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that her new idea could be the spark that ig-
nites a new industry or changes the world.

That’s the progress—the opportunity, the
growth, the innovations—that we can unleash.
That’s why I’m so optimistic about our shared
future, that’s why I’m grateful for our work to-
gether, and that’s why the nations and people
of this region will always have a friend and
partner in the United States of America.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:24 a.m. at
the Shangri-La Hotel Kuala Lumpur. In his re-
marks, he referred to Abdul Hakim al-Ansari
and Mu’adh al-Ansari, suspected gunmen in
the terrorist attack at the Radisson Blu Bamako
hotel in Bamako, Mali, on November 20; Anita
Ashok Datar, senior director for field pro-
grams, Palladium Group, who was killed in the
terrorist attack in Bamako; and Member of
Parliament and National League for Democra-
cy Leader Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma.

Remarks at the Dignity for Children Foundation in Kuala Lumpur
November 21, 2015

The President. Well, it is a privilege to be
here at the Dignity for Children Foundation. 

[At this point, the President coughed.]

Excuse me. I want to thank Pastor Satvinder
and his wife Petrina, who’ve run this founda-
tion for years with the support of private do-
nors and the United Nations. And I want to ac-
knowledge the Malaysian Government for its
efforts to welcome and support refugees from
around the world. Today, Malaysia hosts some
150,000 refugees and asylum seekers from
countries as varied as Sudan, Somalia, and
Myanmar.

One of the reasons that I wanted to come
visit here is because globally, we’re seeing an
unprecedented number of refugees. The world
is rightly focused on the humanitarian tragedy
taking place in Syria, but we can’t forget that
there are millions of other refugees from war-
torn parts of the world. In fact, 60 million peo-
ple are displaced all around the world.

And today, as you saw, I had a chance to visit
with some incredible young people, those chil-
dren upstairs, many of them have gone
through extraordinary hardships. They’ve tak-
en really tough journeys. Most of the children
that we saw in the classroom there were Ro-
hingya, who had fled discrimination and often-
times ethnic violence in Myanmar. And we’re
hopeful that with the transition in the politics
of Myanmar, that the Rohingya people will be-
gin to get treated fairly and justly in their own

country. But in the meantime, the refugees
from Myanmar—again, mostly Rohingya,
mostly Muslim—those young children up
there, they’re deserving of the world’s protec-
tion and the world’s support.

And anybody who had a chance to see those
kids, hopefully, you understood the degree to
which they’re just like our kids, and they de-
serve love and protection and stability and an
education. They are lucky that they’re here at
this wonderful center and getting that kind of
support, but there are a lot of children just like
them who are not. That’s the face of not only
refugees from Myanmar, that’s the face of Syr-
ian children and Iraqi children and children
from war-torn regions of Sudan.

And when I sat there and talked to them,
and they were drawing and doing their math
problems, they were indistinguishable from
any child in America. And the notion that
somehow we would be fearful of them, that
our politics would somehow leave us to turn
our sights away from their plight is not repre-
sentative of the best of who we are.

I just had an incredible conversation with
the young men and women around this table
who represent refugees from Myanmar and
Sudan and from Somalia. These are some of
the bravest, hardest working individuals that
you’ll ever meet. They recently completed
steps to settle in the United States, and each of
them described how incredibly grateful they
were to have this opportunity to be part of a
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country that accepts people from around the
world with all their diversity.

This young lady here is 16 years old, fled
Myanmar on her own when she was 8 and was
subject to human trafficking until the United
Nations was able to help her resettle. She’s
now 16 and intends to be an advocate on be-
half of fellow refugees in the future after she
gets an education in the United States.

This is who we want to help. 
Participant. Thank you so much.
The President. This is the face of people all

around the world who still look to the United
States as a beacon of hope. When we talk about
American leadership, American leadership is
us caring about people who have been forgot-
ten or who have been discriminated against or
who have been tortured or who have been sub-
ject to unspeakable violence or have been sep-
arated from families at very young ages. That’s
American leadership. That’s when we’re the
shining light on the hill. Not when we respond
on the basis of fear.

And if people have a chance to hear the in-
dividual stories here, you will see the degree to
which they represent the opposite of terrorism
and the opposite of the kind of despicable vio-
lence that we saw in Mali and in Paris. We
should lift them up and give them a hand. Be-
cause the more that we are spreading our con-
cern and our values and our hopes and dreams

with young individuals like this—some of
whom, even though they look very young, al-
ready have children themselves—then we’re
creating more and more space for good people
around the world to come together and to fight
the darker, more violent forces in our world.

So the good news is, is that in the face of this
global crisis, more and more countries are rec-
ognizing that they need to do more. The Unit-
ed States is currently the world’s largest donor
for humanitarian aid. We have shown that we
can welcome refugees and ensure our security,
that there’s no contradiction. And as long as
I’m President, we’re going to keep on stepping
up and making sure that America remains, as it
has always been, a place where people who, in
other parts of the world, are subject to discrim-
ination or violence, that they have in America a
friend and a place of refuge.

And I’m very excited to see what the individ-
uals sitting around this table end up doing in
the United States of America, because my sus-
picion is, is that they’re going to do great
things.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Elisha and Petrina Sat-
vinder, founders, Dignity for Children Founda-
tion.

Remarks Prior to a Roundtable Discussion on Civil Society in Kuala Lumpur
November 21, 2015

Well, this is a great opportunity for me to
meet with some outstanding, courageous men
and women who represent civil society organi-
zations here in Malaysia. And as many of you
who have accompanied me on foreign trips
know, one of the things that I like to do, in ad-
dition to meeting with leaders of government,
is also to meet with civil society leaders and
hear from them directly about the kinds of is-
sues and challenges that they are facing.

The United States, as a matter of policy, and
my administration, as a matter of policy and
values, strongly believes in the promotion of
civil society. And we think that when you have

a strong civil society, you have a government
that is more accountable, and you benefit from
the ideas and views of a diverse set of citizens.
Strong societies ultimately have strong civil so-
cieties.

And Malaysia, as a country that traditionally
has a wide range of ethnic groups and religious
faiths and a tradition of tolerance, very much
benefits from the multiplicity of voices that
need to be heard. This is also a country that has
a Constitution and is premised on the rule of
law. And many of these civil society groups, I
think, are concerned about any constrictions
on civil liberties and civil rights and also in


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-08-23T12:47:46-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




