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by the Congress in the Act pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, as outlined in the enclosed list of ac-
counts.

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Emergency Funding for the
International Monetary Fund
December 18, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with language in Title IX of
Division K of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2016 (the “Act”), I hereby designate as
emergency requirements all funding so desig-
nated by the Congress in the Act pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, for the following accounts: “Interna-
tional Monetary Programs—United States
Quota, International Monetary Fund—Direct
Loan Program Account,” and “Loans to the In-

ternational Monetary Fund—Direct Loan Pro-
gram Account.”

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Families of the Victims of the Terrorist
Attack in San Bernardino, California
December 18, 2015

Hello, everybody. I just had a chance to
meet with the families of the majority of the
victims of the San Bernardino tragedy. It was
so moving for Michelle and myself in part be-
cause it was so representative of the country.
You had people from every background, every
faith. Some described their loved ones who
had come to this country as immigrants, others
who had lived in the area all their lives, all of
them extraordinarily proud of the work they
were doing to keep people healthy and safe
here in this community.

And as difficult as this time is for them and
for this entire community, they’re also repre-
sentative of the strength and the unity and the
love that exists in this community and in this
country. And as we go into the holiday season,

even as we are vigilant about preventing terror-
ist attacks from happening, even as we insist
that we can’t accept the notion of mass shoot-
ings in public places and of places of work and
worship, we have to remind ourselves of the
overwhelming good that exists out there.

And if you met some of these folks, despite
the pain and the heartache that they’re feeling,
they could not have been more inspiring and
more proud of their loved ones and more insis-
tent that something good comes out of this
tragedy. And many of them are already taking
initiatives to reach out, to speak out on behalf
of community and tolerance and treating peo-
ple with respect. Many were interested in how
we can prevent shootings like this from hap-
pening in the future.
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It was a reminder of what’s good in this
country. And I hope that’s something that gives
all Americans a sense of pride and a sense of
hope as we go into our celebrations of our faith
and our families and our country. All right?

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 p.m. in a
classroom at Indian Springs High School. 

The President’s Weekly Address
December 19, 2015

Hi, everybody. It’s the most wonderful time
of the year, not just for spreading holiday
cheer, but also for list makers. You’ve got wish
lists, Santa’s lists, and of course, a blizzard of
year-in-review lists. So I decided to get in on
the action.

As a nation, we face big challenges. But in
the spirit of 2015 retiree David Letterman,
here—in no particular order—are my top 10
things that happened in 2015 that should make
every American optimistic about 2016.

Number ten: the economy. Over the past
12 months, our businesses have created 2.5
million new jobs. In all, they’ve added 13.7
million new jobs over a 69-month streak of
job growth. And the unemployment rate has
fallen to 5 percent, the lowest it’s been in al-
most 8 years.

Number nine: More Americans are getting
health coverage. The rate of uninsured in
America dropped below 10 percent for the
first time ever. In all, 17.6 million people and
climbing have gained coverage as the Afford-
able Care Act has taken effect. And don’t for-
get, you can still sign up through January 31 at
healthcare.gov.

Number eight: America’s global leadership
on climate change. Last week, in Paris, nearly
200 countries came together to set the course
for a low-carbon future. And it was only possi-
ble because America led with clean energy
here at home and strong diplomacy around the
world.

Number seven: progress in the Americas.
We turned the page on an outdated, half-cen-
tury old policy by reestablishing diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba and reopening Embassies in
both our countries, allowing us to build greater
ties between Americans and Cubans.

Number six: preventing the spread of nucle-
ar weapons. We succeeded in forging a strong
deal to stop Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon. In fact, Iran has already dismantled
thousands of centrifuges that enrich uranium.

Number five: standing strong against terror-
ism. Even as we continue to grieve over the at-
tack in San Bernardino, we are leading a global
coalition and hitting ISIL harder than ever. In
Syria and Iraq, ISIL is losing territory, and
we’re not going to stop until we destroy this
terrorist organization.

Number four: a 21st-century trade deal
that makes sure our businesses can sell goods
made in America across the Asia-Pacific. The
Trans-Pacific Partnership is the strongest,
most proworker, proenvironment trade agree-
ment in our history. And it means that Ameri-
ca—not China, not anyone else—will write
the rules of the global economy for the centu-
ry ahead.

Number three: a pair of Christmas miracles
in Washington. This week, Congress passed a
bipartisan budget that invests in middle class
priorities, keeps our military the strongest in
the world, and takes the threat of shutdowns
and manufactured crises off the table for
2016. Plus, I signed a bipartisan education bill
into law to help our students graduate pre-
pared for college and their future careers.

Number two: Love won. No matter who
you are, here in America, you’re free to marry
the person you love, because the freedom to
marry is now the law in all 50 States.

And the number-one reason I’m optimistic
going into 2016: It’s you, the American people.
All of this progress is because of you: because
of workers rolling up their sleeves and getting
the job done and entrepreneurs starting new
businesses; because of teachers and health
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