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country that accepts people from around the
world with all their diversity.

This young lady here is 16 years old, fled
Myanmar on her own when she was 8 and was
subject to human trafficking until the United
Nations was able to help her resettle. She’s
now 16 and intends to be an advocate on be-
half of fellow refugees in the future after she
gets an education in the United States.

This is who we want to help. 
Participant. Thank you so much.
The President. This is the face of people all

around the world who still look to the United
States as a beacon of hope. When we talk about
American leadership, American leadership is
us caring about people who have been forgot-
ten or who have been discriminated against or
who have been tortured or who have been sub-
ject to unspeakable violence or have been sep-
arated from families at very young ages. That’s
American leadership. That’s when we’re the
shining light on the hill. Not when we respond
on the basis of fear.

And if people have a chance to hear the in-
dividual stories here, you will see the degree to
which they represent the opposite of terrorism
and the opposite of the kind of despicable vio-
lence that we saw in Mali and in Paris. We
should lift them up and give them a hand. Be-
cause the more that we are spreading our con-
cern and our values and our hopes and dreams

with young individuals like this—some of
whom, even though they look very young, al-
ready have children themselves—then we’re
creating more and more space for good people
around the world to come together and to fight
the darker, more violent forces in our world.

So the good news is, is that in the face of this
global crisis, more and more countries are rec-
ognizing that they need to do more. The Unit-
ed States is currently the world’s largest donor
for humanitarian aid. We have shown that we
can welcome refugees and ensure our security,
that there’s no contradiction. And as long as
I’m President, we’re going to keep on stepping
up and making sure that America remains, as it
has always been, a place where people who, in
other parts of the world, are subject to discrim-
ination or violence, that they have in America a
friend and a place of refuge.

And I’m very excited to see what the individ-
uals sitting around this table end up doing in
the United States of America, because my sus-
picion is, is that they’re going to do great
things.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Elisha and Petrina Sat-
vinder, founders, Dignity for Children Founda-
tion.

Remarks Prior to a Roundtable Discussion on Civil Society in Kuala Lumpur
November 21, 2015

Well, this is a great opportunity for me to
meet with some outstanding, courageous men
and women who represent civil society organi-
zations here in Malaysia. And as many of you
who have accompanied me on foreign trips
know, one of the things that I like to do, in ad-
dition to meeting with leaders of government,
is also to meet with civil society leaders and
hear from them directly about the kinds of is-
sues and challenges that they are facing.

The United States, as a matter of policy, and
my administration, as a matter of policy and
values, strongly believes in the promotion of
civil society. And we think that when you have

a strong civil society, you have a government
that is more accountable, and you benefit from
the ideas and views of a diverse set of citizens.
Strong societies ultimately have strong civil so-
cieties.

And Malaysia, as a country that traditionally
has a wide range of ethnic groups and religious
faiths and a tradition of tolerance, very much
benefits from the multiplicity of voices that
need to be heard. This is also a country that has
a Constitution and is premised on the rule of
law. And many of these civil society groups, I
think, are concerned about any constrictions
on civil liberties and civil rights and also in
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expanding the boundaries of civil society so
that people here in Malaysia and around the
region are able to have their voices heard.

So we very much appreciate the work that
they do. Part of the reason that I want to meet
with them is to send a clear message that the
United States stands behind the important
work that they’re doing on a day-to-day basis.
And in my conversations with ASEAN leaders,
as is true with leaders around the globe, we’ll
continue to emphasize our belief that basic
universal values like freedom of the press, free-

dom of religion, freedom of assembly—that
these are all things that will make countries
stronger. And given the extraordinary develop-
ment and progress that Malaysia has made, this
is certainly a case in point.

So I very much thank you all for taking the
time to meet with me, and I look forward to
hearing directly from you.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. at the
Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur hotel.

Joint Statement on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations-United States
Strategic Partnership
November 21, 2015

We, Heads of State/Government of the
Member States of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the United States
of America, gathered in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia on 21 November 2015 for the 3d ASEAN-
U.S. Summit. Today, we elevated our relation-
ship to the ASEAN-U.S. Strategic Partnership
to strengthen the role our relationship plays in
realising this common vision of a peaceful,
prosperous Asia-Pacific region that offers secu-
rity, opportunity and dignity to all its citizens.

The ASEAN-United States relationship has
expanded dramatically since formal relations
began in 1977. The United States acceded to
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in South-
east Asia in 2009, was the first non-ASEAN
country to appoint a resident Ambassador to
ASEAN in 2010, and joined the East Asia
Summit in 2011. We institutionalised annual
ASEAN-U.S. Summits in 2012.

We recognise that our relationship is
grounded in shared principles, including the
principles and purposes of the Charter of the
United Nations and the ASEAN Charter. We
are committed to a rules-based approach in
Asia, respect for international law and the
peaceful resolution of disputes. Our partner-
ship is committed to strengthening democracy,
enhancing good governance and the rule of
law, promoting and protecting human rights
and fundamental freedoms, encouraging the

promotion of tolerance and moderation, and
protecting the environment.

ASEAN and the United States dedicate
themselves to the ASEAN integration process
and to building a strong, stable, politically co-
hesive, economically integrated, socially re-
sponsible, and a people-oriented, people-cen-
tred ASEAN Community, as reflected in the
ASEAN Community Vision 2025 and its Blue-
prints. In realizing these objectives, we will al-
so work together to strengthen ASEAN con-
nectivity and narrow the development gap, in-
cluding through development cooperation.

Further we are dedicated to ASEAN Cen-
trality in the evolving rules-based regional ar-
chitecture of the Asia-Pacific. We recognise
the important role we have each played, and
that we have played together, in maintaining
peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

Today we usher in a new era for our rela-
tionship as we come together to set a path for
our future partnership with shared goals and
priorities. We welcome the adoption of the
Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-
United States Strategic Partnership
(2016–2020) to further strengthen this part-
nership, particularly within the five priority ar-
eas of cooperation, namely, economic integra-
tion, maritime cooperation, transnational chal-
lenges including climate change, emerging
leaders and women’s opportunities. We will
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