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from U.S. banks and other lenders to export
goods, and thereby help create more jobs in
the United States.

The rules set forth in the Convention do not
differ in any significant respect from those con-
tained in existing U.S. law. In particular, in vir-
tually all cases application of the Convention
will produce the same results as those under the
Uniform Commercial Code Article 9, which all
States and the District of Columbia, Puerto Ri-
co, and the Virgin Islands have enacted.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent to
ratification, subject to certain declarations
and undertakings set forth in the enclosed re-
port.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual
Performances
February 10, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual
Performances, done at Beijing on June 24,
2012 (Beijing Treaty). I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, a report of the Sec-
retary of State with respect to the Beijing Trea-
ty that includes a summary of its provisions.

This copyright treaty, concluded under the
auspices of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), advances the national
interest of the United States in promoting the
protection and enjoyment of creative works.
The Beijing Treaty provides a modern interna-
tional framework for the rights of performers
in motion pictures, television programs, and
other audiovisual works, similar to that already
in place for producers of such works, for au-
thors, and for performers and producers of

sound recordings, pursuant to other WIPO
copyright treaties the United States has joined.

The United States played a leadership role
in the negotiation of the treaty, and its provi-
sions are broadly consistent with the approach
and structure of existing U.S. law. Narrow
changes in U.S. law will be needed for the
United States to implement certain provisions
of the treaty. Proposed legislation is being sub-
mitted to both houses of the Congress in con-
junction with this transmittal.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Beijing Treaty,
and give its advice and consent to its ratifica-
tion, subject to a declaration pursuant to Arti-
cle 11 of the Beijing Treaty as described in the
accompanying Department of State report.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Nations Convention on the
Use of Electronic Communications in International Contracts
February 10, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, subject to
certain declarations and understandings, I

transmit herewith the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Use of Electronic Communications
in International Contracts (Convention), done
at New York on November 23, 2005, and en-
tered into force on March 1, 2013. The report
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of the Secretary of State, which includes an
overview of the Convention, is enclosed for the
information of the Senate.

The Convention sets forth modern rules val-
idating and facilitating the use of electronic
communications in international business
transactions. The Convention will promote le-
gal uniformity and predictability, and thereby
lower costs, for U.S. businesses engaged in
electronic commerce.

The Convention’s provisions are substan-
tively similar to State law enactments in the
United States of the 1999 Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act (UETA), and to the govern-
ing Federal law, the Electronic Signatures in
Global and National Commerce Act, Public
Law 106–229 (June 30, 2000). Consistent with
the Federal law, all States have enacted laws
containing the same basic rules on electronic
commerce, whether based on UETA or on
functionally equivalent provisions. The Federal
statute allows States that enact UETA, or
equivalent standards, to be subject to their
State law, and not the corresponding provi-
sions of the Federal law.

The United States proposed and actively
participated in the negotiation of the Conven-
tion at the United Nations Commission on In-

ternational Trade Law. Accession by the Unit-
ed States can be expected to encourage other
countries to become parties to the Convention,
and having a greater number of parties to the
Convention should facilitate electronic com-
merce across borders.

The Convention would be implemented
through Federal legislation to be proposed
separately to the Congress by my Administra-
tion.

The Convention has been endorsed by lead-
ing associations and organizations in this area,
including the American Bar Association and
the United States Council on International
Business. The United States Government
worked closely with the Uniform Law Com-
mission regarding the negotiation and domes-
tic implementation of the Convention.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent to
ratification, subject to certain understandings
and declarations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in Atherton,
California
February 11, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! It is so
good to see all of you. Partly because, yesterday
I had a wonderful time going back to my home
State of Illinois. I was in the State capitol and
had a chance to revisit the place where I really
started my political career, and it was 16 de-
grees. [Laughter] Now, I’m not saying that this
perfect 70-degree—[laughter]—landscape is
the only reason I’m happy to see you. [Laugh-
ter] But it doesn’t hurt. It is gorgeous.

And I want to obviously start off by thanking
Steve and Anita and Matthew and Christie for
their hospitality here today. They have been
extraordinary friends from the start. There are
those folks who got involved before people

could pronounce my name. [Laughter] And
this is a family that has had my back every step
of the way on this incredible journey.

But I also want to thank all of you, the com-
mittee that helped put this together. As I look
around, I see folks who have been there
through thick and thin, through all the ups and
downs. And I could not be prouder to be part
of this movement that you helped to build. So
thank you very much. It means a lot. Thank
you.

I want to acknowledge also Henry Muñoz,
our DNC chair, who has done great work. There
he is in the back. I think he was on his cell phone
when I called his name out. [Laughter]
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