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One of the greatest challenges of our time is
climate change. Over the last 7 years, we’ve
made historic investments in clean energy that
helped private sector companies create tens of
thousands of good jobs. And today, clean pow-
er from the wind or the sun is actually cheaper
in many communities than dirtier, convention-
al power. It’s helped grow our economy and
cut our total carbon pollution more than any
other country on Earth.

That leadership helped bring nearly 200 na-
tions together in Paris around the most ambi-
tious climate agreement in history. And in Par-
is, we also launched one of the most important
partnerships ever assembled to accelerate this
kind of clean energy innovation around the
world. Investors and business leaders including
Bill Gates, Meg Whitman, and Mark Zucker-
berg joined us, pledging their own money to
help advance new technologies to the market.
That’s important because we’ll only meet this
challenge if the private sector helps lead the
way.

As I said in my State of the Union Address,
rather than subsidize the past, we should invest
in the future. That’s why the budget I will send
to Congress this Tuesday will double funding
for clean energy research and development by
2020. This will include new investments to
help the private sector create more jobs faster,
lower the cost of clean energy faster, and help
clean, renewable power outcompete dirty fuels
in every State.

And while Republicans in Congress are still
considering their position on climate change,
many of them realize that clean energy is an in-
credible source of good-paying jobs for their
constituents. That’s why we were able to boost

clean energy research and development in last
year’s budget agreement. And I hope they sup-
port my plan to double that kind of investment.

Because it’s making a difference across the
country. In Idaho, our Battery Test Center is
helping electric cars run longer on a single
charge. In Ohio, entrepreneurs are pioneering
new ways to harness wind power from the
Great Lakes. In Tennessee, researchers are
partnering with utilities to boost storage and
solar power to create a more resilient electric
grid.

The point is, all across the country, folks are
putting their differences aside to face this chal-
lenge as one. Washington should do the same.
That’s how we’re going to solve this challenge:
together. And that’s how we’re going to give
our kids and grandkids the future they deserve:
one with a safe, secure, and prosperous planet.

Thanks everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:20 p.m. on February 5 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
February 6. In the address, the President re-
ferred to William H. Gates III, founder, tech-
nology adviser, and board member, Microsoft
Corp.; Meg Whitman, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Hewlett Packard Enterprise;
and Mark E. Zuckerberg, founder and chief
executive officer, Facebook, Inc. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on February 5, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on February 6.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Sergio Mattarella of Italy
February 8, 2016

President Obama. It is my pleasure to wel-
come President Mattarella and his delegation
to the Oval Office. The President has an ex-
traordinarily distinguished career as an aca-
demic, as a jurist, as a public servant. He has
the honor of being the first Sicilian to become
President of Italy. As I mentioned, he’s also a

constitutional law professor, so I felt great af-
finity for him right away.

The bonds between Italy and the United
States could not be closer. And this gave us an
opportunity not only to reaffirm the friendship
between the United States and Italy, but also
the extraordinary strategic cooperation on a
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wide range of very challenging issues that face
the transatlantic community.

As a close NATO ally and a member of the
counter-ISIL campaign, we discussed the situ-
ation in Iraq, in Syria. And I thanked the Presi-
dent for Italy’s strong contribution to the ef-
forts to train and advise police to participate in
the progress that’s being made there and to up-
date him on the progress of the campaign go-
ing forward. And that includes the critical role
that Italy will play in fortifying the Mosul Dam,
an issue that is of great importance to the Iraqi
people 

We discussed the joint efforts of Italy, the
United States and other of our partners in
helping Libya form a Government that will al-
low us then to help them build out their securi-
ty capacity and to push back against efforts by
ISIL to gain a foothold in that country.

We spent a lot of time discussing the refu-
gee crisis that’s facing Europe and Italy in par-
ticular. And I indicated to the President that
we view this not just as a European problem,
but as a global problem, as a problem for the
United States, as a strain on the transatlantic
relationship, and indicated the ways in which I
want to see the United States working in con-
cert with our NATO partners and European
Union partners to address the humanitarian
crisis and also to make sure that we’re going af-
ter some of the human trafficking networks
that have been developing and are profiteering
off the misery of others.

And from the work we’re doing together in
Afghanistan to the importance of maintaining
our unified effort to bring about a peaceful res-
olution of the situation in Ukraine, to the op-
portunities that present themselves in finaliz-
ing a trade agreement through the T–TIP pro-
cess, we agreed that joint and common action
between the United States and Italy not only
serves the interests of both our countries, but
the broader transatlantic relationship that has
underwritten so much peace and prosperity
over the last several decades.

So, Mr. President, welcome. I understand
you’ll be traveling to New York and Houston.
I’m sure that, wherever you go, you’ll get the
same warm reception because of not only the

incredible ties between Italy and America, but
also because of the extraordinary sacrifices that
our peoples together have made to shape a
better world.

President Mattarella. I wish to thank Presi-
dent Obama wholeheartedly for the invitation
to come to Washington and for the wonderful
reception and hospitality that we have re-
ceived. This is a sign of friendship between Ita-
ly and the United States. It is a friendship that
dates back 70 years, and we have known all
these years that we can count on one another.

And it is also through the cooperation within
the Atlantic alliance that we have been able to
overcome, over time, the many demanding
challenges and difficulties successfully. And it
is through this closeness and friendship and co-
operation that exist at present and will contin-
ue to exist in the future that we will be helped
to overcome the many new challenges that will
appear before us, and we will be able to defeat
in this manner the enemies of peace, freedom,
and human rights.

As President Obama has told you, we have
agreed on the number—on the numerous is-
sues and challenges that we are facing, not only
in terms of actually identifying them, but also
in determining how we wish to deal with them.
So, on the subject of terrorism, which of course
is engendering great violence and death all
over the world, and then migration, we agree
that we need a very balanced approach, a hu-
man—a humane approach in dealing with this
matter, because we have to consider issues of
security and the rights of the people that are
affected.

And the President also mentioned the dif-
ferent theaters where there are crises: Syria,
Iraq, Libya, for example. And it is through the
cooperation, based on the Atlantic alliance,
through the alliance itself, that we can hope to
bring stability and security to these many dif-
ferent areas. This is, I think, very important to
focus on the cooperation within the Atlantic al-
liance.

We also talked about our transatlantic eco-
nomic and trade partnership, and this, of
course, is a very important approach because it
can help us to avoid in the future additional,
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new economic and financial crises, because
they would, of course, jeopardize the prosperi-
ty that has been achieved in the developing
world and perhaps ward off or prevent any
prosperity from being achieved in developing
nations.

So these are very demanding challenges in-
deed. We need to know exactly how to govern
them, how to resolve them. And I think that it
is within the transatlantic framework that we
can hope to be successful. And of course, Italy

and the United States are on board together,
all the time.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:19 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
President Mattarella spoke in Italian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks Announcing New Cybersecurity Policy Initiatives
February 9, 2016

Well, we’ve made a lot of progress over the
past 7 years on our economy. Unemployment
is down. Deficits are down. Gas prices are
down. Job creation, wages, the rate of Ameri-
cans with health coverage are all up.

So as I said at the State of the Union, Amer-
ica is as strongly positioned as any country on
Earth to take advantage of the opportunities of
the 21st century. But what we’re aware of is,
we all have a lot of work to do, not only to try to
maintain momentum, but to go at some of the
structural issues and problems that may be im-
peding people from making progress, getting
opportunity, and living the kind of lives for
themselves and their children that we all want
for every American.

The budget that we’re releasing today re-
flects my priorities and the priorities that I be-
lieve will help advance security and prosperity
in America for many years to come. These are
proposals reflected in the budget that work for
us and not against us. It adheres to last year’s
bipartisan budget agreement. It drives down
the deficit. It includes smart savings on health
care, immigration, tax reform.

My budget also invests in opportunity and
security for all Americans through education
and training, new ideas for retirement savings
and unemployment insurance, and it invest in
innovation: harnessing technology to tackle
challenges like climate change through clean
energy and transportation, as well as the initia-
tive that Vice President Joe Biden is leading to
make sure that we’re going after cancer in an

aggressive way. And it strengthens our national
security by increasing defense spending and
advancing our global leadership through diplo-
macy and through development.

Now, more and more, keeping America safe
is not just a matter of more tanks, more aircraft
carriers, not just a matter of bolstering our se-
curity on the ground. It also requires us to bol-
ster our security online. As we’ve seen in the
past few years and just in the past few days, cy-
ber threats pose a danger not only to our na-
tional security, but also our financial security
and the privacy of millions of Americans.

So I’ve joined with leaders from across my
administration to, over the last several months,
plan on how we are going to go after this in a
more aggressive way. And today we’re rolling
out a new Cybersecurity National Action Plan,
or CNAP, to address short-term and long-term
challenges when it comes to cybersecurity. My
budget includes more than $19 billion for cy-
bersecurity, which is up by more than one-
third. And with this plan, we intend to modern-
ize Federal IT by replacing and retiring out-
dated systems that are vulnerable to attack.

And I just want to say as an aside here, one
of the biggest gaps between the public sector
and the private sector is in our IT space, and it
makes everybody’s information vulnerable.
Our Social Security system still runs on a CO-
BOL platform that dates back to the sixties.
Our IRS systems are archaic, as with a whole
host of other agencies that are consistently col-
lecting data on every American. If we’re going
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