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increases for civilian Federal employees cov-
ered by the General Schedule and certain oth-
er pay systems if, because of “national emer-
gency or serious economic conditions affecting
the general welfare,” I view the adjustments
that would otherwise take effect as inappropri-
ate.

Civilian Federal employees have already
made significant sacrifices as a result of 3-year
pay freeze that ended in January 2014. In Janu-
ary 2014 and again in January 2015, increases
for civilian Federal employees were limited to
a 1.0 percent overall pay increase, an amount
lower than the private sector pay increases and
statutory formula for adjustments to the base
General Schedule for 2014 and 2015. Howev-
er, as the country’s economic recovery contin-
ues, we must maintain efforts to keep our Na-
tion on a sustainable fiscal course. This is an ef-
fort that continues to require tough choices.

Under current law, locality pay increases av-
eraging 28.74 percent and costing $26 billion
would go into effect in January 2016. Federal

agency budgets cannot sustain such increases.
Accordingly, I have determined that under the
authority of section 5304a of title 5, United
States Code, locality-based comparability pay-
ments for the locality pay areas established by
the President’s Pay Agent, in the amounts set
forth in the attached table, shall become effec-
tive on the first day of the first applicable pay
period beginning on or after January 1, 2016.
These rates are based on an allocation of 0.3
percent of payroll as indicated in my August
28, 2015, alternative pay plan for adjustments
to the base General Schedule. These decisions
will not materially affect our ability to attract
and retain a well-qualified Federal workforce.

The adjustments described above shall take
effect on the first applicable pay period begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2016.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 30, 2015.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of

Turkey in Paris, France
December 1, 2015

President Obama. Okay. Even though Presi-
dent Erdogan and I had a chance to see each
other in Antalya recently at the G-20. In light
of recent events, we thought it would be useful
for us to discuss what’s been happening both in
Syria and the recent events between Russia
and Turkey.

I want to be very clear: Turkey is a NATO
ally. Along with our allies, the United States
supports Turkey’s right to defend itself and its
airspace and its territory. And we’re very much
committed to Turkey’s security and its sover-
eignty.

We discussed how Turkey and Russia can
work together to deescalate tensions and find a
diplomatic path to resolve this issue. And as I
mentioned to President Erdogan, we all have a
common enemy, and that is ISIL. And I want
to make sure that we focus on that threat, and 1
want to make sure that we remain focused on
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the need to bring about some sort of political
resolution in Syria.

In partnership with Turkey and our other
coalition partners, we've been able to push
ISIL’s control of certain territories inside of
Iraq and inside of Syria. We have more work to
do. Turkey has been extraordinarily generous
when it comes to its support of refugees. And I
was glad to hear that they’ve had a productive
meeting with the EU about how not only can
border security be strengthened, but also addi-
tional resources for humanitarian support can
be forthcoming,.

And we are very much interested in acceler-
ating the work that’s been taking place on our
military-to-military relationship to ensure that
not only Turkey is safe and secure, but also
that Syria can finally begin winding down what
has been a terribly costly war and we can focus



our attention on ensuring that ISIL is no lon-
ger a threat to all of us.

So, Tayyip, I appreciate very much the
meeting. And I'm sure that our teams will be in
close consultation over the next several weeks.

[At this point, an interpreter translated Presi-
dent Obama’s remarks into Turkish.]

President Obama. And I apologize to the trans-
lator for not having broken that up. [Laughter]

President Erdogan. My dear friend, Obama,
first and foremost, I would like to thank you for
this meeting. And we have concentrated our
efforts in discussing fundamental topics; some
of them to name are as the following.

First and foremost, we’ve discussed several
issues surrounding the struggle—the joint
struggle—against the ISIL terrorism in Syria.
As the coalition forces, we are determined to
keep up the fight against ISIS and ISIS forces
on the ground. And we have discussed the situ-
ation from different aspects within Syria in a
detailed fashion.

And as a second topic, we've concentrated
our efforts in discussing the recent tensions be-
tween Russia and Turkey. Of course, we are al-
ways willing to resort to the diplomatic lan-
guage, because the diplomatic language will be
sufficient in order to resolve the problems in
the region. Because we don’t want to invest in
tensions; we want to avoid the tensions. We
don’t want to get hurt, and we don’t want no
one to get hurt, because if a tension arises in
the region, all of the parties involved get dam-
aged at the end. We want peace to prevail at all
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costs, and we want the peace which would pre-
vail to contribute to the peace which would be
established in the region at a larger extent.

And of course, with regards to the resolution
of the problems in Syria, we've discussed the
transitional government—the establishment of
the transitional government, especially in the
aftermath of the already successfully undertak-
en Vienna process. We are, so far, very happy
to see the developments in that regard, and we
hope and pray that the end results out of the
Vienna process to be cultivated will provide a
heave of—sigh of relief for the entire region
and for Syria.

And as a fourth topic, we focused on the
Turkomans, which are the Turkish descen-
dants in Syria. We know that where the
Turkomans are present, there’s no Daesh pres-
ence or ISIS presence. As I've said before, they
are the Turkish descendants; they are the rela-
tives of the Republic of Turkey. And that area
is continuously bombed. In the last few weeks,
more than 500 civilians were killed, so we
would like to see the resolution of that prob-
lem as soon as possible as well.

And I would like to thank you once again for
this time and for this opportunity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at
the U.S. Ambassador’s residence. In his re-
marks, he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization,
also known as ISIS or Daesh. President Erdo-
gan spoke in Turkish, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Remarks During a Meeting With Leaders of Small Island Nations in Issy-les-

Moulineaux, France
December 1, 2015

It’s been a great pleasure to meet with sev-
eral of the leaders of island nations who are vi-
tal to the work that we’re doing here in Paris.
Their populations are among the most vulnera-
ble to the ravages of climate change. If sea lev-
els rise at currently projected levels, or the
pace that is currently projected, some of their
people will be forced to flee their homes.

Some of their nations could disappear entirely.
And as weather patterns change, we might deal
with tens of millions of climate refugees from
the Asia-Pacific region.

And as T mentioned to my friends around
the table, I'm an island boy. I grew up on an is-
land and understand both the beauty, but also
the fragility of island ecosystems. I spent time
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