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American of the importance of respecting
those of all faiths and beliefs. This past year,
New York City Public Schools announced add-
ing Eid to their official school calendars along-
side Christmas, Hanukkah, and other holidays,
an acknowledgement of the great diversity and
inclusiveness that adds to the richness of our
Nation. During this year’s White House iftar, I
had the opportunity to meet inspiring young
Muslim Americans who are leading efforts for
greater understanding and unity across diverse
communities. Following the iftar, one of the
young attendees helped spearhead an effort
that raised more than $75,000 for the churches

burned in the wake of the shooting at Emanuel
AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina.
Americans of all faiths and beliefs must stand
together to protect our democracy and
strengthen our country as a whole.

Michelle and I hope today brings joy to all of
your homes, both here in the U.S. and around
the world. From my family to yours, Eid
Mubarak.

NOTE: The statement referred to Faatimah
Amatullah Knight, graduate student in reli-
gious studies, Chicago Theological Semi-
nary.

Remarks During a Visit With Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps World War II
Veteran Emma Didlake
July 17, 2015

Just very briefly, I want to introduce every-
body who have not had a chance to meet her.
Ms. Emma Didlake is our oldest living veteran:
110 years old, born in 1905, and served with
distinction and honor and received all sorts of
commendations for her service during World
War II.

We are so grateful that she is here with us to-
day. And it’s a great reminder of not only the sac-
rifices that the greatest generation made on our

behalf, but also the kind of trailblazing that our
women veterans made, African American veter-
ans who helped to integrate our Armed Services.
We are very, very proud of them. That’s why
we’ve got to make sure we do right by them.

So it’s a great honor to have her here.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 17, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the former Liberian re-

gime of Charles Taylor declared in Executive
Order 13348 of July 22, 2004, is to continue in
effect beyond July 22, 2015.

Although Liberia has made significant ad-
vances to promote democracy, and the Special
Court for Sierra Leone convicted Charles Tay-
lor for war crimes and crimes against humani-
ty, the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property, still
challenge Liberia’s efforts to strengthen its
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democracy and the orderly development of its
political, administrative, and economic institu-
tions and resources. These actions and policies
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency with respect to the former Liberian re-
gime of Charles Taylor.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 18, 2015

This week, the United States and our inter-
national partners finally achieved something
that decades of animosity has not: a deal that
will prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon. This deal will make America and the
world safer and more secure. Still, you are go-
ing to hear a lot of overheated and often dis-
honest arguments about it in the weeks ahead.
So today I want to take a moment to take those
on one by one and explain what this deal does
and what it means.

First, you’ll hear some critics argue that this
deal somehow makes it easier for Iran to obtain
a nuclear weapon. Now, if you think it sounds
strange that the United States, Great Britain,
France, Germany, Russia, China, and some of
the world’s best nuclear scientists would agree
to something like that, you are right. This deal
actually closes off Iran’s pathway to a nuclear
weapon. Today, Iran has enough nuclear mate-
rial to produce up to 10 nuclear weapons. With
this deal, they’ll have to ship 98 percent of that
material out of the country, leaving them with
a fraction of what it takes to make even one
weapon. With this deal, they will have to
repurpose two key nuclear facilities so they
can’t produce materials that could be used for
a nuclear weapon. So this deal actually pushes
Iran further away from a bomb. And there is a
permanent prohibition on Iran ever having a
nuclear weapon.

Second, you might hear from critics that
Iran could just ignore everything that’s re-
quired and do whatever they want, that they
are inevitably going to cheat. Well, that criti-
cism is wrong too. With this deal, we will have

unprecedented, 24/7 monitoring of Iran’s key
nuclear facilities. With this deal, international
inspectors will have access to Iran’s entire nu-
clear supply chain. The verification process set
up by this deal is comprehensive, and it is in-
trusive, precisely so we can make sure Iran
keeps its commitments.

Third, you might hear from critics that Iran
faces no consequences if it violates this deal.
That is also patently false. If Iran violates this
deal, the sanctions we imposed that have
helped cripple the Iranian economy—the
sanctions that helped make this deal possible—
would snap back into place promptly.

There’s a reason this deal took so long to ne-
gotiate: because we refused to accept a bad
deal. We held out for a deal that met every one
of our bottom lines. And we got it.

Does this deal resolve all of the threats Iran
poses to its neighbors and the world? No. Does
it do more than anyone has done before to
make sure Iran does not obtain a nuclear
weapon? Yes. And that was our top priority
from the start. That’s why it’s in everyone’s
best interest to make sure this deal holds. Be-
cause without this deal, there would be no lim-
its on Iran’s nuclear program. There would be
no monitoring, no inspections. The sanctions
we rallied the world to impose would unravel.
Iran could move closer to a nuclear weapon.
Other countries in the region might race to do
the same. And we’d risk another war in the
most volatile region in the world. That’s what
would happen without this deal.

On the questions of war and peace, we
should have tough, honest, serious debates.
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