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Emission Guidelines
December 18, 2015

S.J. Res. 24 is a joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5 of the United States Code of a rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) relating to “Carbon Pollution Emis-
sion Guidelines for Existing Stationary Sourc-
es: Electric Utility Generating Units.” This res-
olution would nullify the Clean Power Plan,
the first national standards to address climate-
destabilizing greenhouse gas pollution from ex-
isting power plants. Accordingly, I am with-
holding my approval of this resolution. (The
Pocket Veto Case, 279 U.S. 655 (1929)).

Climate change poses a profound threat to
our future and future generations. Atmospher-
ic levels of carbon dioxide, a primary green-
house gas, are higher than they have been in at
least 800,000 years. In 2009, EPA determined
that greenhouse gas pollution endangers
Americans’ health and welfare by causing long-
lasting changes in the climate that can have,
and are already having, a range of negative ef-
fects on human health, the climate, and the en-
vironment. We are already seeing the impacts
of climate change, and established science con-
firms that we will experience stronger storms,
deeper droughts, longer wildfire seasons, and
other intensified impacts as the planet warms.
The Pentagon has determined that climate
change poses immediate risks to our national
security.

The Clean Power Plan is a tremendously im-
portant step in the fight against global climate
change. It is projected to reduce carbon pollu-

tion from power plants by 32 percent from
2005 levels by 2030. It builds on progress
States and the power sector are already making
to move toward cleaner energy production,
and gives States the time and flexibility they
need to develop tailored, cost-effective plans to
reduce their emissions. By nullifying the Clean
Power Plan, S.J. Res. 24 not only threatens on-
going progress toward cleaner energy, but
would also eliminate public health and other
benefits of up to $54 billion per year by 2030,
including thousands fewer premature deaths
from air pollution and thousands fewer child-
hood asthma attacks each year.

The Clean Power Plan is essential in ad-
dressing the largest source of greenhouse gas
pollution in our country. It is past time to act to
mitigate climate impacts on American commu-
nities. Because the resolution would overturn
the Clean Power Plan, which is critical to pro-
tecting against climate change and ensuring
the health and well-being of our Nation, I can-
not support it.

To leave no doubt that the resolution is be-
ing vetoed, in addition to withholding my sig-
nature, I am returning S.J. Res. 24 to the Sec-
retary of the Senate, along with this Memoran-
dum of Disapproval.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 18, 2015.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Funds for Overseas Contingency
Operations and Global Counterterrorism

December 18, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 6 of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2016 (the “Act”), I

hereby designate for Overseas Contingency Op-
erations/Global War on Terrorism all funding
(including the rescission of funds) and contribu-
tions from foreign governments so designated
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by the Congress in the Act pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, as outlined in the enclosed list of ac-
counts.

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,
BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Emergency Funding for the

International Monetary Fund
December 18, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with language in Title IX of
Division K of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2016 (the “Act”), T hereby designate as
emergency requirements all funding so desig-
nated by the Congress in the Act pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, for the following accounts: “Interna-
tional Monetary Programs—United States
Quota, International Monetary Fund—Direct
Loan Program Account,” and “Loans to the In-

ternational Monetary Fund—Direct Loan Pro-
gram Account.”

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Families of the Victims of the Terrorist

Attack in San Bernardino, California
December 18, 2015

Hello, everybody. I just had a chance to
meet with the families of the majority of the
victims of the San Bernardino tragedy. It was
so moving for Michelle and myself in part be-
cause it was so representative of the country.
You had people from every background, every
faith. Some described their loved ones who
had come to this country as immigrants, others
who had lived in the area all their lives, all of
them extraordinarily proud of the work they
were doing to keep people healthy and safe
here in this community.

And as difficult as this time is for them and
for this entire community, they're also repre-
sentative of the strength and the unity and the
love that exists in this community and in this
country. And as we go into the holiday season,
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even as we are vigilant about preventing terror-
ist attacks from happening, even as we insist
that we can’t accept the notion of mass shoot-
ings in public places and of places of work and
worship, we have to remind ourselves of the
overwhelming good that exists out there.

And if you met some of these folks, despite
the pain and the heartache that they’re feeling,
they could not have been more inspiring and
more proud of their loved ones and more insis-
tent that something good comes out of this
tragedy. And many of them are already taking
initiatives to reach out, to speak out on behalf
of community and tolerance and treating peo-
ple with respect. Many were interested in how
we can prevent shootings like this from hap-
pening in the future.
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