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Now, one other thing I want to point out: So
our Power Africa initiative has been leveraging
private capital to invest in electrification all
across the continent. And our preliminary goal
was 10,000 megawatts; now we're looking at
30,000 megawatts, and we're well on our way.

Some of those megawatts are going to be
generated by very traditional power plants and
the traditional financing and large-scale capi-
tal. But part of what all these folks represent is
the creativity of recognizing that there are go-
ing to be a lot of ways of generating power and
a lot of different distribution mechanisms. And
the models that we have in the United States
may not always be perfectly adaptable to a ru-
ral region of a country, where you might wait
20 years before you get all the power lines in.

Moreover, part of what’s taking place is, be-
cause—you notice these solar panels—this is
an opportunity for countries like Africa to leap-
frog over dirty energy and immediately go to
clean energy. And so this mix of traditional
products—or traditional products combined
with these innovative ways of both producing

energy and distributing it is why we think this
is going to be such a promising initiative over
the next several years.

There was an article, I think a while back,
about, well, how much electricity has Power
Africa actually produced lately? And I would
just point out that if you wanted to start a pow-
er plant in the United States, it doesn’t take a
year to get that done. In fact, what's happening
is, is that financing, the transactions have been
completed, plans are underway, and the work
that is being done now, we’re going to start
seeing thousands, then ten of thousands, then
hundreds of thousands, and then ultimately
millions of households all across this continent
with electrical power that can boost productivi-
ty and economic growth all across the conti-
nent.

So it’s really promising. We're really excited
about it. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. at
the United Nations Compound.
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President Kenyatta. Mr. President, once
again, on a more formal basis, let me take this
opportunity on behalf of my Government, the
people of the Republic of Kenya, to really
warmly welcome you to Kenya on this visit that
is alongside the GES meeting which we both
just opened this morning, and to say that we’re
all very excited and happy to have you here as
the first U.S. President to visit Kenyan soil
while in office; to say the people of Kenya are
excited, to say that this is a very, very clear and
strong indication of the solid relationship that
has existed between our two countries, found-
ed very strongly on deeply shared values,
which we hope that this visit will further deep-
en as we continue with our deliberations.
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The U.S. has been a very strong supporter of
Kenya at the time of our independence. Our
independence Constitution is framed around
principles and lessons learned from the U.S.
Thurgood Marshall and others were very key
in supporting Kenya at that time. And really, as
I will say—and I've stated before—you've also
been a strong supporter of our move not only
to secure and to prosper our country, but also
to deepen democracy, good governance, and
trade between our two nations.

So I strongly believe that this is a great time
and a great opportunity for us to move along
those lines. Kenya, Africa as a whole, is at a
great and opportune time. Things are chang-
ing. This is a great opportunity for Africa to re-



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-08-23T12:45:30-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




