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All right. Thank you, everybody. Let’s go
home.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 2:34 p.m. at the Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur
hotel. In his remarks, the President referred to
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan; Prime
Minister Malcolm B. Turnbull of Australia;
Prime Minister Benigno S. Aquino III of the
Philippines; Rohan Datar, son of Anita Ashok
Datar, senior director for field programs, Palla-
dium Group, who was killed in the terrorist at-
tack at the Radisson Blu Bamako hotel in Ba-
mako, Mali, on November 20; President Vladi-

mir Vladimirovich Putin of Russia; President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria; President François
Hollande of France; Jon T. Rymer, Inspector
General, Department of Defense; Chairman of
the Joints Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph F. Dun-
ford, Jr., USMC; Secretary of Defense Ashton
B. Carter; Abdelhamid Abaaoud, suspected or-
ganizer of the November 13 terrorist attacks in
Paris, France, who was killed in a police raid in
St.-Denis, France, on November 18; and Presi-
dent Joko “Jokowi” Widodo of Indonesia. He
also referred to H.R. 4038. A reporter referred
to Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Blocking Property of Certain Persons
Contributing to the Situation in Burundi
November 22, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that declares a
national emergency with respect to the unusu-
al and extraordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United States
posed by the situation in Burundi.

I have determined that the situation in Bu-
rundi, which has been marked by the killing of
and violence against civilians, unrest, the in-
citement of imminent violence, and significant
political repression, and which threatens the
peace, security, and stability of Burundi, con-
stitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States, and warrants the declaration of
a national emergency and the imposition of
sanctions.

The order is not targeted at the people of
Burundi, but rather is aimed at activities by the
government and armed groups that contribute
to the turmoil there. It blocks the property and
interests in property of persons listed in an An-
nex to the order and provides criteria for
blocking the property and interests in property
of any person determined by the Secretary of

the Treasury, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State:

• to be responsible for or complicit in, or to
have engaged in, directly or indirectly,
any of the following in or in relation to
Burundi:

• actions or policies that threaten the
peace, security, or stability of Burundi;

• actions or policies that undermine
democratic processes or institutions in
Burundi;

• human rights abuses;

• the targeting of women, children, or
any civilians through the commission
of acts of violence (including killing,
maiming, torture, or rape or other
sexual violence), abduction, forced
displacement, or attacks on schools,
hospitals, religious sites, or locations
where civilians are seeking refuge, or
through other conduct that may con-
stitute a serious abuse or other viola-
tion of human rights or a violation of
international humanitarian law;

• actions or policies that prohibit, limit,
or penalize the exercise of freedom of
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expression or freedom of peaceful as-
sembly;

• the use or recruitment of children by
armed groups or armed forces;

• the obstruction of the delivery or dis-
tribution of, or access to, humanitari-
an assistance; or

• attacks, attempted attacks, or threats
against United Nations missions, in-
ternational security presences, or oth-
er peacekeeping operations;

• to be a leader or official of:

• an entity, including any government
entity or armed group, that has, or
whose members have, engaged in any
of the activities described above; or

• an entity whose property and interests
in property are blocked pursuant to
the order;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of:

• any of the activities described above; or

• any person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant
to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

In addition, the order suspends entry into
the United States of any alien listed in the An-
nex or determined to meet one or more of the
above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order. All executive
agencies are directed to take all appropriate
measures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 23. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s News Conference With President François Hollande of France
November 24, 2015

President Obama. President Hollande, it has
been an honor to welcome you to the White
House before, in happier times than this. But
as Americans, we stand by our friends, in good
times and in bad, no matter what. So, on behalf
of the American people, I want to once again
express our deepest condolences to you and all
of the people of France for the heinous attacks
that took place in Paris.

We’re here today to declare that the United
States and France stand united—in total soli-
darity—to deliver justice to these terrorists and

those who sent them and to defend our na-
tions. In that spirit, with heavy, but strong
hearts, I welcome you today.

François, with your understanding, my state-
ment today will be a little longer than usual.
I’ve been traveling, and this is an important
moment for our nations and for the world. This
barbaric terrorist group—ISIL, or Daesh—and
its murderous ideology pose a serious threat to
all of us. It cannot be tolerated. It must be de-
stroyed, and we must do it together. This is the
unity of purpose that brings us here today.
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