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Statement on the 20th Anniversary of the Srebrenica Genocide
July 10, 2015

On July 11, we join people of all faiths and
nationalities in commemorating the Srebrenica
genocide. We mourn the loss of its more than
8,000 victims, and we honor the memory of
those only now being laid to rest and all those
still missing.

Twenty years ago, Srebrenica was overrun.
In the genocide that followed, brothers, sons,
husbands, and fathers were torn from their
families. They were savagely murdered in the
largest massacre in Europe in a half-century.
We can offer no solace that fully addresses the
pain borne by the victims’ families. But we
must look back at Srebrenica with clear eyes,
commemorate the tragedy, and learn from it.

Only by fully acknowledging the past can we
achieve a future of true and lasting reconcilia-

tion. Only by holding the perpetrators of the
genocide to account can we offer some mea-
sure of justice to help heal their loved ones.
And only by calling evil by its name can we find
the strength to overcome it.

As we approach the 20th anniversary of the
Dayton Accords, we recall that the tragedy of
Srebrenica helped mobilize the international
community to halt the slaughter of civilians
and to finally end the war. Today the United
States stands committed to joining with our
Balkan partners to continue helping heal the
wounds of the past. May we together honor the
victims of Srebrenica and their loved ones by
building a future in which all the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Balkans live
together in peace.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 11, 2015

Hi, everybody. It’s our job as citizens to
make sure we keep pushing this country we
love towards our most cherished ideals: that all
of us are created equal, all of us deserve an
equal shot. This week, my administration took
new steps to bring us closer to that goal.

Almost 50 years ago, Republicans and
Democrats in Congress came together to pass
the Fair Housing Act. It’s a law that says land-
lords can’t turn away tenants solely because of
their race, religion, sex, national origin, or dis-
ability. And it made a difference in this coun-
try.

Still, the work of the Fair Housing Act re-
mains unfinished. Just a few weeks ago, the Su-
preme Court ruled that policies segregating
minorities in poor neighborhoods, even unin-
tentionally, are against the law. The Court rec-
ognized what many people know to be true
from their own lives: that too often, where peo-
ple live determines what opportunities they
have in life.

In some cities, kids living just blocks apart
lead incredibly different lives. They go to dif-

ferent schools, play in different parks, shop in
different stores, walk down different streets.
And often, the quality of those schools and the
safety of those parks and streets are far from
equal, which means those kids aren’t getting an
equal shot in life.

That runs against the values we hold dear as
Americans. In this country, of all countries, a
person’s Zip Code shouldn’t decide their desti-
ny. We don’t guarantee equal outcomes, but
we do strive to guarantee an equal shot at op-
portunity, in every neighborhood, for every
American.

Now, the Fair Housing Act also says that
this isn’t the responsibility of a landlord alone;
local governments have a role to play too.
That’s why, this week, my administration an-
nounced that we’ll make it easier for commu-
nities to implement this law. We’re using data
on housing and neighborhood conditions to
help cities identify the areas that need the
most help. We’re doing more to help commu-
nities meet their own goals. Plus, by opening
up this data to everybody, everyone in a
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community—not just elected officials—can
weigh in. If you want a bus stop added near
your home or more affordable housing nearby,
now you’ll have the data you need to make
your case.

These actions won’t make every community
perfect. That’s something we all have to strive
for in our own lives. But they will help make
our communities stronger and more vibrant.
They’ll help keep this a country where kids
from every background can grow up knowing

that no matter who you are, what you look like,
or where you live, you can write your own story.

That’s the America I love, and it’s the Amer-
ica I’ll keep fighting for. Thanks, and have a
great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on July 10 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on July
11. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 10, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on July 11.

Remarks at the White House Conference on Aging
July 13, 2015

The President. Hello, everybody. Thank you
so much. Thank you. Everybody, please have a
seat. Welcome to the White House Confer-
ence on Aging, everybody. And I—please give
Vicki a big round of applause for the outstand-
ing work she’s doing to help women and fami-
lies prepare for retirement.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here, those in my administration
who’ve been working on this issue. I want to
especially point out one of my favorite former
Members of Congress, a legend who’s here to-
day, John Dingell. John, thank you.

John was elected to Congress when he was
just 29, an overachiever. [Laughter] Ten years
later, he presided over the House Chamber for
the vote to pass Medicare into law, an achieve-
ment for which he and his father can take some
credit. Last week, John turned 89, so we want
to wish John a happy birthday. He’s been a re-
tiree for 6 months, but he’s keeping busy; just
check out his Twitter feed if you don’t believe
me. [Laughter] So he’s still got some pretty
strong opinions.

It is wonderful to be here with all of you.
Many of you have devoted your careers to ad-
vocating for older Americans. You understand
the whole terrain: not just the challenges, but
also the opportunities; not only the questions
we’re asking today, but the questions that we
have to start thinking about for tomorrow. And
because this conference takes place just once a
decade, we’ve got to make it count.

So one of the best measures of a country is
how it treats its older citizens. And by that
measure, the United States has a lot to be
proud of. Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security
are some of our greatest triumphs as a nation.
When Social Security was signed into law, far
too many seniors were living in poverty. When
Medicare was created, only a little more than
half of all seniors had some form of insurance.
Before Medicaid came along, families often
had no help paying for nursing home costs. To-
day, the number of seniors in poverty has fall-
en dramatically. Every American over 65 has
access to affordable health care. And by the
way, since the Affordable Care Act was signed
into law, the uninsured rate for all Americans
has fallen by about one-third. Just thought I’d
mention that.

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. That was pretty good. [Laughter]
Together, we declared that every citizen of

this country deserves a basic measure of secu-
rity and dignity. And that choice saved millions
upon millions of our people from poverty, al-
lowed them to live longer and better lives. So
we’ve got to be proud of that. These American
endeavors didn’t just make our country better,
it reaffirmed our greatness as a country. And
it’s hard to find a single American whose live—
life hasn’t been enriched by these covenants in
some fashion.

My grandmother was a fiercely independent
woman. She helped to raise me. She didn’t
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