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Americans and help drive down our carbon
emissions.

Thanks in part to these investments, Ameri-
ca now generates 20 times as much solar power
as we did in 2008. Last year was solar’s biggest
year ever. Prices fell by 10 percent, installa-
tions climbed by 30 percent, and the solar in-
dustry added jobs more than 10 times faster
than the rest of the economy.

Now, Bill has pointed out—and he’s abso-
lutely right—that we’re also going to have to
just invent some entirely new technologies. I
mean, the truth is, if we adapt existing technol-
ogies and make them cheaper and faster and
more readily available, if we improve energy
efficiency, we're still only going to get part of
the way there, and there’s still going to be a big
gap to fill. And that’s where these research dol-
lars become so important. Because we don’t
yet know exactly what’s going to work best. But
we know that if we put our best minds behind
it and we have the dollars behind it, we’ll dis-
cover what works. We always have in the past,
and we will this time as well.

And there’s not a direct correlation be-
tween how much money and how quickly we
invest—we invent something, but I guarantee
you, if we've got more minds working on it
with more resources, the likelihood that we
come up with an answer faster is going to be
much higher.

So, between Federal investments in these
technologies and the private capital that
helped scale up and deploy them, we already
have places in America where the power from
sun and wind is cheaper than dirtier, conven-
tional power from utilities. Now, there are is-
sues in terms of distribution and storage and
batteries, but the point is, is that we've seen
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more progress than we would have even imag-
ined 7, 8 years ago. And we're already seeing
America’s biggest companies—like Apple,
Google, Microsoft, Walmart—who have be-
come some of the world’s largest purchasers of
clean energy. And theyre also, in some cases,
becoming some of the largest clean energy
producers in the world. And they’re doing this
not just because it’s the right thing to do, but
because it makes good business sense.

And by taking this approach on a global
scale—with unprecedented investment in pub-
lic research, an unprecedented pool of private
capital—Mission Innovation will help deliver af-
fordable clean energy and new jobs and oppor-
tunities to people around the world for decades
to come. This is how we’re going to solve this
challenge: together. And that’s at the heart of
what we’re trying to accomplish here in Paris.

So I want to thank everybody for joining us.
I especially want to thank Prime Minister Mo-
di, who has been at the forefront in pursuing
innovation that can help his country develop,
but every country develop. And I want to thank
Bill Gates, who has been visionary in this en-
tire process and helped to gather the investors
that are already stepping up. My expectation,
knowing Bill, is, is that we’ll see a lot more than
28 pretty soon.

So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:12 p.m. in the
Nelson Mandela Auditorium at the Parc des
Expositions. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India; Presi-
dent Francois Hollande of France; and Wil-
liam H. Gates III, founder, technology adviser,
and board member, Microsoft Corp.

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Alternative Pay Plan for Civilian

Federal Employees
November 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

I am transmitting an alternative plan for pay
increases for civilian Federal employees cov-

ered by the General Schedule and certain oth-
er pay systems in January 2016.

Title 5, United States Code, authorizes me
to implement alternative pay plans for pay

1543



Nov. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

increases for civilian Federal employees cov-
ered by the General Schedule and certain oth-
er pay systems if, because of “national emer-
gency or serious economic conditions affecting
the general welfare,” I view the adjustments
that would otherwise take effect as inappropri-
ate.

Civilian Federal employees have already
made significant sacrifices as a result of 3-year
pay freeze that ended in January 2014. In Janu-
ary 2014 and again in January 2015, increases
for civilian Federal employees were limited to
a 1.0 percent overall pay increase, an amount
lower than the private sector pay increases and
statutory formula for adjustments to the base
General Schedule for 2014 and 2015. Howev-
er, as the country’s economic recovery contin-
ues, we must maintain efforts to keep our Na-
tion on a sustainable fiscal course. This is an ef-
fort that continues to require tough choices.

Under current law, locality pay increases av-
eraging 28.74 percent and costing $26 billion
would go into effect in January 2016. Federal

agency budgets cannot sustain such increases.
Accordingly, I have determined that under the
authority of section 5304a of title 5, United
States Code, locality-based comparability pay-
ments for the locality pay areas established by
the President’s Pay Agent, in the amounts set
forth in the attached table, shall become effec-
tive on the first day of the first applicable pay
period beginning on or after January 1, 2016.
These rates are based on an allocation of 0.3
percent of payroll as indicated in my August
28, 2015, alternative pay plan for adjustments
to the base General Schedule. These decisions
will not materially affect our ability to attract
and retain a well-qualified Federal workforce.

The adjustments described above shall take
effect on the first applicable pay period begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2016.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 30, 2015.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of

Turkey in Paris, France
December 1, 2015

President Obama. Okay. Even though Presi-
dent Erdogan and I had a chance to see each
other in Antalya recently at the G-20. In light
of recent events, we thought it would be useful
for us to discuss what’s been happening both in
Syria and the recent events between Russia
and Turkey.

I want to be very clear: Turkey is a NATO
ally. Along with our allies, the United States
supports Turkey’s right to defend itself and its
airspace and its territory. And we’re very much
committed to Turkey’s security and its sover-
eignty.

We discussed how Turkey and Russia can
work together to deescalate tensions and find a
diplomatic path to resolve this issue. And as I
mentioned to President Erdogan, we all have a
common enemy, and that is ISIL. And I want
to make sure that we focus on that threat, and 1
want to make sure that we remain focused on
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the need to bring about some sort of political
resolution in Syria.

In partnership with Turkey and our other
coalition partners, we've been able to push
ISIL’s control of certain territories inside of
Iraq and inside of Syria. We have more work to
do. Turkey has been extraordinarily generous
when it comes to its support of refugees. And I
was glad to hear that they’ve had a productive
meeting with the EU about how not only can
border security be strengthened, but also addi-
tional resources for humanitarian support can
be forthcoming,.

And we are very much interested in acceler-
ating the work that’s been taking place on our
military-to-military relationship to ensure that
not only Turkey is safe and secure, but also
that Syria can finally begin winding down what
has been a terribly costly war and we can focus
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