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details. We know that what appears to be a
lone gunman carried out these attacks. We’ve
identified a name. And at this point, a full in-
vestigation is taking place. The FBI will be in
the lead, working closely with local law en-
forcement.

We’ve also been in contact with the Depart-
ment of Defense to make sure that all our De-
fense facilities are properly attentive and vigi-
lant as we sort through exactly what happened.
And as details of the investigation proceed,
we’ll make sure that the FBI as well as local
law enforcement are providing the public with
all the information that’s involved.

My main message right now is obviously the
deepest sympathies of the American people to
the four marines that have been killed. It is a
heartbreaking circumstance for these individu-
als who have served our country with great val-
or to be killed in this fashion.

And although the families are still in the
process of being contacted, I want them to
know that I speak for the American people in
expressing our deepest condolences and know-
ing that they have their full support—our full
support as they try to overcome the grief that’s
involved here.

I also want to say that there are reports of in-
juries to Chattanooga local law enforcement
officials. Thankfully, as far as we know at this
point, they have survived the assault. And we

want to make sure that they know that we’re
thinking of them. They’re in our thoughts and
prayers.

We take all shootings very seriously. Obvi-
ously, when you have an attack on a U.S. mili-
tary facility, then we have to make sure that we
have all the information necessary to make an
assessment in terms of how this attack took
place and what further precautions we can take
in the future. And as we have more informa-
tion, we’ll let the public know.

But in the meantime, I’d ask all Americans
to pray for the families who are grief stricken at
this point. And I want everybody to understand
that we will be thorough and prompt in figur-
ing out exactly what happened. 

All right? Thank you very much

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mohammod Youssuf Ab-
dulazeez, suspected gunman in the shootings
at the military facilities in Chattanooga, TN;
Sgt. Carson A. Holmquist, USMC, Gy. Sgt.
Thomas Sullivan, USMC, L. Cpl. Squire K.
Wells, USMC, and S. Sgt. David Allen Wyatt,
USMC, who were killed in the shooting at the
Naval Operational Support Center in Chatta-
nooga; and Chattanooga Police Officer Dennis
Pedigo, who was injured in the shooting.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
July 16, 2015

Michelle and I would like to extend our
warmest wishes to Muslims in the United
States and around the world celebrating Eid-
ul-Fitr. As Muslims mark the end of the
month, they are reminded that Ramadan is a
time to reflect spiritually, build communally,
and aid those in need. While Eid marks the
end of Ramadan, it marks a new beginning for
each individual, a reason to celebrate and ex-
press gratitude on this holiday.

For millions of Muslims, the morning of Eid
is marked with the call to prayer echoing
through cities and towns across the globe. Mil-
lions of people head to local mosques for spe-

cial Eid prayers followed by festive gatherings,
gift exchanges, and feasts among friends,
neighbors, and families. The diversity of tradi-
tions paint the vibrant images we see from
around the world capturing the spirit and ex-
citement of Eid: colorful dresses or white gar-
ments decorating the masses of people stand-
ing in lines for prayer, lanterns and ornaments
lighting up bazaars and neighborhoods, intri-
cate henna designs painted on hands of young
girls and women, and an abundance of delecta-
ble foods and aromatic cuisines.

As Muslim Americans celebrate Eid across
America, the holiday is a reminder to every
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American of the importance of respecting
those of all faiths and beliefs. This past year,
New York City Public Schools announced add-
ing Eid to their official school calendars along-
side Christmas, Hanukkah, and other holidays,
an acknowledgement of the great diversity and
inclusiveness that adds to the richness of our
Nation. During this year’s White House iftar, I
had the opportunity to meet inspiring young
Muslim Americans who are leading efforts for
greater understanding and unity across diverse
communities. Following the iftar, one of the
young attendees helped spearhead an effort
that raised more than $75,000 for the churches

burned in the wake of the shooting at Emanuel
AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina.
Americans of all faiths and beliefs must stand
together to protect our democracy and
strengthen our country as a whole.

Michelle and I hope today brings joy to all of
your homes, both here in the U.S. and around
the world. From my family to yours, Eid
Mubarak.

NOTE: The statement referred to Faatimah
Amatullah Knight, graduate student in reli-
gious studies, Chicago Theological Semi-
nary.

Remarks During a Visit With Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps World War II
Veteran Emma Didlake
July 17, 2015

Just very briefly, I want to introduce every-
body who have not had a chance to meet her.
Ms. Emma Didlake is our oldest living veteran:
110 years old, born in 1905, and served with
distinction and honor and received all sorts of
commendations for her service during World
War II.

We are so grateful that she is here with us to-
day. And it’s a great reminder of not only the sac-
rifices that the greatest generation made on our

behalf, but also the kind of trailblazing that our
women veterans made, African American veter-
ans who helped to integrate our Armed Services.
We are very, very proud of them. That’s why
we’ve got to make sure we do right by them.

So it’s a great honor to have her here.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 17, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the former Liberian re-

gime of Charles Taylor declared in Executive
Order 13348 of July 22, 2004, is to continue in
effect beyond July 22, 2015.

Although Liberia has made significant ad-
vances to promote democracy, and the Special
Court for Sierra Leone convicted Charles Tay-
lor for war crimes and crimes against humani-
ty, the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property, still
challenge Liberia’s efforts to strengthen its
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