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most valued partners in fighting ISIL. We look
forward to having British forces flying with the
coalition over Syria, and will work to integrate
them into our coalition air tasking orders as
quickly as possible.

I also welcome yesterday’s announcement
from the German Cabinet that Germany will
commit up to 1,200 German troops to support
coalition efforts to fight ISIL, including poten-
tially deploying reconnaissance planes, tanker
aircraft, and support for the Charles de Gaulle
aircraft carrier in the Gulf. While this still re-
quires German parliamentary approval, this is

a clear sign of Germany’s continued commit-
ment to the counter-ISIL campaign and to
working with a broad range of partners to de-
feat this shared threat.

ISIL is a global threat that must be defeated
by a global response. The United States wel-
comes any partner’s genuine counter-ISIL ef-
forts in Syria and Iraq, and I applaud the steps
taken by the U.K. and Germany that demon-
strate our unity and resolve. I look forward to
working closely with the U.K., Germany, and
all our coalition partners on our ongoing
shared efforts to degrade and destroy ISIL.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of the National Security Team
on the Shooting in San Bernardino, California
December 3, 2015

Yesterday a tragedy occurred in San Ber-
nardino, and as I said in the immediate after-
math, our first order of business is to send our
thoughts and prayers to the families of those
who have been killed and to pray for a speedy
recovery for those who were injured during
this terrible attack.

I had a chance to speak with Mayor Davis of
San Bernardino, and I thanked law enforce-
ment in that city for their timely and profes-
sional response. I indicated to Mayor Davis
that the entire country is thinking about that
community and thanked him and his office for
the way that they’ve been able to manage an
extraordinarily difficult situation with calm and
clarity and very much appreciated the coordi-
nation that’s been taking place between local
law enforcement and the FBI investigators.

At this stage, we do not yet know why this
terrible event occurred. We do know that the
two individuals who were killed were equipped
with weapons and appeared to have access to
additional weaponry at their homes. But we
don’t know why they did it. We don’t know at
this point the extent of their plans. We do not
know their motivations.

And I just received a briefing from FBI Di-
rector Comey, as well as Attorney General
Lynch, indicating the course of their investiga-
tion. At this point, this is now a FBI investiga-

tion. That’s been done in cooperation and con-
sultation with local law enforcement. It is pos-
sible that this was terrorist related, but we
don’t know. It’s also possible that this was
workplace related. And until the FBI has been
able to conduct what are going to be a large
number of interviews, until we understand the
nature of the workplace relationship between
the individual and his superiors—because he
worked with the organization where this terri-
ble shooting took place—until all the social
media and electronic information has been ex-
ploited, we’re just not going to be able to an-
swer those questions.

But what I can assure the American people
is, we’re going to get to the bottom of this and
that we are going to be vigilant, as we always
are, in getting the facts before we issue any de-
cisive judgments in terms of how this occurred.

More broadly, as I said yesterday, we see the
prevalence of these kinds of mass shootings in
this country, and I think so many Americans
sometimes feel as if there’s nothing we can do
about it. We are fortunate to have an extraordi-
nary combination of law enforcement and in-
telligence and military that work every single
day to keep us safe. But we can’t just leave it to
our professionals to deal with the problem of
these kinds of horrible killings. We all have a
part to play.
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And I do think that, as the investigation
moves forward, it’s going to be important for
all of us—including our legislatures—to see
what we can do to make sure that when indi-
viduals decide that they want to do somebody
harm, we’re making it a little harder for them
to do it. Because right now it’s just too easy.
And we’re going to have to, I think, search our-
selves as a society to make sure that we can
take basic steps that would make it harder—
not impossible, but harder—for individuals to
get access to weapons.

So there will be, I think, a press conference
later today led by the Attorney General. Direc-
tor Comey will continue to brief not only the
press, but also Members of Congress about the
course of the investigation. Our expectation is,
is that this may take some time before we’re
able to sort it all through. There may be mixed
motives involved in this, which makes the in-
vestigation more complicated. But rest assured
that we will get to the bottom of this.

And in the meantime, once again, I want to
offer our deepest condolences to those who’ve
been affected by this terrible tragedy. And for

those who’ve been injured, we hope that they
get well quickly and that they’re able to be
back together with their families.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Tashfeen Malik and Syed
Rizwan Farook, suspected perpetrators of the
shooting and attempted bombing at the Inland
Regional Center in San Bernardino, CA, on
December 2. Participating in the meeting were
Vice President Joe Biden; Attorney General
Loretta E. Lynch; Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation Director James B. Comey, Jr.; Director
of National Intelligence James R. Clapper, Jr.;
National Security Adviser Susan E. Rice; Assis-
tant to the President for Homeland Security
and Counterterrorism Lisa O. Monaco; Depu-
ty Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro
N. Mayorkas; Deputy Director of the National
Counterterrorism Center John J. Mulligan;
and Deputy National Security Adviser Avril D.
Haines. The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Department of Defense Decision To Open All Military
Occupational Specialties to Women
December 3, 2015

One of the qualities that makes America’s
Armed Forces the best in the world is that we
draw on the talents and skills of our people.
When we desegregated our military, it became
stronger. In recent years, we ended “don’t ask,
don’t tell” and allowed gay and lesbian Ameri-
cans to serve openly, and it’s made our military
stronger. Over recent decades, we’ve opened
about 90 percent of military positions to wom-
en who time and again have proven that they
too are qualified, ready, and up to the task. In
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, our coura-
geous women in uniform have served with
honor on the front lines, and some have given
their very lives.

Today the Defense Department is taking
another historic step forward by opening up
the remaining 10 percent of military positions,

including combat roles, to women. As Com-
mander in Chief, I know that this change, like
others before it, will again make our military
even stronger. Our Armed Forces will draw on
an even wider pool of talent. Women who can
meet the high standards required will have
new opportunities to serve. I know that, under
the leadership of Secretary Carter and Chair-
man Dunford, our men and women in uniform
will implement this transition—as they have
others—in a responsible manner that main-
tains military readiness and the unparalleled
professionalism and strength of our Armed
Forces. Together, we’re going to make sure
our military remains the finest fighting force in
the history of the world, worthy of all our patri-
ots who serve: men and women.
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