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President Obama. Okay, well it is a pleasure
to meet with my friend and partner, Prime
Minister Modi of India. During my visit to In-
dia earlier this year, we committed ourselves to
a new, deeper partnership between our na-
tions. And our work here in Paris together rep-
resents one of the greatest areas for deeper co-
operation, and that is on the issue of climate
change.

We agree that it’s an urgent threat. The
Prime Minister has shown in the work even be-
fore he was Prime Minister, at the state level,
his interest in new technologies and clean en-
ergy. We welcome India’s leadership and
Prime Minister Modi’s leadership on this issue.
And Paris is a chance to put in place a lasting
framework to address climate at an interna-
tional level.

I want to emphasize that we agree that Paris
must recognize and protect the ability of coun-
tries like India to pursue the priorities of devel-
opment, growth, and poverty eradication. And
I know that that is something that is deeply felt
by Prime Minister Modi. At the same time, it
also has to reflect serious and ambitious action
by all nations to curb their carbon pollution. So
our teams are working together to achieve
these objectives.

And I am proud that after our meeting here,
we're going to be attending what we're calling
Mission Innovation, which is a groundbreaking
new public-private initiative that will acceler-
ate the pace at which we can develop and de-
ploy clean energy that’s affordable to popula-
tions around the world.

And India has also developed a new Solar
Alliance, which is going to be, I think, helping
to advance the cause not only in India, but
around the world, of accelerating the adapta-
tion of solar energy, which is going to be so im-
portant to our clean energy future.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s wonderful to see
you again, and thank you for your leadership.

Prime Minister Modi. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you.

[At this point, Prime Minister Modi spoke in
Hindi. An interpreter then translated his re-
marks as follows.]

Interpreter. Of my friend and President
Obama—is it on? Okay—we are launching
ourselves together on a very good mission, and
we are working together. With President
Obama, I have such a deep relationship that
we are able to discuss very openly on all issues
and also set out our projects.

This initiative about innovation, in which In-
dia too would be present, we are going to be
with the United States and work shoulder to
shoulder with them in this new initiative. And
I'm sure in the times to come, this is going to
give very good results.

Secondly, the other very good outcome
would be that 121 countries, which are very so-
lar rich and who receive the maximum solar ra-
diation in their countries, are getting together,
and a new organization, the International Solar
Alliance, is coming into being. In that, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Mr. Kerry, would be pres-
ent and—as also the French President.

And so this Solar Alliance and the Mission
Innovation, I think this are—these are two very
important instruments to fulfill the dreams
that we have set ourselves in Paris and to fulfill
these in the times to come.

India is a very nature-loving country, and
we are setting out, as always, to protect nature
in the world. And as you know, Mahatma Gan-
dhi was the biggest champion of nature. And
we are going to be making a very important
contribution. Our INDCs are also very ambi-
tious. We have set out 175 gigawatt of solar
and renewable energy. These are very ambi-
tious targets. And I would just like to once
again reiterate that the responsibility that In-
dia has will be fully undertaken and fulfilled
by it. And we will be working with all coun-
tries in the world to ensure that development
and protection of the environment go hand in

1541



Nov. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

hand. And we also expect full cooperation
from all countries.

Once again, I'd like to express my gratitude
to President Obama. We meet very often.
We're very good friends. We talk very openly.
And I'd just like to thank him.

[Prime Minister Modi made additional brief
remarks in Hindi, and no translation was
provided. He then spoke in English as fol-
lows. ]

Prime Minister Modi. [Inaudible]—strong
message: Paris to protect planet. Thank you.

President Obama. There you go. I under-
stood that one. [Laughter]

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. in the
bilateral meeting room of the White House
delegation space at the Parc des Expositions.
Prime Minister Modi referred to President
Frangois Hollande of France.
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Good afternoon. Prime Minister Modi and I
apologize for being late, but I can assure you
we were working—[laughter]—and, hopefully,
helping to advance President Hollande’s agen-
da in a successful Paris summit. I want to thank
Frangois, my fellow leaders, Prime Minister
Modi and Bill Gates—two of the driving forces
behind today’s announcement.

We're here because we recognize the urgen-
cy of climate change and we believe that
there’s something that we can all do about it as
long as we work together. And while the agree-
ment that we seek in Paris will be forged by
governments, the ambitious targets that we set
for ourselves are going to be reached in large
part by the efforts of our scientists, our busi-
nesses, our workers, our investors. And that’s
why the private sector, from inventors to inves-
tors, will have a seat at the table throughout
this process.

Helping developing nations skip the dirty
phase of development is vital to meeting this
challenge. One of the things that Prime Minis-
ter Modi and I discussed is, you've got 300 mil-
lion people in India who still don’t have elec-
tricity. We cannot forge a climate agreement
that says they are permanently resigned to not
having electricity. That’s not an option. So we
have to make sure that the same process of de-
velopment is taking place, but using a whole
new set of technologies and arrangements so
that we don’t have a conflict between develop-
ment and solving this climate crisis.
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But the leap forward is going to take much
more than pledges for development assistance
from governments. It's going to take private
sector efforts and a commitment to innovation
and the capital to keep driving down the cost of
clean energy all around the world.

And that’s why today we’re announcing Mis-
sion Innovation. And I believe this is going to
be one of the most significant public-private
partnerships ever forged to accelerate energy
innovation on a global scale. First of all, the 20
participating nations, representing more than
80 percent of global clean energy innovation
dollars, we're going to seek to double our R&D
budget over the next 5 years. Second, a coali-
tion of 28 leading private investors from all
over the world, including both Democrats and
Republicans from the United States—some
folks who have supported me and some folks
who haven’t always in the past on politics, but
do support the climate change agenda—are
committing to invest unprecedented resources
to bring those technologies to the market.

And we know that this kind of partnership
works. I'll give you an example. Shortly after I
took office, the United States made the single
biggest Federal investment in clean energy in
our history. And those investments helped
drive down the cost of clean energy faster than
anyone thought possible, including me at the
time. There are now thousands of private sec-
tor renewable energy projects nationwide,
projects that employ tens of thousands of
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