on the Death of Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonin G. Scalia
in Rancho Mirage, California
February 13, 2016

Good evening, everybody. For almost 30
years, Justice Antonin “Nino” Scalia was a
larger-than-life presence on the Bench: a bril-
liant legal mind with an energetic style, incisive
wit, and colorful opinions.

He influenced a generation of judges, law-
yers, and students and profoundly shaped the
legal landscape. He will no doubt be remem-
bered as one of the most consequential judges
and thinkers to serve on the Supreme Court.
Justice Scalia dedicated his life to the corner-
stone of our democracy: the rule of law. To-
night we honor his extraordinary service to our
Nation and remember one of the towering le-
gal figures of our time.

Antonin Scalia was born in Trenton, New
Jersey, to an Italian immigrant family. After
graduating from Georgetown University and
Harvard Law School, he worked at a law firm
and taught law before entering a life of public
service. He rose from Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for the Office of Legal Counsel to the
judge on the DC Circuit Court to Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court.

A devout Catholic, he was the proud father
of nine children and grandfather to many lov-
ing grandchildren. Justice Scalia was both an
avid hunter and an opera lover, a passion for
music that he shared with his dear colleague
and friend, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg. Mi-
chelle and I were proud to welcome him to the
White House, including in 2012 for a state din-
ner for Prime Minister David Cameron. And

tonight we join his fellow Justices in mourning
this remarkable man.

Obviously, today is a time to remember Jus-
tice Scalia’s legacy. I plan to fulfill my constitu-
tional responsibilities to nominate a successor
in due time. There will be plenty of time for
me to do so and for the Senate to fulfill its re-
sponsibility to give that person a fair hearing
and a timely vote. These are responsibilities
that I take seriously, as should everyone.
They’re bigger than any one party. They are
about our democracy. They’re about the insti-
tution to which Justice Scalia dedicated his
professional life and making sure it continues
to function as the beacon of justice that our
Founders envisioned.

But at this moment, we most of all want to
think about his family, and Michelle and I join
the Nation in sending our deepest sympathies
to Justice Scalia’s wife Maureen and their lov-
ing family, a beautiful symbol of a life well
lived. We thank them for sharing Justice Scalia
with our country.

God bless them all, and God bless the Unit-
ed States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. in the
press file at the Omni Rancho Las Palmas Re-
sort and Spa. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister David Cameron of the United
Kingdom. The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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