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America is that we offer that chance. We turn
Lady Liberty’s light to the world and widen our
circle of concern to say that all God’s children
are worthy of our compassion and care. That’s
part of what makes this the greatest country on
Earth. 

I hope that you and your family have a won-
derful Thanksgiving, surrounded by loved ones
and full of joy and gratitude. And together,
may we all play our own small part in the
American story and write a next chapter that
future generations can be thankful for.

From the Obama family to yours, have a
great Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on November 25 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 26. In the address, the President re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 25, but was embargoed
for release until 6 a.m. on November 26.

Statement on the Shooting in Colorado Springs, Colorado
November 28, 2015

The last thing Americans should have to
do, over the holidays or any day, is comfort
the families of people killed by gun violence,
people who woke up in the morning and bid
their loved ones goodbye with no idea it
would be for the last time. And yet, 2 days af-
ter Thanksgiving, that’s what we are forced to
do again.

We don’t yet know what this particular gun-
man’s so-called motive was for shooting 12
people, or for terrorizing an entire community,
when he opened fire with an assault weapon
and took hostages at a Planned Parenthood
center in Colorado. What we do know is that
he killed a cop in the line of duty, along with
two of the citizens that police officer was trying
to protect. We know that law enforcement
saved lives, as so many of them do every day,
all across America. And we know that more

Americans and their families had fear forced
upon them.

This is not normal. We can’t let it become
normal. If we truly care about this—if we’re
going to offer up our thoughts and prayers
again, for God knows how many times, with a
truly clean conscience—then we have to do
something about the easy accessibility of weap-
ons of war on our streets to people who have
no business wielding them. Period. Enough is
enough.

May God bless Officer Garrett Swasey and
the Americans he tried to save, and may He
grant the rest of us the courage to do the same
thing.

NOTE: The statement referred to Robert Lew-
is Dear, suspected gunman in the shooting;
and Jennifer Markovsky and Ke’Arre Stewart,
who were killed in the shooting.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in Le
Bourget, France
November 30, 2015

President Xi. President Obama, it’s my great
pleasure to see you again. Recently, we met
with each other frequently. Here, I want to
mention, in particular, the successful state visit
that I made to the United States in September
this year, and I recall in particular, at the White
House, you and your wife, Michelle Obama,

extended hospitality to me and my wife. Here,
on behalf of my wife, I want to thank you and
your wife and the U.S. Government for that.

After my visit, our two teams have been
working very hard to make new progress in
China-U.S. relations. At the G–20 summit and
the APEC meeting, the two sides had good
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communication and coordination. The 26th
meeting of the JCCT was recently successfully
held in Guangzhou, and the first China-U.S.
high-level joint dialogue on fighting cyber-
crime and related issues will soon take place in
Washington. In the meantime, the two sides
have enjoyed effective coordination and coop-
eration on economy and trade, mil-to-mil rela-
tions, people-to-people ties, as well as impor-
tant issues such as the Iranian nuclear issue
and Syria.

At the present, the world economy is recov-
ering slowly. Terrorism is on the rise, and cli-
mate change is an acute challenge. There is
more instability and uncertainty in the interna-
tional situation. Against this backdrop, it’s very
important for China and the United States to
be firmly committed to the right direction of
building a new model of major country rela-
tions: follow the principle of nonconfrontation
and nonconflict; mutual respect; and win-win
cooperation; and carry forward our practical
exchanges and cooperation at the bilateral, re-
gional, and global levels, which will include en-
hancing macroeconomic policy coordination,
working together to combat all forms of terror-
ism, and partnering with each other to help the
climate conference deliver its expected targets.

In the meantime, it’s important that we
manage our differences and the sensitive issues
in a constructive way. All in all, we need to
work together to ensure the sustained, healthy,
and a steady growth of our bilateral relations
and maintain and promote peace, stability, and
prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region and the
world at large.

President Obama. Well, thank you, Mr.
President. I appreciate very much the opportu-
nity to meet once again with President Xi. As
he mentioned, we had a very successful state
visit this past year, and we have been able to
coordinate our activities during the course of
the G–20 and APEC meeting. And nowhere
has our coordination been more necessary or
more fruitful than the topic that we’re here to
discuss during the Paris conference, and that is
how the world can come together to arrest the
pace of climate change.

As the two largest economies in the world
and the two largest carbon emitters, we have
both determined that it is our responsibility to
take action. And since our historic joint an-
nouncement of our post-2020 climate targets
in Beijing last year, more than 180 countries
have followed in announcing their own targets.
And so our leadership on this issue has been
absolutely vital, and I appreciate President Xi’s
consistent cooperation on this issue.

The United States and China also come
here with a common vision for what’s needed
in a Paris agreement, including moving toward
a low-carbon global economy this century, en-
hancing transparency to build trust, and robust
financial support to help developing countries
adapt. And here in Paris, we will be working
together to try to deliver on that vision.

We’ve also been able to set up a number of
key forums for us to find additional areas of co-
operation through our Strategic and Economic
Dialogues and our military-to-military ex-
changes. We’ve been able to enhance security,
help to strengthen the global economy, and
manage conflicts in various hotspots around
the world. And I want to particularly express
our condolences over the killing of a recent
Chinese hostage by ISIL. I think it indicates
the degree that this is a threat to all of our na-
tions. And I look forward to discussing how
China can play a greater role in addressing this
crisis, especially supporting a political transi-
tion in Syria and assisting on humanitarian
needs, because what’s clear is, is that when
China is invested in helping to resolve global
problems, all of us, including the United
States, benefits.

Of course, as President Xi indicated, there
are differences between our countries. That’s
natural. But on issues like cybersecurity and
maritime issues, President Xi and I have devel-
oped a candid way of discussing these issues,
and our teams have found ways to work
through these tensions in a constructive fash-
ion. And we hope to build on that today. And
I’m also looking forward to President Xi’s host-
ing of the next G–20 meeting in Hangzhou.
And that will give us an additional opportunity
to work to strengthen the global economy and
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to deal with issues like sustainable develop-
ment and, I think, once again show the world
that there’s far more that the United States and
China have in common than separates us and
that when we work together, good things hap-
pen.

Xiè xie.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
9:55 a.m. in the bilateral meeting room of the

White House delegation space at the Parc des
Expositions. In his remarks, he referred to Fan
Jinghui, a freelance advertising consultant who
was kidnapped and killed by members of the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization on November 18. President
Xi referred to the U.S.-China Joint Commis-
sion on Commerce and Trade (JCCT). Presi-
dent Xi spoke in Chinese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Xi Jinping of China on
the United Nations Climate Change Conference
November 30, 2015

President Obama and President Xi met in
Paris on November 30 on the opening day of
the 21st Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
The Presidents recognize that the Paris confer-
ence presents a crucial opportunity to enhance
action to meet this fundamental climate
change challenge. They recalled and reaf-
firmed their November 2014 Joint Announce-
ment on Climate Change, as well as their Sep-

tember 2015 Joint Presidential Statement on
Climate Change, which contains a common vi-
sion for the Paris Climate Conference. The
two sides emphasized their resolve to work to-
gether and with others to achieve an ambitious
and successful Paris outcome.

NOTE: An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at the First Session of the United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Le Bourget
November 30, 2015

President Hollande, Mr. Secretary-General,
fellow leaders: We have come to Paris to show
our resolve. We offer our condolences to the
people of France for the barbaric attacks on this
beautiful city. We stand united in solidarity not
only to deliver justice to the terrorist network
responsible for those attacks, but to protect our
people and uphold the enduring values that
keep us strong and keep us free. And we salute
the people of Paris for insisting this crucial con-
ference go on, an act of defiance that proves
nothing will deter us from building the future
we want for our children. What greater rejec-
tion of those who would tear down our world
than marshaling our best efforts to save it?

Nearly 200 nations have assembled here this
week, a declaration that for all the challenges
we face, the growing threat of climate change

could define the contours of this century more
dramatically than any other. And what should
give us hope that this is a turning point—that
this is the moment we finally determined we
would save our planet—is the fact that our na-
tions share a sense of urgency about this chal-
lenge and a growing realization that it is within
our power to do something about it.

Our understanding of the ways human be-
ings disrupt the climate advances by the day.
Fourteen of the 15 warmest years on record
have occurred since the year 2000, and 2015 is
on pace to be the warmest year of all. No na-
tion—large or small, wealthy or poor—is im-
mune to what this means.

This summer, I saw the effects of climate
change firsthand in our northernmost State,
Alaska, where the sea is already swallowing vil-
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