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other senior Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)
leaders from the battlefield, and to protect lo-
cal populations. The number of U.S. military
personnel deployed to the central Africa re-
gion, including advisors deployed for this mis-
sion and personnel providing logistical and
support functions to this and other missions,
will fluctuate at a level up to approximately
300. Additional information about military op-
erations related to the LRA is provided in the
classified annex.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN EGYPT

Approximately 700 military personnel are
assigned to or supporting the U.S. contingent
of the Multinational Force and Observers,
which have been present in Egypt since 1981.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN JORDAN

At the request of the Government of Jordan,
U.S. Armed Forces elements, including Patriot
missile systems, artillery, fighter aircraft, and re-
lated support, command, control, and communi-
cations personnel and systems, are deployed to
Jordan to support the security of Jordan and
promote regional stability. The total number of
U.S. forces in Jordan is approximately 2,000 U.S.
military personnel. These forces will remain in
Jordan, in full coordination with the Govern-
ment of Jordan, until the security situation be-
comes such that they are no longer needed.

U.S./NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to establish a NATO-led Koso-
vo Force (KFOR) in Resolution 1244 on June
10, 1999. The original mission of KFOR was to

monitor, verify, and, when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
maintaining a safe and secure environment.
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in co-
operation with local authorities, bilateral part-
ners, and international institutions. The princi-
pal military tasks of KFOR forces are to help
maintain a safe and secure environment and to
ensure freedom of movement throughout
Kosovo. The U.S. contribution to KFOR is ap-
proximately 700 U.S. military personnel out of
the total strength of approximately 4,600 per-
sonnel.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief and as Chief Execu-
tive (including the authority to carry out Public
Law 107–40 and other statutes), as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate. The letter referred to Abdi-
rahman Sandhere, also known as “Ukash,” a se-
nior leader of the al-Shabaab terrorist organi-
zation who was killed in a U.S. airstrike in
Kuunyo-Barrow, Somalia, on December 2.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 12, 2015

Hello, everybody. This week, Americans
across our country have shown what it means
to be strong in the face of terrorism. In San

Bernardino, even as the community continues
to grieve, people are refusing to be ruled by
fear. Across the country [county],* dedicated

 * White House correction.
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public servants are on the job, and more will
be returning to work this week. Faith commu-
nities have come together in fellowship and
prayer. Families lined the streets for the annu-
al children’s Christmas parade. Because we
can’t let terrorists change how we live our
lives.

Meanwhile, our men and women in uni-
form are stepping up our campaign to destroy
ISIL. Our airstrikes are hitting ISIL harder
than ever in Iraq and Syria. We’re taking out
more of their fighters and leaders, their
weapons, their oil tankers. Our special opera-
tions forces are on the ground, because we’re
going to hunt down these terrorists wherever
they try to hide. In recent weeks, our strikes
have taken out the ISIL finance chief, a ter-
rorist leader in Somalia, and the ISIL leader
in Libya. Our message to these killers is sim-
ple: We will find you, and justice will be
done.

This week, we’ll move forward on all fronts.
On Monday, I’ll go to the Pentagon. And there,
I’ll review our military campaign and how we
can continue to accelerate our efforts. Later in
the week, I’ll go to the National Counterterror-
ism Center. There, I’ll review our efforts,
across our entire Government, to prevent at-
tacks and protect our homeland. And this
week, the Department of Homeland Security
will update its alert system to ensure Ameri-
cans get more information, including steps that
you and your communities can take to be vigi-
lant and to stay safe.

In the wake of the attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, I know a lot of Americans are ask-
ing, “What can I do?” First, as always, we have
to stay vigilant. If you see something that
seems suspicious, say something to law en-
forcement. Over the years, plots have been un-
covered because someone saw something and
spoke up.

As I said in my speech last weekend, one of
the most important things we can do is to stay
true to who we are as Americans. Terrorists
like ISIL are trying to divide us along lines of
religion and background. That’s how they stoke
fear. That’s how they recruit. And just as Mus-
lims around the world have to keep rejecting

any twisted interpretation of Islam, all of us
have to reject bigotry, in all of its forms. I’ll say
it again: Prejudice and discrimination helps
ISIL, and it undermines our national security.

The good news is that Americans are com-
ing together to reaffirm the core values that
keep us strong. Political leaders across the
spectrum—Democrats and Republicans, liber-
als and conservatives—are standing up force-
fully for freedom of religion. Churches and
synagogues are reaching out to local mosques,
reminding us that we are all God’s children.
Grateful citizens are saying thank you to our
patriotic Muslim American servicemembers
and veterans. Some of our greatest sports he-
roes have reminded us why they’re true cham-
pions, and voices for tolerance and under-
standing. Across the country, Americans are
reaching out to their Muslim friends, neigh-
bors, and coworkers to let them know we’re
here for each other. I think of the woman in
Texas carrying a sign saying, “We love our
Muslim neighbors.”

That’s the message I hope every Muslim
American hears, that we’re all part of the same
American family. And it’s a message all of us
can deliver: parents to our children, teachers to
their students, leaders in politics and business
and entertainment. Back in San Bernardino,
people from across the community have joined
in prayer vigils: Christians, Jews, Muslims, and
others. And they’ve sent a powerful message:
We’re all in this together. That’s the spirit we
have to uphold. That’s what we can do as
Americans, united in defense of the country
that we love.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 11 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on December 12. In the address, the President
referred to Muafaq Mustafa Mohammed al-
Karmoush, also known as “Abu Salah,” a finan-
cial operative for the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization who
was killed in a U.S. airstrike outside Tal Afar,
Iraq, in late November; Abdirahman Sand-
here, also known as “Ukash,” a senior leader of
the al-Shabaab terrorist organization who was
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killed in a U.S. airstrike in Kuunyo-Barrow, So-
malia, on December 2; Abu Nabil, also known
as “Wissam Najm Abd Zayd al-Zubaydi,” an
ISIL leader who was killed in a U.S. airstrike in
Derna, Libya, on November 13; and Paula
Criswell, member of the Bay Area Unitarian

Universalist Church in Houston, TX, who par-
ticipated in a rally in Webster, TX, on Decem-
ber 4. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 11,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
December 12.

Remarks on the Adoption of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change Paris Agreement
December 12, 2015

Good evening. In my first Inaugural Ad-
dress, I committed this country to the tireless
task of combating climate change and protect-
ing this planet for future generations. Two
weeks ago, in Paris, I said before the world that
we needed a strong global agreement to ac-
complish this goal, an enduring agreement that
reduces global carbon pollution and sets the
world on a course to a low-carbon future. A
few hours ago, we succeeded. We came to-
gether around the strong agreement the world
needed. We met the moment.

I want to commend President Hollande and
Secretary-General Ban for their leadership and
for hosting such a successful summit and
French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius for
presiding with patience and resolve. And I
want to give a special thanks to Secretary John
Kerry; my Senior Adviser, Brian Deese; our
chief negotiator, Todd Stern; and everyone on
their teams for their outstanding work and for
making America proud.

I also want to thank the people of nearly 200
nations—large and small, developed and de-
veloping—for working together to confront a
threat to the people of all nations. Together,
we’ve shown what’s possible when the world
stands as one.

Today the American people can be proud,
because this historic agreement is a tribute to
American leadership. Over the past 7 years,
we’ve transformed the United States into the
global leader in fighting climate change. In
2009, we helped salvage a chaotic Copenhagen
summit and established the principle that all
countries had a role to play in combating cli-
mate change. We then led by example, with

historic investments in growing industries like
wind and solar, creating a new and steady
stream of middle class jobs. We’ve set the first-
ever nationwide standards to limit the amount
of carbon pollution power plants can dump in-
to the air our children breathe. From Alaska to
the Gulf Coast to the Great Plains, we’ve part-
nered with local leaders who are working to
help their communities protect themselves
from some of the most immediate impacts of a
changing climate.

Now, skeptics said these actions would kill
jobs. Instead, we’ve seen the longest streak of
private sector job creation in our history.
We’ve driven our economic output to alltime
highs while driving our carbon pollution down
to its lowest level in nearly two decades. And
then, with our historic joint announcement
with China last year, we showed it was possible
to bridge the old divides between developed
and developing nations that had stymied global
progress for so long. That accomplishment en-
couraged dozens and dozens of other nations
to set their own ambitious climate targets. And
that was the foundation for success in Paris.
Because no nation, not even one as powerful as
ours, can solve this challenge alone. And no
country, no matter how small, can sit on the
sidelines. All of us had to solve it together.

Now, no agreement is perfect, including this
one. Negotiations that involve nearly 200 na-
tions are always challenging. Even if all the ini-
tial targets set in Paris are met, we’ll only be
part of the way there when it comes to reduc-
ing carbon from the atmosphere. So we cannot
be complacent because of today’s agreement.
The problem’s not solved because of this ac-
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