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new economic and financial crises, because
they would, of course, jeopardize the prosperi-
ty that has been achieved in the developing
world and perhaps ward off or prevent any
prosperity from being achieved in developing
nations.

So these are very demanding challenges in-
deed. We need to know exactly how to govern
them, how to resolve them. And I think that it
is within the transatlantic framework that we
can hope to be successful. And of course, Italy
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and the United States are on board together,
all the time.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:19 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
President Mattarella spoke in Italian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks Announcing New Cybersecurity Policy Initiatives

February 9, 2016

Well, we’ve made a lot of progress over the
past 7 years on our economy. Unemployment
is down. Deficits are down. Gas prices are
down. Job creation, wages, the rate of Ameri-
cans with health coverage are all up.

So as I said at the State of the Union, Amer-
ica is as strongly positioned as any country on
Earth to take advantage of the opportunities of
the 21st century. But what we’re aware of is,
we all have a lot of work to do, not only to try to
maintain momentum, but to go at some of the
structural issues and problems that may be im-
peding people from making progress, getting
opportunity, and living the kind of lives for
themselves and their children that we all want
for every American.

The budget that we're releasing today re-
flects my priorities and the priorities that I be-
lieve will help advance security and prosperity
in America for many years to come. These are
proposals reflected in the budget that work for
us and not against us. It adheres to last year’s
bipartisan budget agreement. It drives down
the deficit. It includes smart savings on health
care, immigration, tax reform.

My budget also invests in opportunity and
security for all Americans through education
and training, new ideas for retirement savings
and unemployment insurance, and it invest in
innovation: harnessing technology to tackle
challenges like climate change through clean
energy and transportation, as well as the initia-
tive that Vice President Joe Biden is leading to
make sure that we’re going after cancer in an

aggressive way. And it strengthens our national
security by increasing defense spending and
advancing our global leadership through diplo-
macy and through development.

Now, more and more, keeping America safe
is not just a matter of more tanks, more aircraft
carriers, not just a matter of bolstering our se-
curity on the ground. It also requires us to bol-
ster our security online. As we’ve seen in the
past few years and just in the past few days, cy-
ber threats pose a danger not only to our na-
tional security, but also our financial security
and the privacy of millions of Americans.

So T've joined with leaders from across my
administration to, over the last several months,
plan on how we are going to go after this in a
more aggressive way. And today we're rolling
out a new Cybersecurity National Action Plan,
or CNAP, to address short-term and long-term
challenges when it comes to cybersecurity. My
budget includes more than $19 billion for cy-
bersecurity, which is up by more than one-
third. And with this plan, we intend to modern-
ize Federal IT by replacing and retiring out-
dated systems that are vulnerable to attack.

And T just want to say as an aside here, one
of the biggest gaps between the public sector
and the private sector is in our IT space, and it
makes everybody’s information vulnerable.
Our Social Security system still runs on a CO-
BOL platform that dates back to the sixties.
Our IRS systems are archaic, as with a whole
host of other agencies that are consistently col-
lecting data on every American. If we're going

111



Feb. 9 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

to really secure those in a serious way, then we
need to upgrade them. And that is something
that we should all be able to agree on. This is
not an ideological issue. It doesn’t matter
whether there’s a Democratic President or a
Republican President. If you've got broken,
old systems—computers, mainframes, soft-
ware that doesn’t work anymore—then you can
keep on putting a bunch of patches on it, but
it’s not going to make it safe.

We have 400 people in the Social Security
Administration whose sole job is to continually
deal with this ancient software because it’s
consistently breaking down or insecure. We
have software in the Federal Government now
where the software operator does not exist any-
more, and yet we're expected to provide the
kinds of service, security, and privacy to Amer-
icans based on these leaky systems. So that’s
going to have to change.

We're also going to reform the way the Gov-
ernment manages and responds to cyber
threats. We’'ll invest in cybersecurity educa-
tion. We're going to build on the work that
we've already done to recruit the best talent in
America in IT and in cybersecurity. And we're
also going to create the first-ever Federal
Chief Information Security Officer who can
oversee these activities across agencies and
across the Federal Government, as well as
make sure that the Federal Government is in-
teracting more effectively with the private sec-
tor, which obviously contains a huge amount of
vital and critical infrastructure and has to be
protected.

We’re going to work throughout this process
to make sure that security also means privacy.
So with the help of companies like Google,
Facebook, Microsoft, and Visa, we're going to
empower Americans to be able to help them-
selves and make sure that they are safe online
with an extra layer of security, like a fingerprint
or a code sent to your cell phone.

And finally, I'm going to establish a new
high-level Commission on cybersecurity to
help us gather the best ideas from outside of
Government to focus on long-term solutions.
Some of these issues are ones that we can solve
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relatively quickly. But in area where technolo-
gy is constantly evolving, we’ve got to make
sure that we’re setting up a long-term plan an-
ticipating where IT is going, so—and anticipat-
ing where the cybersecurity threats are going
to be. So we’re going to work with Congress to
appoint a broad, bipartisan group of top busi-
ness, strategic, and technical thinkers. And I
look forward to receiving their report by the
end of this year to help guide not just my ad-
ministration, but future administrations in how
to think about this problem.

Government does not obviously have all the
answers when it comes to this area. In fact, be-
cause of the explosion of the Internet, and its
utilization by almost every person on the plan-
et now, we’re going to have to play some catch-
up. But this CNAP, this action plan that we've
put forward, is a critical and vital start. It builds
on the fine work that’s been done and the les-
son—hard lessons that have been learned by
many agencies over the course of the last sev-
eral years, some of the best practices that
we’ve been able to establish. It builds on the
U.S. digital team of top Silicon Valley engi-
neers that we’ve been able to recruit to work in
various agencies where they’ve got some prob-
lems that have cropped up.

But if we are able to execute this in an effec-
tive way, and if Congress provides us the bud-
getary support to make this happen—and they
should; T spoke to the Speaker directly about
this and indicated the degree to which this is
an important bipartisan effort that we should
all be concerned about—if we do this right,
then not only are we going to be able to make
Government safer and securer, the data that’s
collected safer and securer, but we’re also go-
ing to be able to help individual families and
businesses to protect those things that are most
important to them and to realize their full po-
tential in a digital age.

So I want to thank all the agencies who are
represented here. The last point T'll make is, is
that I'm going to be holding their feet to the
fire to make sure that they execute on this in a
timely fashion.

All right? Thank you, everybody.



NOTE: The President spoke at 12:19 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Executive Order
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13718, which established the Commission on
Enhancing National Cybersecurity and is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the Illinois General Assembly in Springfield, Illinois

February 10, 2016

The President. Everybody, please have a
seat. Have a seat. Oh, thank you so much.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, members of the
General Assembly, my fellow Illinoisans: It’s
actually kind of fun to start a speech like that
twice in one month. [Laughter]

What an incredible privilege it is to address
this chamber. And to Governor Rauner, Sena-
tor Durbin, Members of Congress, Speaker
Madigan, former Governor Pat Quinn, Mayor
Langfelder and the people of Springfield:
Thank you for such a warm welcome as I come
back home. Thank you. Thank you so much.
Thank you. It’s good to be home. Thank you,
guys. You're very nice. Thank you. Thank you.
Look, it is great to see so many old friends like
John Cullerton and Emil Jones. I miss you
guys.

Audience member. Miss you! [Laughter]

The President. It's great to be in the State
Capitol. Being here today calls to mind the first
time I spoke on the senate floor, almost 20
years ago. And I was passionate, idealistic,
ready to make a difference. Just to stand in that
magnificent chamber was enough to fill me up
with a heightened sense of purpose.

And I probably needed a little dose of reality
when I first arrived. So one day, I rose to speak
about a bill. And I thought I'd made some
compelling points, with irrefutable logic.
[Laughter] And I was about to sit down, feeling
pretty good about myself, when Pate Philip
sauntered over to my desk. Now, for the—
there are some young people here, so for those
of you who don’t remember, Pate Philip was
the senate majority leader at the time. He was
a marine, and a big shock of white hair,
stomped—chomped on a cigar, was so politi-
cally incorrect that it’s you don’t even know
how to describe it. [Laughter] But he always
treated me well. And he came by, and he
slapped me on the back, he said: “Kid, that was

a pretty good speech. In fact, I think you
changed a lot of minds. But you didn’t change
any votes.” [Laughter] Then, he signaled, and
the gavel—and we got blown out. [Laughter]

So that was my first lesson in humility. The
next came when I presented my own first bill.
It was a simple piece of legislation that would
make it a lot easier for Illinois manufacturers
to hire graduating community college students.
I didn’t know any serious opposition, so I asked
for a vote. And what I got was a good hazing. I
assume that this custom still exists. [ Laughter]

So a senior colleague put the vote on hold to
ask: “Could you correctly pronounce your
name for me? I'm having a little trouble with
it.” “Obama,” I said. “Is that Irish?” he asked.
[Laughter] And being in my early thirties at
the time, I was a little cocky. I said, “It will be
when I run countywide.” [Laughter] “Now,
that was a good joke,” he said, but he wasn’t
amused. “This bill is still going to die.”

And he went on to complain that my prede-
cessor's name was easier to pronounce than
mine, that I didn’t have cookies at my desk like
she did, how would I ever expect to get any
votes without having cookies on my desk. “I
definitely urge a no vote,” he said, “whatever
your name is.” [Laughter]

And for the next several minutes, the senate
debated on whether I should add an apostro-
phe to my name for the Irish or whether the
fact that “Obama” ends in a vowel meant that I
actually belonged to the Italians—{laughter]—
and just how many trees had had to die to print
this terrible, miserable bill, anyway.

And I was chastened. And I said, “If I sur-
vive this event, I will be eternally grateful and
consider this a highlight of my legal and legisla-
tive career.” And I asked for a vote. And initial-
ly, the tote board showed that it was going
down, but at the last minute it flipped, and my
bill passed. But I was duly reminded that I was
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