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to deal with issues like sustainable develop-
ment and, I think, once again show the world
that there’s far more that the United States and
China have in common than separates us and
that when we work together, good things hap-
pen.

Xie xie.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
9:55 a.m. in the bilateral meeting room of the

White House delegation space at the Parc des
Expositions. In his remarks, he referred to Fan
Jinghui, a freelance advertising consultant who
was kidnapped and killed by members of the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization on November 18. President
Xi referred to the U.S.-China Joint Commis-
sion on Commerce and Trade (JCCT). Presi-
dent Xi spoke in Chinese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Xi Jinping of China on
the United Nations Climate Change Conference

November 30, 2015

President Obama and President Xi met in
Paris on November 30 on the opening day of
the 21st Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
The Presidents recognize that the Paris confer-
ence presents a crucial opportunity to enhance
action to meet this fundamental climate
change challenge. They recalled and reaf-
firmed their November 2014 Joint Announce-
ment on Climate Change, as well as their Sep-

tember 2015 Joint Presidential Statement on
Climate Change, which contains a common vi-
sion for the Paris Climate Conference. The
two sides emphasized their resolve to work to-
gether and with others to achieve an ambitious
and successful Paris outcome.

NOTE: An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at the First Session of the United Nations Climate Change

Conference in Le Bourget
November 30, 2015

President Hollande, Mr. Secretary-General,
fellow leaders: We have come to Paris to show
our resolve. We offer our condolences to the
people of France for the barbaric attacks on this
beautiful city. We stand united in solidarity not
only to deliver justice to the terrorist network
responsible for those attacks, but to protect our
people and uphold the enduring values that
keep us strong and keep us free. And we salute
the people of Paris for insisting this crucial con-
ference go on, an act of defiance that proves
nothing will deter us from building the future
we want for our children. What greater rejec-
tion of those who would tear down our world
than marshaling our best efforts to save it?

Nearly 200 nations have assembled here this
week, a declaration that for all the challenges
we face, the growing threat of climate change
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could define the contours of this century more
dramatically than any other. And what should
give us hope that this is a turning point—that
this is the moment we finally determined we
would save our planet—is the fact that our na-
tions share a sense of urgency about this chal-
lenge and a growing realization that it is within
our power to do something about it.

Our understanding of the ways human be-
ings disrupt the climate advances by the day.
Fourteen of the 15 warmest years on record
have occurred since the year 2000, and 2015 is
on pace to be the warmest year of all. No na-
tion—large or small, wealthy or poor—is im-
mune to what this means.

This summer, I saw the effects of climate
change firsthand in our northernmost State,
Alaska, where the sea is already swallowing vil-



lages and eroding shorelines, where perma-
frost thaws and the tundra burns, where gla-
ciers are melting at a pace unprecedented in
modern times. And it was a preview of one
possible future, a glimpse of our children’s fate
if the climate keeps changing faster than our
efforts to address it: submerged countries,
abandoned cities, fields that no longer grow,
political disruptions that trigger new conflict,
and even more floods of desperate peoples
seeking the sanctuary of nations not their own.

That future is not one of strong economies,
nor is it one where fragile states can find their
footing. That future is one that we have the
power to change—right here, right now—but
only if we rise to this moment. As one of Amer-
ica’s Governors has said, “We are the first gen-
eration to feel the impact of climate change
and the last generation that can do something
about it.”

I've come here personally, as the leader of
the world’s largest economy and the second
largest emitter, to say that the United States of
America not only recognizes our role in creat-
ing this problem, we embrace our responsibili-
ty to do something about it.

Over the last 7 years, we’ve made ambitious
investments in clean energy and ambitious re-
ductions in our carbon emissions. We’ve multi-
plied wind power threefold, solar power more
than twentyfold, helping create parts of Ameri-
ca where these clean power sources are finally
cheaper than dirtier, conventional power.
We've invested in energy efficiency in every
way imaginable. We've said no to infrastruc-
ture that would pull high-carbon fossil fuels
from the ground, and we've said yes to the
first-ever set of national standards limiting the
amount of carbon pollution our power plants
can release into the sky. The advances we've
made have helped drive our economic output
to alltime highs and drive our carbon pollution
to its lowest levels in nearly two decades.

But the good news is, this is not an Ameri-
can trend alone. Last year, the global economy
grew while global carbon emissions from burn-
ing fossil fuels stayed flat. And what this means
can’t be overstated. We have broken the old ar-
guments for inaction. We have proved that
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strong economic growth and a safer environ-
ment no longer have to conflict with one an-
other; they can work in concert with one an-
other.

And that should give us hope. One of the en-
emies that we’ll be fighting at this conference
is cynicism, the notion we can’t do anything
about climate change. Our progress should
give us hope during these 2 weeks, hope that is
rooted in collective action.

Earlier this month in Dubai, after years of
delay, the world agreed to work together to cut
the superpollutants known as HFCs. That’s
progress. Already, prior to Paris, more than
180 countries representing nearly 95 percent
of global emissions have put forward their own
climate targets. That is progress. For our part,
America is on track to reach the emissions tar-
gets that I set 6 years ago in Copenhagen: We
will reduce our carbon emissions in the range
of 17 percent below 2005 levels by 2020. And
that’s why last year I set a new target: America
will reduce our emissions 26 to 28 percent be-
low 2005 levels within 10 years from now.

So our task here in Paris is to turn these
achievements into an enduring framework for
human progress, not a stopgap solution, but a
long-term strategy that gives the world confi-
dence in a low-carbon future.

Here in Paris, let’s secure an agreement that
builds in ambition, where progress paves the
way for regularly updated targets, targets that
are not set for each of us, but by each of us,
taking into account the differences that each
nation is facing.

Here in Paris, let’s agree to a strong system
of transparency that gives each of us the confi-
dence that all of us are meeting our commit-
ments. And let’s make sure that the countries
who don’t yet have the full capacity to report
on their targets receive the support that they
need.

Here in Paris, let’s reaffirm our commit-
ment that resources will be there for countries
willing to do their part to skip the dirty phase
of development. And I recognize this will not
be easy. It will take a commitment to innova-
tion and the capital to continue driving down
the cost of clean energy. And that’s why this
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afternoon I'll join many of you to announce an
historic joint effort to accelerate public and
private clean energy innovation on a global
scale.

Here in Paris, let’s also make sure that these
resources flow to the countries that need help
preparing for the impact of climate change that
we can no longer avoid. We know the truth that
many nations have contributed little to climate
change, but will be the first to feel its most de-
structive effects. For some, particularly island
nations, whose leaders I'll meet with tomorrow,
climate change is a threat to their very exis-
tence. And that’s why today, in concert with
other nations, America confirms our strong and
ongoing commitment to the Least Developed
Countries Fund. And tomorrow, we'll pledge
new contributions to risk-insurance initiatives
that help vulnerable populations rebuild stron-
ger after climate-related disasters.

And finally, here in Paris, let’s show busi-
nesses and investors that the global economy is
on a firm path towards a low-carbon future. If
we put the right rules and incentives in place,
we’'ll unleash the creative power of our best
scientists and engineers and entrepreneurs to
deploy clean energy technologies and the new
jobs and new opportunities that they create all
around the world. There are hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars ready to deploy to countries
around the world if they get the signal that we
mean business this time. Let’s send that signal.

That's what we seek in these next 2 weeks.
Not simply an agreement to roll back the pol-
lution we put into our skies, but an agreement
that helps us lift people from poverty without
condemning the next generation to a planet
that’s beyond its capacity to repair. Here in
Paris, we can show the world what is possible
when we come together, united in common ef-
fort and by a common purpose.

And let there be no doubt, the next genera-
tion is watching what we do. Just over a week
ago, I was in Malaysia, where I held a town hall
with young people, and the first question I re-
ceived was from a young Indonesian woman.
And it wasn’t about terrorism, it wasn’t about
the economy, it wasn’t about human rights. It
was about climate change. And she asked
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whether T was optimistic about what we can
achieve here in Paris and what young people
like her could do to help.

I want our actions to show her that we’re lis-
tening. I want our actions to be big enough to
draw on the talents of all our people—men and
women, rich and poor—I want to show her
passionate, idealistic young generation that we
care about their future.

For I believe, in the words of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., that there is such a thing as
being too late. And when it comes to climate
change, that hour is almost upon us. But if we
act here, if we act now, if we place our own
short-term interests behind the air that our
young people will breathe and the food that
they will eat and the water that they will drink
and the hopes and dreams that sustain their
lives, then we won’t be too late for them.

And, my fellow leaders, accepting this chal-
lenge will not reward us with moments of vic-
tory that are clear or quick. Our progress will
be measured differently: in the suffering that is
averted and a planet that’s preserved. And
that’s what’s always made this so hard. Our
generation may not even live to see the full re-
alization of what we do here. But the knowl-
edge that the next generation will be better off
for what we do here, can we imagine a more
worthy reward than that? Passing that on to
our children and our grandchildren, so that
when they look back and they see what we did
here in Paris, they can take pride in our
achievement.

Let that be the common purpose here in
Paris: a world that is worthy of our children; a
world that is marked not by conflict, but by co-
operation, and not by human suffering, but by
human progress; a world that’s safer and more
prosperous and more secure and more free
than the one that we inherited.

Let’s get to work. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. in La
Seine Plenary Hall at the Parc des Expositions.
In his remarks, he referred to President Fran-
cois Hollande of France; Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations; and Gov.
Jay R. Inslee of Washington.
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