
Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / July 21

941

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations
July 21, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to transnational criminal or-
ganizations declared in Executive Order 13581
of July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect beyond
July 24, 2015.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations have reached such
scope and gravity that they threaten the stabili-
ty of international political and economic sys-
tems. Such organizations are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous to the
United States; they are increasingly en-
trenched in the operations of foreign govern-

ments and the international financial system,
thereby weakening democratic institutions, de-
grading the rule of law, and undermining eco-
nomic markets. These organizations facilitate
and aggravate violent civil conflicts and in-
creasingly facilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 13581
with respect to transnational criminal organiza-
tions.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 21, 2015.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in
New York City
July 21, 2015

Thank you, everybody. Well, I want to
thank, first of all, Jeff and Paula, who have just
been long-time supporters and friends. I am so
grateful to them. To the whole Katz family, we
are so grateful to you.

And the stories of Lew Katz’s generosity and
what he’s done for people who really needed a
break, I think epitomizes what America is all
about. And I can only imagine how excited he is
to have a new granddaughter coming, and
knowing that his legacy, his good name, all the
great work that he did is going to be passing on
to the next generation. So thank you. Thank you
so much to all of you for helping to set this up.

I want to make sure people know Tom
Lopach, who’s heading up the DSCC. He’s fly-
ing solo tonight because the Senators had to
vote, and so duty called. So they called in me as
a stand-in, basically. [Laughter] They figured
maybe I could make the pitch, probably not as
well as Chuck Schumer can, but I’m going to
do my best.

In small settings like this, I like to spend
most of my time in a conversation, and so I’m
not going to make a long speech at the front.
But I want to build on what Jeff said because it
bears not just on the recent path, but on the fu-
ture.
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