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Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Dominican Republic

Extradition Treaty
February 10, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Dominican Repub-
lic (the “Treaty”), signed at Santo Domingo on
January 12, 2015. I also transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty would replace the extradition
treaty between the United States and the Do-
minican Republic, signed at Santo Domingo
on June 19, 1909. The Treaty follows generally
the form and content of other extradition trea-
ties recently concluded by the United States. It
would replace an outmoded list of extraditable

offenses with a modern “dual criminality” ap-
proach, which would enable extradition for
such offenses as money laundering and other
newer offenses not appearing on the list. The
Treaty also contains a modernized “political of-
fense” clause and provides that extradition
shall not be refused based on the nationality of
the person sought. Finally, the Treaty incorpo-
rates a series of procedural improvements to
streamline and speed the extradition process.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Nations Convention on the
Assignment of Receivables in International Trade

February 10, 2016
To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, subject to
certain declarations and understandings set
forth in the enclosed report, I transmit here-
with the United Nations Convention on the
Assignment of Receivables in International
Trade, done at New York on December 12,
2001, and signed by the United States on De-
cember 30, 2003. The report of the Secretary
of State, which includes an overview of the
proposed Convention, is enclosed for the in-
formation of the Senate.

The Convention sets forth modern uniform
rules governing the assignment of receivables
for use in international financing transactions.
In particular, the Convention facilitates the use
of cross-border receivables financing by: (a)
recognizing the legal effectiveness of a wide
variety of modern receivables financing prac-

tices; (b) overriding certain contractual obsta-
cles to receivables financing; and (c) providing
clear, uniform conflict-of-laws rules to deter-
mine which country’s domestic law governs
priority as between the assignee of a receivable
and competing claimants.

As a global leader in receivables financing,
the United States actively participated in the
negotiation of this Convention at the United
Nations Commission on International Trade
Law with the support of U.S. business inter-
ests. Drawing on laws and best practices preva-
lent in the United States and other countries
where receivables financing flourishes, the
Convention would promote the availability of
capital and credit at more affordable rates and
thus facilitate the development of international
commerce. Widespread ratification of the
Convention would help U.S. companies, espe-
cially small- and medium-sized enterprises, ob-
tain much-needed working capital financing
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from U.S. banks and other lenders to export
goods, and thereby help create more jobs in
the United States.

The rules set forth in the Convention do not
differ in any significant respect from those con-
tained in existing U.S. law. In particular, in vir-
tually all cases application of the Convention
will produce the same results as those under the
Uniform Commercial Code Article 9, which all
States and the District of Columbia, Puerto Ri-
co, and the Virgin Islands have enacted.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent to
ratification, subject to certain declarations
and undertakings set forth in the enclosed re-
port.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual

Performances
February 10, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual
Performances, done at Beijing on June 24,
2012 (Beijing Treaty). I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, a report of the Sec-
retary of State with respect to the Beijing Trea-
ty that includes a summary of its provisions.

This copyright treaty, concluded under the
auspices of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), advances the national
interest of the United States in promoting the
protection and enjoyment of creative works.
The Beijing Treaty provides a modern interna-
tional framework for the rights of performers
in motion pictures, television programs, and
other audiovisual works, similar to that already
in place for producers of such works, for au-
thors, and for performers and producers of

sound recordings, pursuant to other WIPO
copyright treaties the United States has joined.

The United States played a leadership role
in the negotiation of the treaty, and its provi-
sions are broadly consistent with the approach
and structure of existing U.S. law. Narrow
changes in U.S. law will be needed for the
United States to implement certain provisions
of the treaty. Proposed legislation is being sub-
mitted to both houses of the Congress in con-
junction with this transmittal.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Beijing Treaty,
and give its advice and consent to its ratifica-
tion, subject to a declaration pursuant to Arti-
cle 11 of the Beijing Treaty as described in the
accompanying Department of State report.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 10, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Nations Convention on the
Use of Electronic Communications in International Contracts

February 10, 2016
To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, subject to
certain declarations and understandings, I
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transmit herewith the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Use of Electronic Communications
in International Contracts (Convention), done
at New York on November 23, 2005, and en-
tered into force on March 1, 2013. The report



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-11-30T16:31:59-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




