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President Obama. Thank you so much.
Thank you very much.

President Rivlin. It’s a pleasure.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nechama Shulman Riv-
lin, wife of President Rivlin; and President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority.
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President Obama. Hello, everybody! Well,
welcome to the White House, and Happy Ha-
nukkah! Before we begin, let’s give a big round
of applause to our musical guests, the Maccabe-
ats. This is not the first time they have per-
formed here, but they are more popular than ev-
er. Their latest viral video is called “Latke Reci-
pe.” [Laughter] So, if the food is better than
usual this year, you will know why. [Laughter]

Ordinarily, I like to tell people at the after-
noon Hanukkah party that this is the special
one. [Laughter] And then, I tell the people in
the evening they’re the special ones. [Laugh-
ter] But this afternoon really is special, because
we are joined by Israel’s President, President
Rivlin, and Mrs. Rivlin.

President Rivlin. Thank you. Thank you.
President Obama. So earlier today we had

an excellent meeting where we reaffirmed the
unbreakable bond between the United States
and Israel. President Rivlin is a strong voice for
equal treatment of all citizens of Israel and
greater understanding between Israelis and
Palestinians. And I was deeply moved by his
expressions and—of commitment to equality
and justice.

We’re also honored that after Rabbi Susan
Talve from St. Louis’s Central Reform Congre-
gation leads us in the blessing, President Rivlin
and Mrs. Rivlin will join us in lighting the Ha-
nukkah candles.

We do have some other special guests who
are here today. I want to welcome all the
Members of Congress who are here. Also, last
Hanukkah, some of you may remember we cel-
ebrated Alan Gross’s return home from Cuba.
We are proud to have Alan here today at the
White House. So that’s worthy of celebration.

All of us come together, along with Jews
around the world, to celebrate a band of Macca-

bees who inspire us even today. They were out-
numbered, they were outarmed, and yet they
proved that freedom can prevail over tyranny,
hope can triumph over despair, light can prevail
over darkness. That sounds like a description of
the new “Star Wars” movie. [Laughter] But this
one happened a little earlier.

The light from 1 day’s worth of oil has lasted
not just for 8 days, but for more than 2,000
years. The Maccabees’ sense of faith and cour-
age and righteousness continue to animate the
Jewish community even now. It’s no accident
that when we’re called out to speak on behalf
of refugees or against religious persecution,
American Jews remember what it was like to
be a stranger and are leading the way. And
even as we draw from the best of our tradi-
tions, we’re never afraid to build on what came
before and to forge a better future for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren.

And that’s certainly the story of the menorah
that we light this afternoon. Ze’ev Raban was
born in Poland, studied in Munich, Paris, and
Brussels, before emigrating to what would be-
come the State of Israel. As a member of the
Bezalel School, he helped create a new He-
brew style of art. And his work is uniquely Jew-
ish, but its beauty is universal, just like so many
of the values that we celebrate on this holiday.

So, as we light one of Ze’ev Raban’s beauti-
ful menorahs, may we, too, be inspired to cre-
ate something beautiful and lasting in this
world. May the warmth of family and friends
around the world bring us comfort and bring
us joy. And may miracles past and present con-
tinue to inspire us as we build a better world
together.

And with that, I would like to invite Presi-
dent Rivlin to say a few words, and then we will
get the blessing from our Rabbi.
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President Rivlin. Thank you. Thank you so
very much. President Obama, Barack, and
First Lady Michelle, thank you. Thank you for
honoring and hosting my wife Nechama and
me and all the guests from Israel to celebrate
Hanukkah with you.

This is my 76th Hanukkah. [Laughter] I re-
member nearly all of them. [Laughter] I love
all of them. But this one is for sure a little dif-
ferent. It is not easy to be away from your fam-
ily—from our children and our grandchil-
dren—to be away from Israel or from the won-
derful city of Jerusalem, especially at Hanuk-
kah. But they told me that the latkes and the
doughnuts would be worth coming all the way,
so here we are—[laughter]——

President Obama. Yes. That’s true.
President Rivlin. ——standing here next to

the menorah, which we call a Hanukiah in He-
brew.

We remember the brave Maccabees. We re-
member they did not fight against, they fought
for: for liberty, for freedom of religion, for
their traditions, for our traditions, for their
ability to celebrate their own identity. Hanuk-
kah is the holiday of spiritual activism. It is a
holiday which represents the spirit of human
being, created equally in the image of God.

Today, we see around the world terrible
crimes and the danger to humanity cause a lack
of respect, freedom of faith, freedom of reli-

gion. Each night of Hanukkah, we add; we add
a new light to the menorah. Rabbi Abraham
Heschel, one of the best friends of Martin Lu-
ther King, wrote in his book “Insecurity of
Freedom” that people usually follow the path
of regression. They begin high and fall down.
But instead, we should be like the Hanukkah
candles and follow the path of progression. He
said that the people will have the strength to
ascend if the leader himself continues to rise.

Today, we are all looking for strong and
clear moral leadership of the kind of—you rep-
resent, President Obama. Leadership commit-
ted to the safety of its people, to the opportuni-
ty and the dignity of every human being. I
would like to light this candle, this little flame,
with a prayer and hope that one day, religious,
cultural, and moral liberty will be enjoyed
without question by each and every person in
the world.

Hanukkah Sameach. Happy Hanukkah!
And to the Christian people all over the

world, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year!

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Alan P. Gross, a former
U.S. Agency for International Development
contractor who was detained by Cuban author-
ities for 5 years and released to U.S. custody on
December 17, 2014.

Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
December 9, 2015

The President. All righty. Good evening, ev-
erybody! 

Audience members. Good evening.
The President. Welcome to the White

House. Happy Hanukkah! I want, first of all,
everybody to acknowledge and give it up for
the Chai Notes from Cornell University. Give
them a big round of applause.

A couple of other special guests who are
here—we have the honor of the participation
of three of our Supreme Court Justices: Jus-
tices Kagan, Justices Breyer, and Justice Gins-
burg—there she is, also known as the Notori-
ous RBG. [Laughter] We’ve got some Mem-

bers of Congress who are here. None of them
are notorious. [Laughter]

This is a wonderful event for two reasons.
Number one, latkes—[laughter]—which are
excellent here at the White House. [Laughter]
Number two, we get to tell a really inspiring
story. Tonight we recall a small band of Macca-
bees who, outmanned and outarmed, holding
fast to their faith, won their freedom. When
they found their temple ransacked, they built a
new altar. When their golden menorah was
stolen, they made a new one using whatever
materials that they had. When there wasn’t
enough fuel to keep the flame in their temple


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-08-23T12:48:11-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




