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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations

July 21, 2015
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to transnational criminal or-
ganizations declared in Executive Order 13581
of July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect beyond
July 24, 2015.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations have reached such
scope and gravity that they threaten the stabili-
ty of international political and economic sys-
tems. Such organizations are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous to the
United States; they are increasingly en-
trenched in the operations of foreign govern-

ments and the international financial system,
thereby weakening democratic institutions, de-
grading the rule of law, and undermining eco-
nomic markets. These organizations facilitate
and aggravate violent civil conflicts and in-
creasingly facilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 13581
with respect to transnational criminal organiza-
tions.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 21, 2015,

NoOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in

New York City
July 21, 2015

Thank you, everybody. Well, I want to
thank, first of all, Jeff and Paula, who have just
been long-time supporters and friends. I am so
grateful to them. To the whole Katz family, we
are so grateful to you.

And the stories of Lew Katz’s generosity and
what he’s done for people who really needed a
break, I think epitomizes what America is all
about. And I can only imagine how excited he is
to have a new granddaughter coming, and
knowing that his legacy, his good name, all the
great work that he did is going to be passing on
to the next generation. So thank you. Thank you
so much to all of you for helping to set this up.

I want to make sure people know Tom
Lopach, who’s heading up the DSCC. He’s fly-
ing solo tonight because the Senators had to
vote, and so duty called. So they called in me as
a stand-in, basically. [Laughter] They figured
maybe I could make the pitch, probably not as
well as Chuck Schumer can, but I'm going to
do my best.

In small settings like this, I like to spend
most of my time in a conversation, and so I'm
not going to make a long speech at the front.
But I want to build on what Jeff said because it
bears not just on the recent path, but on the fu-
ture.
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When I came into office, we were going
through the worst financial crisis since the
Great Depression. And over the last 6% years,
not only have we taken the unemployment rate
from 10 percent down to 5.4, creating close to
13 million jobs, over 5 years of consecutive job
growth, an alltime record; not only did the
stock market double, helping people with
401(k)s make sure that their retirement ac-
counts hadn’t been completely devastated; not
only have we provided 16 million people with
health care who didn’t have it before, and by
the way, driven health care inflation down to
its lowest level in 50 years; not only have we
doubled the production of clean energy, in-
creased solar energy by 20 percent, reduced
the pace of our carbon emissions, doubled fuel
efficiency standards in cars, produced more
traditional energy than ever before so that
we're weaning ourselves off of foreign oil and
doing something about climate change, which
is going to be a critical issue for Drew and Ra-
chel’s daughter, and all our children and our
grandchildren; but we did all that while cutting
the deficit by two-thirds.

We've ended two wars. We have reestab-
lished our alliances around the world in ways
that make them stronger than they ever have
been before. High school reading, high school
graduation, college attendance—on almost ev-
ery metric, the country is significantly better
off than we were when I came into office.

Now that, apropos of Jeff’s friend, I guess
I’d like to take credit for all of that. But actual-
ly, he’s on to something. The President, de-
spite the office, despite the big plane and the
fancy helicopter and all the bike racks in Man-
hattan, the President is just one person. And
the reason I was able to accomplish what we
have been able to accomplish was because in
the first 2 years of office I had a Congress that
actually wanted to solve problems. I had a
Congress that was willing to do tough things.

When we had to put a big slug of capital into
the financial system to unlock it and to save the
global economy, that was not popular, but we
had people in office, in Congress at that time
who were willing to responsible things even
when it wasn’t popular.
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When we saved the auto industry, in Michi-
gan that poll did about 10 percent. And as a
consequence, now, we saved over a million
jobs, and the auto industry is thriving like nev-
er before. But I couldn’t do that alone. I did
that because we had a Congress that was will-
ing to do hard things.

And I want to be very clear. I'm an Ameri-
can, a father, a husband; there are a lot of titles
I care about more than being a Democrat. And
Democrats aren’t perfect. But I will say this,
that we have consistently been willing to do the
right thing even when it’s not expedient. And
when you have a Democratic Congress, what
you can count on is that when push comes to
shove, and the question is, how are we going to
make sure that the story of a Lew Katz repli-
cates itself around this country, because there’s
some kid in Camden right now who’s got tal-
ent. There’s some kid up in the Bronx who’s
got drive. There’s some young woman some-
where who’s got an unbelievable idea for a
business that could end up transforming our
country. The question is, who’s willing to work
to make sure that we are giving those young
people the opportunity they need to perpetu-
ate this American dream?

And on issue after issue, that’s where Demo-
crats have been. That’s what they’ve been will-
ing to do: whether it’s investing in early child-
hood education or rebuilding our infrastruc-
ture or making sure that we’re investing in the
research and development that keeps us at the
cutting edge of innovation; whether it’s making
sure that people get paid the same if they're a
woman as if they're a man for doing the same
job; whether it's making sure that two people
who love each other and are willing to make
that commitment are able to marry.

On issue after issue, what we’ve shown is, is
that when we have a Democratic Congress we
make progress that ultimately benefits every-
body, not just the folks who are down and out,
not just the marginalized. Because when the
economy is going good for folks at the bottom
and in the middle, business turns out pretty
good. Somebody is buying those cars right
now, and it’s not all the people in this room; it’s
a bunch of hard-working Americans out there.



And when they’re given opportunity, not only
do they benefit, but everybody benefits.

So I guess my pitch would be this. I will not
be on the ballot again, and my wife is super
happy about that. [Laughter] But I do care
about legacy. And I mean that in the broad
sense, not the narrow sense. I'm not talking
about any particular program or particular ini-
tiative and wanting to make sure that it contin-
ues. I think about it in terms of, are we leaving
behind the kind of politics that continues to
nurture the American Dream and gives every-
body in this economy a shot.

And to do that, we've got to have a Demo-
cratic Senate. We need a Democratic Congress
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to really do what we could accomplish in this
country. And so I hope that at the end of this
conversation that we have, you're persuaded
that the stakes are high and that you can’t just
pay attention to the name at the top, but you
have to pay attention to the folks who are really
going to be carrying the laboring oar to help
make sure we’ve got a team that is moving
America forward.
Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:14 p.m. at the
residence of Drew and Rachel Katz. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Small-Business Owners To Discuss
Reauthorization of the Export-Import Bank of the United States

July 22, 2015

Well, T've just had the opportunity to hear
from businesses all across the country to talk
about the importance of reauthorizing the Ex-
port-Import Bank.

This is not an issue that typically rises to the
front page of the newspapers, but for these
businesses and for their employees and for the
communities that they serve, this is vital. Now,
just understand what the Export-Import Bank
does and has been doing for 81 years is to help
U.S. companies with U.S. employees sell their
products overseas. It helps a small coffee com-
pany or a quiche company, but also large man-
ufacturers of trains or bridges and infrastruc-
ture to be able to go to foreign businesses, for-
eign markets—in some cases, foreign govern-
ments—and say to them, America makes the
best product in the world, we want to sell to
you, and we are prepared to do business with
you on terms that allow you initially maybe not
to send us all the cash, but we've got—we’re
sending the goods to you, you get the cash
back.

And as a consequence of this arrangement,
not only do we not end up subsidizing these
companies, these companies are paying a fee
to the Export-Import Bank. The Export-Im-
port Bank makes money for the U.S. Govern-

ment. So I just want to be clear about this. This
is not a situation in which taxpayers are subsi-
dizing these companies. In fact, at the end of
the day, we have a situation in which the U.S.
Treasury is benefiting while at the same time
allowing these companies to sell their products
overseas.

And this historically has been a bipartisan
program, under Democratic Presidents and
Republican Presidents, with support from
Democratic Members of Congress and Repub-
lican Members of Congress. Then, the fact that
for the first time since its inception Congress
failed to reauthorize this is a shame. And this is
what Representative Heck was alluding to. Ev-
ery other advanced country on Earth has a pro-
gram like this in order to promote their busi-
nesses when they’re selling overseas. And for
us to be the only country that leaves these out-
standing companies high and dry makes abso-
lutely no sense.

You'll hear some critics suggest that, well,
this is just corporate welfare for big multina-
tionals. That is wrong. It is true that Boeing is
able to sell planes and GE is able to sell big
turbine engines in part because of this kind of
financing arrangement, because oftentimes the
customer is not prepared to just go ahead and
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