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Under certain circumstances, the provisions
in this bill concerning detainee transfers would
violate constitutional separation of powers
principles. Additionally, section 1033 could in
some circumstances interfere with the ability
to transfer a detainee who has been granted a
writ of habeas corpus. In the event that the re-
strictions on the transfer of detainees in sec-
tions 1031, 1033, and 1034 operate in a man-
ner that violates these constitutional principles,
my Administration will implement them in a
manner that avoids the constitutional conflict.

Finally, I am also disappointed that the Con-
gress failed to enact meaningful reforms to divest
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Hi, everybody. In 1620, a small band of pil-
grims came to this continent, refugees who had
fled persecution and violence in their native
land. Nearly 400 years later, we remember
their part in the American story, and we honor
the men and women who helped them in their
time of need.

Thanksgiving is a day for food and football
and for hoping the turkey didn’t turn out too
dry. But it’s also a day to count our blessings
and give back to others, a reminder that no
matter our circumstances, all of us have some-
thing to be grateful for. Maybe it’s good health,
a new addition to the family, or a child taking a
next step toward college or a career. Maybe it’s
a new job or a long-overdue raise. Maybe it’s
something as simple and as important as the
chance to spend time with the people who
matter most.

Of course, every American can be thankful
for the chance to live in a country founded on
the belief that all of us are created equal. And
as President, I'm thankful that T get to see the
best of America every day: the courage of our
troops and veterans, the resilience of our fami-
lies, and the basic goodness of the ordinary
people who call this country home.

On this uniquely American holiday, we also
remember that so much of our greatness
comes from our generosity. There’s the gener-
osity of Americans who volunteer at food banks
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unneeded force structure, reduce wasteful over-
head, and modernize military healthcare. These
reforms are essential to maintaining a strong na-
tional defense over the long term. My Adminis-
tration looks forward to continuing its work with
the Congress on these important issues.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 25, 2015.

NOTE: S. 1356, approved November 25, was
assigned Public Law No. 114-92.

and shelters, making sure that no one goes
hungry on a day when so many plates are full.
There’s the generosity of Americans who take
part not just in Black Friday and Cyber Mon-
day, but Giving Tuesday, recognizing that in
the holiday season, what you give is as impor-
tant as what you get.

And I've been touched by the generosity of
the Americans whove written me letters and
e-mails in recent weeks, offering to open their
homes to refugees fleeing the brutality of ISTL.
Now, people should remember that no refugee
can enter our borders until they undergo the
highest security checks of anyone traveling to
the United States. That was the case before
Paris, and it’s the case now. And what hap-
pened in Paris hasn’t stopped Americans from
opening their arms anyway.

One woman from Pennsylvania wrote me to
say: “Money is tight for us in my household. . . .
But I have a guest room. I have a pantry full of
food. We can do this.” Another woman from
Florida told me her family’s history dates back
to the Mayflower, and she said that welcoming
others is part of “what it means to be an Amer-
ican.

Nearly four centuries after the Mayflower
set sail, the world is still full of pilgrims: men
and women who want nothing more than the
chance for a safer, better future for themselves
and their families. What makes America
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America is that we offer that chance. We turn
Lady Liberty’s light to the world and widen our
circle of concern to say that all God’s children
are worthy of our compassion and care. That’s
part of what makes this the greatest country on
Earth.

I hope that you and your family have a won-
derful Thanksgiving, surrounded by loved ones
and full of joy and gratitude. And together,
may we all play our own small part in the
American story and write a next chapter that
future generations can be thankful for.

From the Obama family to yours, have a
great Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on November 25 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 26. In the address, the President re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 25, but was embargoed
for release until 6 a.m. on November 26.

Statement on the Shooting in Colorado Springs, Colorado

November 28, 2015

The last thing Americans should have to
do, over the holidays or any day, is comfort
the families of people killed by gun violence,
people who woke up in the morning and bid
their loved ones goodbye with no idea it
would be for the last time. And yet, 2 days af-
ter Thanksgiving, that’s what we are forced to
do again.

We don’t yet know what this particular gun-
man’s so-called motive was for shooting 12
people, or for terrorizing an entire community,
when he opened fire with an assault weapon
and took hostages at a Planned Parenthood
center in Colorado. What we do know is that
he killed a cop in the line of duty, along with
two of the citizens that police officer was trying
to protect. We know that law enforcement
saved lives, as so many of them do every day,
all across America. And we know that more

Americans and their families had fear forced
upon them.

This is not normal. We can’t let it become
normal. If we truly care about this—if we're
going to offer up our thoughts and prayers
again, for God knows how many times, with a
truly clean conscience—then we have to do
something about the easy accessibility of weap-
ons of war on our streets to people who have
no business wielding them. Period. Enough is
enough.

May God bless Officer Garrett Swasey and
the Americans he tried to save, and may He
grant the rest of us the courage to do the same
thing.

NOTE: The statement referred to Robert Lew-
is Dear, suspected gunman in the shooting;
and Jennifer Markovsky and Ke’Arre Stewart,
who were killed in the shooting.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in Le

Bourget, France
November 30, 2015

President Xi. President Obama, it’s my great
pleasure to see you again. Recently, we met
with each other frequently. Here, I want to
mention, in particular, the successful state visit
that I made to the United States in September
this year, and I recall in particular, at the White
House, you and your wife, Michelle Obama,
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extended hospitality to me and my wife. Here,
on behalf of my wife, I want to thank you and
your wife and the U.S. Government for that.
After my visit, our two teams have been
working very hard to make new progress in
China-U.S. relations. At the G-20 summit and
the APEC meeting, the two sides had good
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